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I 
To his Honomed F £967. Paradl 
Church Eſq; and Fobn Rane 
Capel Aldermen of the 

- City of Narwieh. 


8 worthy and much Honoured Friends, 
| HE defign of the- fol- 
lowing ſheets will 
be ' ſo "obvious to 
every eye upon the 
reading of them,that many _ 
! to expound 1 it to you will be 
tealy ſuperfluous;” it will "eaſt ily 
be its own interpreter both to you 
| © and others befides: what is'need- 
ful upon that Subje& I ſhall more 
fully diſcourſe in my Epiſtte un- ? 
to ihe Reader. My buſineſs to? ._ 
you - is, but to give you an ac-" 
count be my Entituling you un- | 
to it. For which it were bot 4 
'to ſay, That God hath fo buy & 
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a The Epiſtle D D Ws dory,. 
ſed you both in that Occupation 
which I make the Theme of the 
following diſcourles , as that it 
hath brought you in not. only a 
Livelihood, but fuch an Operplus 
as hath capacitated you, not only 
to ſerve yur Generation, in the 
Oftices relating | to , wad the 
principal condudt of, that Trade, 
but in other great Employments: | 
The one of you hath not only ſer-. 
ved the City, wherein you are, 10 
the Offices of Sheriff and Alder- 
man (that you both have done) 
but alſo in the "Office of Mayer 
(and - that the other too hath not 
done. the. fame is only frem his 
Own ReluQancy ) and alſo TEpre-. 
{ented this famous. City in. the 
Higheſt Court. of Parliament. But 
| as. becauſe you are great Ex- 


ample: of char Piety, Sobriety, and 
Goodneſs 


_ — — 
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The Epiſile Dedicatory. 
Goodneſs of Temper; to which ( as 
you will find I have'in the follow- 
ing ſheets oblerved ) this courſe 


of Lite 1n mens youth doth much. 


tutour, and diſpoſe them; and in 
being, or having been the heads, 
and conductors of all that are bu- 
ſied in that Occupation, you have 
Entitled yourſelves to all thoſe 
Diſcourſes which may tend to 


the Moral or Spiritual Improve. 


ments of it. You will by the fol- 
lowing diſcourſes ſee ,you have no 
reaſon to refle& with any bluſh- 
Ing, upon the way in which you 
were 1n youryouth trained up;you 
have eminently , ſerved your Ge- 
xeration betore you fall aſſcep. The 
Employment of your Lives, hath 


-not been a making S ilver-ſbrines 
for Diana ; it hath not been a ſer- 


vice to the Luxury, Pride and Wan- 
A at 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
tonneſs- of the-Generation in which 
ou lived; it hath not been an 


Apocryphal Employment , it. hath 


| been the Employment of a good 


Dorcas, only you made the Stuffs, 
which poflibly other pious and de- 


vout Souls made up. It hath been 


. an Employment that hath had a 


good end and deſign,upon which in 
the morning you could warantably 
go, and pray to God for aBleſling, 
and, in 'the evening ſay, Proſper 
thou the work of our hand upon us, 
Lord, Proſper thou our handy-work, 
An Employment which hath kept 


you at home watching over your 


| Famihes, and which hath brought 


you. in a Livelihood, and given 
you a*Station in the world, it be- 
neath Envy, yet above Pity. What 


' . th enabled you to Employ the 


poor, to give portions to fix and 


alſo 
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The Epiſtle*Dedicatory. | 
alſo to ſeven? you may look back 
without a regret, and-rejoice in 
the fruit of your Labours ; ſeeing 
many a ſober Tradeſman that you 


* have bred, many a poor perfon 


that you have clothed.. Your days 


| (my worthy & honoured Friends) 


are in a great meaſiire paſt, and 
when you look back upon them, 
you will fay they are paſt Swifter 
than your Shuttles:;your week 1s al- 
moſt- at an end, and you who 
have had many a piece of Stuffat 


' the end of theweek brought home 


to you, muſtin a few weeks, of 
months,or years,be gathered to your 
Fathers & be no more. Tour works 
will follow you, and yout ſelves 
muſt carry home to the great 
Lord of Heaven andearth theWeb 
which you have Weaved, May it 
pleaſe the Lord to bleſs theſe Di- 1 


| - | ads 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
ſcourſes to you both, that they may 
but any way conduce either to 
|| augment. your comfort in a refle- 
|| ion upon the work which you 
"|| have already done : or: help you 
'' to throw your Shuttles well as 
' to the remnant which you have 
|| yet to do;that when you carry all 
vi - home you may hear that bleſſed 
'!! voice, Well-done good and faith- 
| ful ſervant, thou haſt been faithful 
| zr a little, T will makg thee a ru- 

' ber over much; enter thou into thy 
maſters joy : Which is and ſhall be 
|. the prayer of him, who 1s, 
! ks \ ©Tazr moſt Faithful and affefiionate Friend 


v 
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4% and Servant in the work of the Goſpel, 


LC 


TO THE. 


READER, 


And more eſpecially , , 


To the Maſters, W. ardens, and Aſp. 3 
ſtants inthe Corporation LAG or= © 
ſted-Weavers , relating ta the." 
City of Norwich, together wink 
all my worthy F riends, whether © 
Maſters or Fourney-men, FR 4 
ed in the Art and Mn : 
Weawine, 


A T laft (my worthy Friends) Þheve : A 


found both leiſure and advan- | 

tage, to teſtify both to you, and © 

to the World, the great valxe and > 
reſpec? which for more thax twenty gears. 5 . 
( that is, ever ſince I underſtood any thing - 
of you) I have had, as for very many af BE. 
your Perſons, ſo for that Ocenpation.\ 
Lemm=t4ly ," Gas are emplnds Fg &- 
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The Epiltle to the Reader. 


( 1 will aſſure you ) that for theſe twenty 
eight years T have hardly been conſulted 
by any friend about the diſpoſal of a Child 
whom I have not adviſed to your Trade © 
and, but that in the Education of a Child 
Nihil invita Minerva , the Genius of the 


Child ought to give a principal Condu@&, * 


T will aſſure you , next to the immediate 
ſervice of God in his Goſpel (from which 
* theſe times deterred me, unleſs I had 
had enough to have left them to have e- 
nabled them to do it freely) I had devo- 
ted my Sons to your fellowſhip; nor would 
any thing have more pleaſed me as to any 
Son of mine, thanto have ſeen bits faticy- 
ing one of your Looms. For IT have ei- 
ther taken falſe meaſures ( which yet 1 
think, I have not) or no Employment 
which I have in my Eye, hath ſuperiour 
advantages to you, if equal with you, to 
ſerve all the Nobler Ends of mans Life. 
Were T to be your Orator, IthinkT have 
Topicks enough by me to perſwade any 
perſon that nothing can commend a Trade 


to 4 wiſe-man , but what is to be found 
in yours; ſome of thoſe things you will 


find enlarged upon in the firſt of my Ob- 
8 ſer va- 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


lervations in the folowing Sheets. My 
thoughts, that it was pity that ſuch a 
2umber of perſons employed in ſo excel- 
lent an Employment as you are, fhould 
want any advantages to help you from, \ 
Looms unto Heaven , is that which(your 

hath. engaged me in this Service ; ph 


| ſign which for ſome years 1 have had 


ee EL” 


| 
| 
| 
| 


in my thoughts,even ever ſince I ſaw Mr. 
Flavel's Navigation ad HusbandrySpi-' 
ritualized : But many of you know, that 
from my youth upward,my hand hath been 


full of Employments, and my latter years 


more full than my former. More thaz for- 
ty years of my life , werg ſpent without 
much care what to eat or drink; ſince that 
time thoſe cares have alſo been upon me , 
and made my work, ſomething more, than 
to conſider what SubjeF next to preach 
upon, and how to handle it. Theſe few 
Sheets by reaſon of this,were taken in hand 
again aud again , and as often laid aſide, 
at laſt a very few days have finiſhed"the 
greater part of them, ( and for ſome of 
that leiſure you may thank ſome Intor- 
mers foo: ) It is a noble deſign to inftru# 
People how to Spirttualize ewera Obje@F, 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


and a nobler praFice for any to do it. 
Oxur Bleſſed Lord made it his buſineſs to | 


take all advantages to commend to his 


Diſciples and Hearers ſpiritual Medita- 


tions on earthly ObjeFs: The (ight of 
bread, Joh.6. brings forth that excellent 


Sermon about the bread of Life. His ask- 
ing of Water of the woman of Samaria, 
gave him an occaſion to diſcourſe of the 
living Water, which whoſo drinks ſhall 
thirſt no more : 4nd it is more than pro- 
bable, that his ſight of a Shepherd with 
his flock of Sheep, and of a Vine, gave 
occaſion to thoſe excellent Sermons, ? tyuny 
10. John15. Mt is the great diſadvan- 
tage of moit worldly Employments , that 
they have a natural tendency to divert the 
Soul from God; upon which account I re- 
member it was,that holy- Mr. Palmer pre- 


ferred the work of the Miniſtry to all the 


Employments of the World, as leading the 
Soul direFly to the Meditations of God, 
and whoſe work lay in a Communion with 
him: whereas all other Employments bent 
the Soul another way. IT know no better 


' way to remedy this diſadvantage from the 


ature of your work,, than by ſhewing you, 
ow 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 

| how you may make it an advantage to you. 
, | This is the very buſineſs of theſe few ſheets. 
1 Brethren! give me leave to tell you 4b, 
| | That my hearts defire & Prayer to Ged 
| | for you,is that you may be ſaved. Though 
Thave a juſt regret and com paſſion for any 
| 1 Soul, that I ſee like to periſh eternally; yet 
| wethinks, I have a juſier and ſadder re- 

1 gret for any induſtrious Souls. Iwould not 
have one of them periſh eternally whom I 
ſee ſo induſtrious to take pains that they * 
| and their Families might live a few years 
| comfortably in this life. There is a genera» 
| tion of men that are too lazy to go to Hea- 
1 ver; or ta live here,but upon the Alms and 
1 Spoils of others : It had been good for then 
1 they had never been born, and it had beew 
1 alſo good for the world.they never had been 
born; for their lives int it are of no further 
xſe, than to defile,and to devonr,and to di- 
fturb it. If ſuch men periſh”, let them pe- 
riſh,we having given them a due warning. 
But methbinks it pities my Soul to think 
that a Weaver ſbould eternally periſh. 4 
Weaver whom I ſee before four of theClock 
in the morning and after 8,9,10, at night 
hard at work,that one ſo patient of Labour 


op 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


for the bread that periſheth, ſo patient of 


Self-denial in the ſports and pleaſures 
which others ſpend their life in,and all for 
«few ſhillings at the end of a week,; I ſay, 
that ſuch a one, aſter the long toil of his 
laborious life, ſhonld at laſt lie down in 
bell; this goes very near me: And TIcanuot 
but ſay ſometimes, Surely we (who are the 
Lords Miniſters) do not inſtru@ theſe men 
enough : we do not preſs the thoughts of Ee 


 Fernity upon them as we ought to do. Theſe 


ave a people that are not too lazy to be ſa- 
ved they are men that can work night and 
day in their earthly Maſters work for a live- 
lihood for their bodies. Surely, if we could 
perſuade them they had Souls,& thoſe im» 
mortal Souls, that they are beings ordain- 
eto an Eternity; That Eternal happineſs 
73 not tobe got by aLoom,but by Believing, 
Reading, Hearing, Prayer, Selt-denial, 
taking up Chriſts Croſs, Mortification. 
of beloved luſts, they might be perſwaded 


to ſpend ſome time every day, in Reading, 


Prayiag, ſome time 11 Hearing 3 toſpend 
ome time in (carching and trying thetr 
ways, that they may turn unto the Lord. 


I know that when we have done and ſaid 


what 


c Epiſtle to the Reader, 


what we can,O1d Adam ( as be ſaid) will 
be found too hard for young or old Me- 
lanG@ hon, T be way of man 1s not in him- 
ſelf,neither isit in man to direCt his ſteps. 
But ſhew me that perſon who hath done 
what in kim lies toward his own Salvati- 
on. to whom God hath denied his free, 
bur effe ual Grace. My good Friends ! Tow 
know Icannot from the Fulpit as formerly 
ſpeak unto you; if I could,neither were this 


a fit theme to diſcourſe there;neither would, 


the ſound of my words in your Ears abide 
with you. ſo as a printed Book may. T have 
0n purpoſe contratted my Diſcourſe into a 
few ſheets, that it may be a burthennot too 
heavy for an ordinary Purſe. Tpropoſe to 
my ſelf nothing of.gain-in it. If Imay but 
gain one Soul, it is enough ; if not, 0 have 
but my labour for my-pains (4s we ſay i 
our Engliſh Proverb.) I would willingly 
kelp on your Saltation, and ſhew my love 
and kindneſs to an induſtrious peoples, I 
have nothing elſe but my poor Prayers, by 
which I can ſhew my ſelf, 


Your faithful Friend and Servant, 
in the work of the Goſpel, 


F.C 


Reader; 


E-Author having begg's thy pardon for 
the Smaller. Errata's of points and ſtops, 


' Or accents, obvious enough, deſireth thee to 


corre& the following and more momentous 
miſtakes. 


Page 6.1. 12. r. Gibeon. p.7. 1.14.r. corrected, 
P.28. /. 11. r. but read, p. 16.4. 22. r, Rachel, 
Pe '97- 1.:-14.'r. latter, | i» ſtead of former 

Þ. 108. 1. 28, r. thus got. p. 113.4. 18.7. were, 
P-:114-1.22,7. to them, p. 139+ #, 16, 17-7. 
Judaical. 


- rualized. 
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D Exod. XRXV, 2.6. 

[hem bath- be fled with wiſdome 
of heart, 'to work. all, manner of 
; Work of "the  Jagraver, and of 

| | phe. Weaver, Fc,» 


the Maliaions 


He Work. here i in Hand 


....» God . him{clf, v. 


F Houſe for the Lord God 
. of Uxael The Work- 


— 4 


wi. % 


ervecle , FL moving | 


men are nominated by F2 ; 


e's o. 


4s 2? 
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. As he fitted theſe Workmen with Wiſdom of 


2 The Art of Weaving Spiritualized, 
The Lord hath called by Name Bezalecl the Son of | 


Uri,#be Sox of Hur : and v. 34. Aholiab theſon 7 


of Ahiſamach. (1# is reaſonable the Maſter of the ! 
Houſe ſhwld appoint bis own Workmen.) Theſe | 
be filled with his Spirit in wiſdom, underſteud- 


ing, knowledge, and in all manner of Workman- \ 


ſhip. God never ſends any to bis Work but * 


he firſt furniſheth them with Tools fit to do. 
it, Thoſe whb are buſied. at Works . for 

which they are not ſpirited and inabled , | 
(whoever {ends them) are not ſent by God. | 


Heart to work alt Work, fo particularly it is 
ſaid, And of the Weaver, tt - 
Sed. 2. The Att of Weaving then hath a 


eain (mentioned Gen. 4. 22, mi 
Spinſtreſt or Weavertſ5, (as '& 


others, yet *tis certain G6 
It Cloſterw firſt made. | 
firlt taught hin that &fcretion; and if Naamab | 
firſt wrought in Looms, yet as the Prophet ! 


rſt taught her. ! 


faith of the Threſhers diſcretion, Tſaibh 29. 29. 1 
This alſo came from the Lord of Hoſts, who is | 
wonderfxl in counſel, aud: excellent in working: | 


if Weaving (as the Philoſopher thinks) were} 
tearnt from the Spider, yet -the Spider had it} 
from the Lord mighty in connſel. He that! 
Teacheth:the Warrionrs hands to war, and bis 


fingers 


Spindles, his God 1 


| | 
43 
s 


Divine Original,  Nzamob the Siſter of Tahal- | 


ght.be the, firſt | 
exebrard thinks,) 1 
the Scripture tells us he# Brother was the firſt }. 
Workman in Braff and I 8) j6 Sho-fgſt leaned 4 
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I fingers to fight, teacheth the Weaver alſo To 
| mix bis Tarns, and #0 #browm bis Shuttle. 
be | Seb. 3; The Weavers Trads then is Cans- 
eſe | nical, An imployment of which God is not 
ids | aſhamed to be called the Father, as to which 
u- | he is pleaſed to imploy his own Spirit. 'Tis 
ut (£900 tobe in a Calling as to which wet can 
ay, That God bath called us to it. Pious Pas 
for. | rents may have a little too much Zeal, in re- 
d , | fuſing all but Scripture-Nares for cheir Chil- 
my | dren, (the Scripture it {lf borrows Childrens 
| Names from-Words fi gnificant of Mercy andr 
Duty. But thoſe Patents are as muck too 
| carcleks who think they may give their Chil- 
! dren the: Names of Pagan Htdols, or otherwiſe 
7 | fooliſh and infignificant.. ' There may be par- 
hiſt } ticular Imployments lawfullenough, which are 
Ks,) 1 not Canonized' by holy 'Writ, all chiags were 
firſt } not written, (what ſhould the World then 
ned 9 have done with the Books! ) Trades are for 
her. } neceſſary Uſes, and- every Imploymenc ' of that 
30d | nature not ſerving to maintain. wickedneſs, ' or 
nab \ meerly' to debauch the World with wanton- 
het 1 xeſs and luxury, are doubtleſs lawful; whether 
29.4 we can derive them from Scripture or no: 
o #57 But certainly it is a ſatigfaGion: to: a piods 
ing: 1 Tradeſman, when he'can' find the name of 
vere his Trade written in that Book of Life. This 
d it] you ſce-the Weaver may, if he cannot derive 
that] from Naamab, yet he: may. derive from! Beaa- 
| bus} leel and Aboliab. and they both derived from 
ers} God: B 2 Sed. 4: 


ro 
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Sed. 4. Theſe Weavers were working for 
the Tabernacle. Weaving, then doth not on- 
ly derive from God, but may be »ſeful for God, 


and that in Services which in the firft degree. 


are acceptable to him, The excellency of a 
Trade derives from its uſefulneſs 3 the noble- 
neſs of it from the particular uſe to which it 
may be ſerviceable. . A. Trade can ſerve no 
higher uſe than that of the Tabernacle. . This 
the Weavers Trade .is here ſerviceable unto. 
Your Bodies (faith the Apoſile) are the Tem- 
ples of the holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor.. 6..19. . The 
Temple and Tabernacle differed not in their 


end, but in their Foundation only and: Orna-. 


ment, The Temple was fixed 3 the Tabernacle 
moving. The Tabernacle in a more travel- 
ling Habit than the: Temple. Both Howſes 
for. the Lord God of Iſrael. The Temple is 
made the Figure of Chriſt, Joh. 2. Weaving 
then may be ſerviceable unto the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; yea it is ſo ſerviceable. Let not the 
Emunnch ſay, Iam a dry tree : let not the Wea- 
ver ſay; I am a poor mean Trade. He who 
in his Trade ſerves the higheſt uſes, may con- 
tend with the nobleſt Tradeſman ; let not the 
Weaver ſay then, that he is of a mean Trade 
in Iſrael, of a family: 1:ghtly efteemed of. Kings 
Servants have no contemptible notion, The 
Dignity of-a Trade is not beholden to the 
World's eſtimate, but to its own uſcful- 
neſs. He that can work for a Tabernacle, 
works 
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works for the higheſt end. | 

Sef, 5. But there is a difference yet be- 
twixt working for the Tabernacle, arid work. 
ing in the Tabernacle : Bezaliel aud Aholiab 
work for it, but Aaron and his Sons only muſt 
work in it and No man taketh that honour to 
himſelf (faith the Apoftle) but he who is cal- 
led of God as Aaron was. Let every man (faith 
the Apoſtle) abide in the Calling to which God 
bath called bim. When I confider the compo- 
ſition of the Tabernacle, I find there no Work 
for the Weaver, but in the making the fine 
linnen, in converting, the Wooll offered of blue, 
purple ani ſcarlet, or working the Goats-bair 
offered into Webs, making the Hangings for 
the Corrt and the Dore of the Coxrt, and the 
Clothes of Service, the holy Garments for Aaron 
the Prieſt, and for bis Sons to miniſter in; yet 
is not this to be deſpiſed : he that makes but 
a Curtain for the Lords Tabernacle, certainly 
hath as high an Office, as he who- is but a 
Dore-keepet in the Houſe of the Lord, which 
David preferred before a dwelling in the Tents 
of Wick-dneſl, Surely it is bettcr to make a 
Garment for Aaron, than a Shrine for Diana. 
The loweſt Room in Heaven is Heaven (faith a 
grave Author) though it be but behind the Dore. 
Uzzab muſt not toxch the Ark, (though a Le- 
vite) nor Saul nor Uzzah offer Sacrifices 
though both great Princes. God's Church is 
like an Army which muſt march in Rank, and 
B 3 File : 
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File : God (ſaith the Apoſtle) # a.God of Or- | 


dey and not of Confuſion. The Weaver ſhall 


have his Wages working for the Tabernacle, ! 
though he. wears not, 'but only weaves the 1 
holy Garments 3 it he offers not a Black, yet ? 
he offers a Twrtle-Dove and young Pigeons, he 


ſerves the Lord Chriſt though jt be not at the 
Altar , and doth any ſerve him for no- 
thing ? 


Sed. 6. But the Houſe i» Shiloh is pull'd | 


down, and there is no more going #p to Gi- 


* deon 3 yea there is not oxe ſtoxe left upon ano- 
ther, either in Solomons,. or Zorobabels, or He- | 
rods Temple : the,Curtains are rent in pieces, F 
and the holy Garments are worn ont, Is then | 
the Weavers Trade antiquated? Or, is the | 


uſefulneſs of it for the Temple aboliſhed ? Or, 


need we to deviſe new boly Garments for Priefts | 
to intitle them to an Imployment for Ged ? ' 


And muſt hangings of blue, purple and Scar- 


let again he made neceſſary? No ſurely, * 
Know you not (faith the Apolile to the Chri- : 
ſtian Corinthians) that your Bodzes are the tem- 
ples of the holy Ghoſt > Temples in which the | 
Lord dwells, even be who dwells not in Temples 
It the Weaver cannot yet | 


made with hands. 
ſee himſelf at work . for God% Tabernacles, the 
fault is in his own Eyes, or in the luſt of his 
own Heart. 
of the naked, is doubtleſs at work for God's Ta- 
bernacle , Nay, for that fixed Temple, which 

' | ' he 


£- 


He that works for the clothing | 
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he hath ſet up amongſt the Sonis of Men 3 '(Far 
the poor (ſaith our Lord) you beve always with 
le, 4 you, )) The Weaver that made our Lords 
he 2 Seamleſi-Coat , underfiood not what he did, 
7 but had a noble Imployment : That Coat was 
4 to cover-the Perſon who was the Eternal Son 
! of: God, but he never made more than that 
o= one for ſuch an uſe. Me (ſaith Chriſt) you 
have not always: he who wore that was pre- 
ſently to put on the Garments of Glory 3 but 
he that Weaves for his Members hath a more 
ſtanding Work for God, and fo ſeems to be. 
more bleſſed in his Imployment. Our Savi- 
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s, 4 our converted the devout Woman, that cried 
-n 4 out, Luke 11. 27. Bleſſed is the Womb that bare 
ne 3 thee, and the Paps which thou haſt Sucked : by 


adding, v. 28, Jes, rather bleſſed are they that 
bear the Word of God and keep it. Doth any 
think, Bleſſed was that Weaver which Wove 
y. | the Seamleſi-Coat for thim who was his Savi- 
* our, who was an Inſtrument to cloth him 
i- | with the Robe in which he was to appear be- 
1- | fore Pontins Pilate, who was to cloth all the 
ie } Ele& with that garment of righteouſneſs in which 
es | they are to appear before their Father in Heaven? 
-t | Surely we may ſay, yea rather Bleſſed are they, 
ie 4 who are imployed not in making . Cove-- 
is } ings for the Temple that was :deftroyed, and 
wg | in three days raiſed up again, but for the 
living Temples of the moſt high God ; if in- 
deed as they prepare. clothing , ſo they talſo 

B 4 clothe 
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clothe the naked ; I was naked and you clothed 
me, Mat, 25. 36. | 

Sef. 7. But what is this? God filled them 
with wiſdom of heart, to do all manner of work, 
-—of the Weaver, How doth the Eternal God | 
humble himſelf to behold, not only the Things 
done in the Heavens, but upon the Earth ?: Who © 
is like unto the Lord who dwelleth on bigh ? 
(faith the Pſalmiſt upon this very Argument ) ; 
He clotheth the grafſ of tbe field, which to day | 
is. and to morrow is caſt into the Oven: and 
. all fleſh is graft (faith the Prophet 3, ) this Grafs 
he clotheth alſo. How low doth the lofty Eye | 
deſcend? The wheel is mmrned upon the cymmin, 1 
and the Fitches are not threſhed out with a * 
threſhing inſtrument ; but beaten out with a | 
ſtaff. _ The bread corn is -brniſed becauſe he will | 
wot be ever threſhing it, no» break, it- with 'the | 
wheel of his cart, nor bruiſe it with horſemen, * 
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Fhis alſo cometh from the Lord of Hoſts, If. 28. 
28, 29, This? What? This drſcreton, v. 
26. Hy God dith inftru& him to diſcretion, and 


teach him, The Weaver would not} have } 
known which way to have faſtened his warp, | 


or ordered bis woof. or directed his Shuttle, or | 


mixed his Yarns, but- for a diſcretion taught 
bim by the Lord of Hdiſts. ' Blefſed God! How 
great art thou in all things? 'And never great- 


er than inthe leaft of things : How little do 


we know thee, or confider thee, who yet art 
evex at our' fingers:ends? What a Meditation 
cl this 


| 


j 
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bet this is for a Weaver at his Loom? Tt is the 


Lord of Hoſts, that influenceth my harid-even 


bem © in this moment to throw this Shuttle, and*in- 
ork © fluenceth my mind with -d:ſcretion to order 
od & theſe Threads, to move thele ſeveral Utenfils 
gr of my Trade, ſo as they ferve the end which 
ho 4 1 defign: What a God do'Þ ſerve? Who tis 


| preſent with me while I fit here at my poor 
! contemptible Imployment , who humbleth 
himſelf to help me to work, and influenceth 
7 me to work berter than my Neighbour : have 
I more diſcretion than my fellow-Labourer it. 
the farhe Chamber ? This alſo cometh from the 
Lord, who is mighty in counſel and wonderful in 
: working. 
1 Sef.8. Iamtherefore (certainly ) obliged 
# to be bumble. If I can invent a new Stuff 
# which another cannot (with all his induſtry ) 
1 hic npon, if I can better order my Yarns, my 
' 


Colours, ifI can better order my: work, or 
! throw my Shuttle more nimbly, and bring 7 
' piece quicker off thg loom; I have no reaſon ro 
/ deſpiſe him that cannot bee ſo quick, or ſaga- 
| cious as my ſelf, for what have I which T have 

#0t received from him who is mighty in Comn- 
| ſel? To deſpiſe the diligent perſon or my 
dull Companion, that is not ſottiſh, and 
wiltully negligent in his work, is but to re- 
proach my Maker; and he was mzze as well as 
bis : 1 derived no more of my Soul than he did 
from his Mother, and they' are the nimbler 
exerciſes 
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exerciſes of that,- not .of my terrene Earthly 


part,: which diſcovers this ingenuity. But | 
= infinite reafon #o be thankful to that God * 
who hath thus. given. me that power to get | 
riches,which he hath denicd to him that works 7 
in the fameChamber with me Certainly I ſtand 2? 


obliged to do more than others, for that God 


who hath done more for me than for others of * 
my owne trade. This common gift obligeth : 
me to ſpecial duty, becauſe it is not common to | 


me with all, though it be common to me with 
others who never tafted Special and dil- 
tinguiſhing gracc, - 
Sed. 9. Now what ſhould the Weaver do 
more ? doubtleſs , love , bononr , ſerve that 
God more: but theſe are Generals. Of oldthe 
firſt fruits were to be offered unto the Lord : 
To do good and to diſtribute (ſaith the Apoſtle) 
forget ot, for with ſuch Sacrifices God is well- 
pleaſed, Diſtributions fall under the two 
Notions of feeding»the Hungry, and clothing the 
Naked. The Latter of theſe directly reterreth 
to the Weaver's Trade. I ve heard that a late 
Learned Lawyer in this Nation, during, his 
whole lite, would lay afide every tenth fee for 
pious and charitable uſes. Our Law obligeth 
the Lawyer to give his pains to him or hex 
that will plead in forma pauperizs, If you can 
think of nothing elſe whereby to ſhew your 
ratitude to God, yet this you cannot over- 
look becauſe ever in;your eye; This is to 
honour 
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{ honour God with your ſub#ance and with your 
increaſe; your increaſe lyeth in making Cloth- 
7 ing for the naked. Let your friends when 
{ you are gone be able (as the friends. of Dorcas) 
to bring forth the clothes which when alive ſhe 
# had made for the poor, Let me tell you, that God 
* is the beſt Merchant you can part with a piece 
of Stuff to : he indeed ſometimes takes day 
+ toſee if his Weavers can truſt him, but as he 
+ payes certainly ſo he payes to the beft profit : 
1 He that caſts bis bread upon many waters, ſhall 
after many days find it, and fo ſhall he that. 
throws a picce of cloth, or Stuff there : He 
ſhall find it in that day when God ſhall fay to 
them on his right hand, 1 was naked and you 
clothed me, 

Seda. 10, But if TI muſt be filled with the 
Wiſdom of God to work all manner of work of 
the Weaver ; if this cometh trom the Lord , 
then much more to work any Spiritual work, 
It there muſt be a Special influx of Providence, 
beyond what ordinary ſouls of workmen have, 
(poſſeſſed of an underſtanding and will of the 
ſame ſpecies with mine, ) upon me to make 
me a better workman,to invent a new piece of 
Stuff, to judge of its acceptableneſs to people 
the next year, better than another of the ſame 
trade with me that hath the ſame underſtand- 
ing and will that Thavez What an influence of 
God muſt it require to perform a ſpiritual ſer- 
vice that ſhall be acceptable unto God ? Can- 
not 
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not TI mix my Colours as I would? and may I re- 
pent or believe it I will? Is it not in my power 
to make a piece of Stuff of which I have the 
patern which lyes before me, and for which 
I have the materials? and is it in my powerto 
do an aQion truly and ſpiritually good,though 
I have paterns before me, though I have the 
ſame rational Soul, that he hath that doth it? ' 
He that denieth diſtinguiſhing Sprritual habits 
referring to truly Spiritual Aﬀts., will be for- 
ced to acknowledge a diſtinguiſhing Confnon 
- Lift given to one Weaver and not to another : 
The one can #xvert, the other cannot; the one 
can judge better, whether a piece of Stuff 
will next year take; the one can do his work 
more neatly and acceptably to every Eye. 
Man hath not his willſo far free, that though 
he hath learned his trade, and would fain in- 
vent and judg, and mix his Colours , and 
work up, and off, his Ware as well as another ; 
yea though he hath the ſame Yarns, he cannot 
doit: Let then the Arminian go and diſpute 
with the Weaver, and firſt make him believe 
that he may invent as happily as his neighbour, 
and make as good work as he if he will 3 let 
him tell him that the reaſon why he doth it not, 
is not #atural but moral impotency, becguſe he 
cannot prevail with himſclt to be willing to 
do itz will not the experience of every poor in- 
duſtrious Weaver confute him? furely the ex- 
perience of a Chriſtian, as to actions truly $pirt- 
* tually 


Lord, the Lord of hoſts: 
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caally 'and formally good, will contute him 
much more. 

Sef.11. What an argument alſo is -this for 
contentation with the lot which God hath given 
us, and .the fiation in the world which he 
hath willed.us to take up. The world is but 
a great Army, ſet in rank and file, by the. 
What if. one be a 
Lientenant-General, others Collonels and Cap- 
tains and Commiſſion-officers in it 3 and others 
be but Milites gregariz,ordinary Common Soul- 
diers; it-is the great General that hath ordered . 
the one, and the: other to: their (tations, and 
hath. fiited the one and the other' for [their 
works. What it God. will have the Princes, 
the Nobles, the Judges,” to fit all day on the 
Throne of Fudgment andto imploy themſelves in 
cutting out right to: every man, whiles he 
willetts me: to fit in my loom and imploy my 
ſelf all the day in throwing the ſkuttle-z . We ' 
both are influenced by the ſame-Spirit.On them * 
Reſts:the Spirit of wiſdom and judgment; on me 
alſo. (in my model ,) the Spirit of ' Wiſdom, / 
trom whence I work the: work of the Weaver. 
As Lam influenced. by God to my work as 
well as thoſe that take up higher ſtations, and 
alliſted- by God in it: So I have alſo an op- 
portunity in it, to thew my ſelf ſerviceable to 
God, ſerviceable to my-generation. The Magi- 
ſtrates work is to detendzthe Rich mans work 
is to feed;mine is to cloth the Neked,I can pray 

| for 
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for ablefhingupon my loom, becauſe it works for 
theneceſſary uſes of mankind. Do I work in a 
lower Orb than ſome others do ? yet I ſerve 
no lower Maſter; I work for no lower end 
than they do, Let not the Weaver fay then, 
My family is poor in Iſrael, my trade is light- 
ly cfteemed of. Fools rate' things by appear- 
ance, and ſacrifice their judgments to Vulgar 
applauſe : Wiſe men judg according to reality. 
Can that. trade be contemptible, which the 
wiſe God: learneth us, in which the Spirit of 
God athfteth us, and which ſerveth one of the 
greacclt uſes of the ſons of men ?1f therefore 
| thow' beeſt bred no higher than to be a Weaver, 
yet be therewith content. Paul had learnt to 
be ſo-in every ſtate. » Let thy mind abide in 
that.cylling to which the Lord hath called youz 
fay'not;. O if I had been a Merchant, If I had 
been 8: Draper &c; - They both derive from 
thee; ,and the ' Spirit of Wiſdom, to wosk all 
manuer of: work., even that of the Weaver, doth 
fax more vitbly:work in thee, than in the one 
or the other of them : There is far leſs wiſdom 
exerciſed by them, in. proportioning prices, in 
contriving advantagions trenſportations, than in 
thy invention of thy - Stuff, mixing and con- 
triving thy yarns &c. The Spidzr certainly 
ſhews us more of God than the Butterfly. The 
filkworm is a far greater miracle of divine 
. wiſdom than any other Infe&. 


The 
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The Poem : 


Then Reft My Soul”, thou baft-enongb : 
Thou ſerveft God jn Weaving Stuff. 
Thow ſerveft- #4 mayt ſerve bim more, 
Clothing 4hg godd,)-but naked poor. 
Thou ſerveſt men : and ſerv'ſt them in 
Employment, where thow ſerv|t not fin : 
Thou ſerve(t not their Luxury, 

But only their neceſſity. - 

*Trs not my work to improve. mintes 
Making Diana's ſylver-frrine : ; 

Aur 80 make. Rabbands, no-nor Lace, 
Nor patches for-@:Warton rface-; 

Nor any id|e-biftrnment |; 1\(1- -- 

Of Pride, which men may bitter mant. 
(Ff Stuffs may bb abuſed 204 )- . +. 

That Taylars\aid notWravers db, 11. 
The Weaver is-0 law-bornazade, 
Spiders by God at firſl were mage. 

"Tis God thatgiveth a: wife heart” : 

To. me, to- work in the Weavers Arts. 
-  Bleſt Loyd: !»let'me 3 Weaver be; 
4:80 Fmay Weave: a: piece far-teees:. 
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GAAP. I. 


The Weavers Materials ; 'Woall, Silk, 
Hair, Hemp, 'Flax, -Cotton,':1e%c. 


The Meditations, . + 


Sed. 1. He Weaver”s trade.is of great an- 
| tiquity,-yet not coevous to the 
fall of Adam :; That firſt indeed. diſcovered 
nakedneſs ( which makes the uſefulneſs .of this 
art ) but the art.was not diſcdvered- as foon as 
ſhame made a neceſlity -ofretsthir;\ Our firit 
parents firſt Sewed.fip-teaver together, aud made 
themſelves aprons, Gen.:3\5 {+ or ſomething 
to gird about chem: Theres God:.himſelt was 
the Feaver,and tdemrand-Eve were their own 
Taylors. We know not the fdinienfions of the 
trees,or leaves,or traits ok thoſe fruitful places; 
, but ( be it what jcewvill?) the protection a ig + 
leaf could give;mnfi neceſſanly:be. very-ordina- 
ry, and the caveting; very. ſcant..\The Hebrew 
therefore ſaith nomore than that they made 
mn garments, covering thoſe parts which 
Nacure teacheth us to hide. The Extremities 
oftcold and heat, which fin had now made 
more afflictive, and the faſt coming-up of 
the Thorns and Thiſtles, to which the Earth_ 
(for * 
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(:for mans fake) was quickly condemned, 
ſoon diſcovered need. of - better clothes than 
fig-trees could afford. When Weaving certainly 
began, is hard to fay 3 but if what ſome would 
have, one ofthe Daughters of Lamech began 
it,-it muſt be by that time the world had been 
1651 years in being. . Be that as it will, we 
know within a thouſand years after , Bezaleel 
and Aboliab were skilled in it. We know that in 
the Tabernacle were ctirtains of tine twined 
Linnen, blue, purple and ſcarlet ( which cer- 
tainly refer to woollen ). We know alſo their 
were curtains. of goats hair, Exod.-26.7. Of 
Silk;indeed we read nothing, that I remember, 
till Pro, \3r. It ſhould feem by ſome of the 
Roman Hiſtorians,that it was arare commodity 
284 years after our Saviour : Aurelian there- 
fore | the Emperour would wear no cloths , 
whofe warp and woof were both Silk; for (faith 
my author ) a pound of Silk was then of the 
ſame value with a pound of Gold. 'It was 
555 years after Chriſt before any great. plenty 
of filk was diſcovered in Exrope. Procopins 
tells us we were then beholden to two Monks 
for it, who brought ſome filkworms Eggs from 
the Iadies to Fuſtinian the Emperour. The 
uſe of the other materials was much more an- 
cient, © Hemp, Flax and Cotton-wool, are veger- 
ables : Wooll, filk and hairare the produd of 
ſenſitive creatures. The whole Creation 1s 
made-up-of things that have a were being 3 ſuch 
C arc 
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are the Elements, Stars &c, or ſuch. things as 
have life and no more added to being 3 ſuch are 
all Vegetables, plants &c, or ſuch as to being and 
life have alſo ſenſe added, and therefore are 
called ſexſitives ; ſuch are all beaſts, whether 
thoſe that have foxr feet or more,ſuch are ſheep, 
goats,worms, flies and all inſeqs:or ſuch as have 
being, life and ſenſe and reaſon alſozſuch is man, 
The Angels are a noble part of the Creation 


too, and have being, life, and Reaſon, but not \ 


ſenſe in that manxer as man, who exerciſeth the 
faculties of his ſoul by bodily Organs which 
they want. Two of thoſe great hoſts of God 
. contribute, and prove little enough to cover 
man's nakedneſs. The hoſt of Vegetables afford 
Hemp, Flax and Cotton; the ſenfitves Wooll, Hair 
and Flax, Both would hide. mans ſhame. 
Man hath eaten of the tree of forbidden fruit, 
and lieth zaked in bis tent, The Devils mock 
him in his lapſed Eftate : The ſenſitzves and 
Vegetables joyn together to bring him where- 
with to cover his ſhame. The poor Worm 
{pins her ſelf to death; For him the ſheep caſts 
her coatz The Goats and Camels ſuffer them- 
{elves to be clipped; The tree ſends out Cotton- 
Wooll, The plamts grow and dy. How doth 
the whole Creation freely ſerve him, who can 
hardly find an heart to ſerve his: or their 
Maker? 
SeF.2,: Thou haſt (faith the Pſalmiſt ) made 
him to have dominion over the work of thy bands, 
thou 
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thow baſt put all things under bis feet, Pal. 8. 6, 
That thoſe which mecrly have being, are at his 
Command, or under his feet,is pla#n:he treadeth 
upon the Earth, he lets in; or keeps out the 
airz he turns the water this or that way, as 
ſerveth his concern; he lets in, or keeps out the 
air. - But ſee alſo-the Vegetables and ſenſitives 
ſerving him. The Sheep before the ſhearers is 
dumb. Other beaſts are patfently ſpoiled 
of their hair. The Hemp and Flax are pilled. 
The Cotton-tree is* content to loſe its iſſue 
every. year that Man might be clothed. The 
Ox, the Sheep, and either of their off{prin 

dyes that he might be fed : Sodo the backers 
foxl and fiſh.At what a rate to the conſumption 
of the Creation doth man live?When tempting 
our Saviour they brought to him a queſtion, Is 
it lawful to pay tribute to Ceſar or is it not ? he 
calls for a piece of coine, and querieth whoſe 
ſuperſcription and image it bare: they lay unto 
him Ceſar's. . Mark our Lords application : 
Render therefore unto Ceſar the things that are 
Ceſar's, and unto God the things that are Gods. 
Doth the Weaver diſpute whether he ſhould 
pay his homage to God yea or no? Let him 
look upon the parcel of bair, wooll, filk, hemp, 
flax,cotton, which being firft twiſted into yarn, 
he by & by faſineth to his Loome, and ſay 
whoſe image and ſuperſcritpion is here? his own 
heart muſt make him an{wer, Gods. It is not in 
the power of all the ſons of man to: make one. 
C 2 
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of theſe things » and out of theſe he gets his 
livelihood, and in the uſe of theſe things he and 
thouſands of others live. How w_ er A 
thing is it that he ſhould ſerve that great Lord, 
who makes thus his whole Creation to ſerve 
him ! It is his wooll, his hair, his flax, his bemp, 
his f/k, that the Weaver uſeth; Were there not-a 
Godin the world there could have been no 
ſuch things. Surely then he ſhould not live 


without a God in the world, Tf there be a God 


that loadeth us. with his benefits, there is a God 
to receive ourhomages : with what a thankful 
heart ſhould the Weaver faſten his materials. to 
his loome ? with what fear ſhould he walk leſt 
he ſhould provoke God to recover at his hand 
bis wooll, ayd bis flax, which be bath given us to 
cover onr nakedneſi? Hol, 2. g. 

Sett. 3. The whole creation ((aith the Apoſtle 
Rom. 8.22, ) groaneth and travelleth- in' pain 
»ntil now, v. 26.-it was made ſnbjed to Vanity, 
not willingly, but by reaſon of bim who' bath ſub- 
jefcd the ſame in hope, Becauſe it ſhall be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption into the plorions 
liberty of the ſons of God. P. Martyr faith the 
creature is ſubjeced to a four-fold vanity. 1. 
As for mans fervice it is wearied with 2 daily 
labour. 2. As it is puniſhed for mans error. 3. As 
it ſuffers togetber with man. 4. As it is made 
ſubje& to mans luſt. God hath put it in the 
three firſt mentioned ſubjeQions, and in them 
acts effefiively, as to the laſt he aQeth but 


permiſively. 
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permiſſively. The fukworm ſpinneth, and dyeth 


tor us in compaſs of a few weeks ſpace 3 there's 
its vanity : The plant grows up and dyes and 
xots for us, to make us threds for our naked- 
neſs; The Beaſt parts with its own covering, 
for us; there's a part of their vanity. They 
haye to none oftheſe a natural propenſion, but 
God hath ſubje&ed them in hopez and they 
are patiently ſubjeA;zthe Sheep before the ſhearer 
openeth not its mouth. But man hath made it 
ſubje to a greater Vanity than any of thele . 
God created theſe things and ſubjeqed them' 
to ſerve our neceſſities; tis man, ſinful man, 
that hath niade them to lacquey his luſts and 
corruptions, The filkworm never bequeathed 
the ſpinning of its life for the maintenance of 
pride, and hindrance of good works, The 
ſheep never yielded its wooll to cover thenak- 
edneſs of the Earth,but the nakedneſs of man. 
This is one way by which we make even God 
himſelf zo ſerve with our iniquities. This isone 
thing which makes the Creation groan for the 
day of Fudgment, Rom. 8. 22. becauſe it ſhall 
then be delivered from this bondage of corruption. 

Sed. 4. But yet methinks the difference 
of the Weavers materials ſpeaks ſome order, 
which is Gods will:amongft men woot! is coar- 
ſer then file, bair is a medium betwixt them 
both; Hemp is groſſer than flax,and Cotton again 
is betwixt them both. Our Saviour, Marth, 
Il. $, allows a ſoft rayment, to them that are 
C 3 n 


22 The Art of Weaving Spiritnalized. 


in Kings houſes, There are ſome whom God 
himſelf covers with Silk and fine Linnen and' 
broidered work, Ezek. 16. 13. God doth no 
more will a levelling tor Clothes, than Orders 
of Perſons or Eſtates. The Silk; worm is Gods 
Creature as well as the Goat, Sheep, Camel, 
Badger, 8&c. and created for Man's uſe. The 
- virtuous Woman may cover her ſelf with fk 
and purple, Prov. 31. 20, 22. Theſe things 
may be upon our backs, ſo they be not in our 
Hearts 3: and certainly the heart of Man is too 
" noble a thing to receive what a poor Worm 
hath vornited out from her Intrails. Mind 
ot bigh things (ſaith the Apoſtle); let others 
(if they pleaſe) by our Silk, know the Stati- 
on which God hath willed us to take up in 
the World above them 3 but let us ill re- 
member we are but Duſt and Aſhes, and that 
our Silks remove us from our Neighbours, 
but ſome few ſteps as to external Order : 
They are the ſame Fleſh and Blood with us, 
and have Souls of the ſame ſpectes,equally or- 
dained to an Eternity, and equally capable of 
a bleſſed Eternity, Silk is Jawfu), but it muſt 
be uſed lawtully., Whether Dorcas ever wore 
any, or no, I cannot tcll ; but whoever wear 
it will be concerned, that others may, like her 
Executrices, Ad. 9. 39. be able to ſhew the 
coats and garments which they have made for 
the Poor. It filken Garments eat up our a- 
bility fox [Charity 3: the: Silk-worm groans for 
| it, 
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it, and is by it put in bondage to corruption* 
And certainly ſome order is to be obſerved 
alſo : God had never provided us wool! and 


hair as well. as Silk; cotton and hemp as well 


as flax, if he had not intended ſome diffe. 
rence in our habits according toour Stations, 
As it is an ugly fight to ſee Princes go on foor, 
and Servants riding o# horſe-back ; ſo *tis no 
very comely Spectacle to ſee the Servant ride 
cheek by jole with his Maſter. Let not coſt- 
ly germents devour our good works 3 and 
God hath not forbidden them. It is noted 
of Henry the ſecond King of France, that he 
could never be perſwaded to wear Silk-Stock- 
ings, though then in uſe in his Nation. Let 
us not nouriſh high opinions of our ſelves; let 
them be uſed to ſhew the difference which the 
Providence of God hath made amongſt men, 
as to the place he wills they ſhould take up in 
the World, and they may be worn innocently. 
But the Weaver is not concerned here; he may 
weave it, let others take heed how they uſe it. 

Se. 5. But whence is this Silk I am wind- 
ing upon my Loom? Let me ſtand ſtill a little 
axd ſee this great ſight, *Tis the produe of a 
noble creature, than which whether the Crea- 
tion affords ought more ftupendious, I cannot 
ſay. - In the Spring it is a little grain, egg, or 
ſeed, hardly exceeding the quantity of a ſmall 
Pins-head > it is enlivened by a ſtrange genera- 


' tion, in its timez about the ſeaſon that the 


C 4 Mulberry 
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Mulberry-Tree beginneth to ſhoot forth, it 


groweth up -by degrees, being fed with the 
leaves of Mulberries, till having done its 
work, and ſpun out its bottom, it vomiteth it 
out of its mouth and ſoon after (having firſt 
caſt its ſeed )dyes. Men wind off this Silk thus 
made, and weave it into a Web, and of this 
are made the moſt coſtly, and ornamental Gar- 
ments 3' Who hath deſpifed the day of ſmall 
tbings ? How great is God in the little Things 
of Nature? Yea in the leaſt, greateſi ? Methinks 
this Worm repreſents to us Chriſtians, our 
great Lord and Saviour, How little was he 
in the day wherein he was born ? How did 
he nothing himſelf? (To uſe the Apoſtles 
expreſſion, He made himſelf of no repatation. 
How was he enl:vened into an humane Lite by 
a ſtrange Generation ? How little a while did 
he, when the had taken Fleſh,dwell amongſt us ? 
What was his meat and drink while he lived 
here, but to feed on the Mulberry-tree of the 
Divine law, firſt planted in Sinai? to: do this Fa- 
t#ber's Will, which when he had done, he 
dicd, leaving'us a righteouſneſs to cover our 
nakedneſs, a glorious robe with which we may 
appear in: the houſe of the King of Glory? 
But as Man hath ſomething to do, before the 
Stlk-worme s legacy will be uſeful for him 3 ſo 
hath the. Chriſtian that:will be clothed with 
this fik and broidered: garment. The Silk- 
worm leaves the Silk\upon the Cod; Men 

a may 
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' may negle& or uſe it as they pleaſe : even 


Chriſts Righteouſneſs profiteth none without 
Faith. *Tis true we have no Web to make; 
no woof to add to this warp (as Papiſts do 
In their Linſey-Woolſey Righteouſneſs); but 
we muſt put it on, and we muſt walk there- 
in. 

Seq. 6. Whence is this Wool, which twiſt- 
ed into Yarn, I am faſtning into my Looms or 
Shuttle * Was it not the covering of the Sheep , 
that loſeth its Coat to make Man a Cover- 
ing? As this Sheep before its Shearers was 
dumb, ſo opened not my Lord his mouth. 

1. Lord, What is vain Man proud of? 
What hath he on his back but a Coat, that 
was upon a pitiful Sheeps back , before it 
came upon his,or the produd of a Silkworm's 
Excrements,or the Clippings of a Camel? Why 
are they ſo lifted up for their changeable Suits 
of Apparel and Ornaments? Are their Clothing 
of Silver and Gold ? It is yet but a covering 
of thick Clay. The Sheep when it had it on 
was meck and lowly; how comes Man to be 
proud and haughty > What hath made the 
difference between a Fleece of Wooll, and a 
Piece of gay Stuff, or fine Cloth, but the Art 
of ſome'poor Men? 

2. This Sheep before the Shearers opened not 
its mouth , it knew not but it was going to 
the Shambles, it underftood not that it was 
going to be ſhorn for the: uſe of Men, yet it 

opened 
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Opened not its Mouth. Upon this account 
Chriſt was alſo compared to a Sheep. He 
indeed knew, that he was going to be offered 
as a Sacrifice for us; to lay down his Life for 
us, that we might have a Righteouſneſs 
through himz Tet he (ſaith the Prophet, and 


twice repeats it) opened not his mouth, What 


patience ſhould it learn us in the time: of Gods 
Sheep-ſhearing;* Tis true our Wooll will make 
no Garments for naked Souls, but it will be 
encouraging, to fearful and faint-hearted 
Chriſtians. The Sheep is (horn that it may 
| bear Wooll againſt the next, and further years. 
\ Oh! Let us remember that we alſo are purg- 
ed that we may bring forth more fruit. 

' Sed. 7. But whence hath this Wool! this 
ſtrength ? Nothing more feeble than a ſingle 
Hair of Wooll in the Fleece. Every Child 
can pull a lock of Wooll in pieces; How comes 
it to be ſo ſtrong in Tarn, and much ſtronger 
when it is woven into Cloth or Stuff? It is 
nothing but the twiſting of the Hairs or 
Threds together, O how good a thing it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity! Pſal. 13 4. 
7- The dying Father's Children could eaſily 
break the Arrows given them ſingly, but the 
' Sheafthey could not break,thoughthere wereno- 
thing in the Sheaf but the fingle Arrdws : Vis 


unita fortior. The Weavers Yarn and his Web, 


both learn him the great Leſſon of brotherly 


Love, and cannot, but afford him this Medi» 


tation 
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tation, how ſtrong were Chriſtians were they 
but all United in Love. They are all contendin 
for truth in their ſeveral different forms,and [ft- 
tle paths of Religion; but why ſhould they noe, 
as the Apoſtle would have them, <anfeveyiy 
eyamns Speak the truth and contend for the truth 
and yet in love? The Church of God will never 
be perfely terrible like an Army with ban- 
ners, till love be the Colours. The Crofs 
hath been in her Enfignes a long time, but it 
hath been in a bloody Field. | 
Sed. 8. How many differing aQs have been 
done to this yarn, before it comes to the State 
wherein it is, yet more muſt be done before it 
will be a covering for men and women : It 
muſt be faſined to a Loom and to a Shuttle, the 
warp and woof muſt be united by the Weavers 
indufiry, it muſt then be died, preſt, ſcaled, &c. 
before it is fit for a market; What a work here 
is! how many hands are bufied to repair but 
one influence of the fall of Adam, to cover that 
bodily nakedneſs which that unhappy day dif- 
covered ? But how much more muſt be done 
to provide that in the great day ofthe Lord the 
Son of Adam may not walk naked. Man is 
but the Weaver in the caſe. Chriſt indeed hath 
provided him materials, the wool! is fxom him, 
who was as the dumb Sheep before the Shear- 
ers. Yea he was as the Weaver to. All was 
finiſhed in point of Satisfa&tion when he gave 
his laſt groan upon the Croſs; and as to that 
man 
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Man hath nothing to do but to put it on but 
yet even that garment muſt be put-on, nor is 
"Kt ever truly put on, without another alſo of di- 
vers ,colours. We muſt alfo be clothed with 
humility, put on charity, meckneſs, long ſuffer-' 
ing,, forgiving and forbearing one another. 
Chriſt indeed hath merited for his ele& the has 
bits of Grace which-adorn theSaints, but the as 
and exerciſe of them are ours in his ſirength. 
 Sedi.g.1cannot in the variety of theWeaver's 
materials, read box} good a God we have who doth 
_ not 'ouly conſult and provide for our treceſſities but 
our eaſe and the accomodation. of our infirmities.If 
the Jarge heart of our God could have fatisfed 
itſelf,in ſhewing Love to his Creatures by giv- 
ing them necefſarics, it had been enough for 
him to have fitted-the World with ſheep, and 
| have afforded us alittle coarſe wooll thatwould 
have covered our nakedneſs, and fecured us 
from the violences of weather,and is moſi pro- 
per for it: but this would have been harſh to 
our tender Skins, he therefore affords us Hemp 
and Flax which better ſuit them for inward 
garments, Wooll would have kept uswarm, but 
in Summer too warmzhe hath therefore provi- 
ded usSilk, tine linnen, &c. And for thoſe whoſe 
purſes will not reach ſo far, he hath provided 
us finer woolls, taught the Spinſter ;to draw it 
into finer threads, and the Weaver to bring it 
intoa finer Web : nay he hath not-onely pro- 
vided-us for necellity and delight, but for Or- 
nament 


ris 


= nament alſo: With what a liberal hand doth his 


: 


di- 


When all theſe creatures muſt be ſpent 
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bounty give to us? Shall we now be narrow- 
hearted towards him ? (hall we enquire onely 
for the leaſt degree of Grace (abating onely for 


+ hours of temptations) for a leaſt of good works 


which may evidence Grace? Look and ſee if 


| God thus deals with us: ' We have food an& 


rayment for delight aswell as for neceſlity.Nay, 
let us ſtrive that all a&ive Grace may abound 
in us, that we be rich'in good works, as. all 
kind of Grace from God doth abound to us. 
If there be a work of Supererogation to be - 
done, ſurely we ſtand obliged to do it ; let us 
never ask whether we have not done enough. 
for God but ſtill whether there be no moxe to: 
be done for him.Doth not God think'it tough 
to cloth our nakednefs, but he will delight us 
with our clothes,he will adorn us in clothing > 
Let not us think it enough to profeſs; but Jet 
us make it our buſineſs to'adprn our profeſſi- 
on and the.-Do&rine of Chriſt; let us not onely 


' pleaſe God, but labour to come up to that of 


the Spouſe; of which Chriſt Gith, Thx he 
raviſhed my'beart, my Siſter, my ſpouſe, thou"baſt 


| raviſhed my heart with one of the Chains abogt thy 


acck. 
The Poem, 


3 


How naked lies man in his tent, 
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To cover him! The Sheep be Shorn, 
And Cotton from the plant be torn; 
The hemp, and flax be ſown, and ſpring, 
4nd die, and rot, The Silkworm brings 
Her contribution too, and all 
Too ſhort to cover Adams fall. 
The lamb of God muſt alſo die, 
His fleece our covering mult be. 
How doth the whole Creation pay 
Theinhomage to us every day? 
Ob'! do we payour homage thus, 
To bins that made both them and us ? 
Shall Sheep and worms, and plants be free, 
To ſerve their end,and ſpall not wee ? 
While thus they are in bondage to Rqm.8.2t. 
Our Frailty, Let them not be ſo, 
Unto our Luſts ; Let them alone 
Serving our lawful uſes groan, 
Meanwhile how bounteous is he, 
"Who ſatisfies neceſſity, 
And fratlty too | who thus doth pleaſe 
"Us both for needs and alſo Eaſe | 
For Ornament, and Honour, All 
But what the Scripture Sin doth call \ 
| Ly rd let me never narrowed be 
'*'Th heart, for ſcha Goda thee, 
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' CHAP. 3. 


The Weaver either buyeth his Sk Raw,his 
Wooll, his Cetton, Hair, Hemp,Flax; 
or buyeth his Yarn, or Thred »2ade of 
all or any of theſe: Some of which he 
Scowreth, he mixeth his Colours, ſork- 
eth his yarns, then he fitteth it on ts 
his beam. | 


The Meditations. 


SeF. 1. The Weaver is like to Solomion*s 
vertuoas:woman, whoEatetb net 
the Bread of idleneſs;Pro.z 1.27.his hands are #ot 
idle, and therefore his houſe in probability'will 
zot drop through,Eccl. 10.1 $.1n the Sweat of thy 
face thou ſhalt eat.#hy bread; pethaps we miſ(- 
call it when we call it The firſt curſe. The:'Earth 
indeed- was curſed for mans ſake, Gen: 3-17 : 
; But whether man in his lapſed Eſtate was cxr- 
ſed or bleſſed, by having. a law of Labour laid 

| upon him, I much queſtion 3 +had it been a law | 
ot Idlenefs,it had been a moſt certain Curſezfor 
the lapſed Soul of man, being alienated from 
God, hadit not been fet to work, would doubts 
leſs have. worſe imployed itſelf, If T would ſet 
a man into the road to- Hell, I would ( as too 
many( ah wotfull !) parents ) breed-him.up 

to 
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to have nothing to do, Our Weaver's Soul 


hath no leiſure to reſt, he isalways buying, or | 
icowring, or ſorting, or mixing, or preparing | 
his Loom, or working, in it 3 polhbly men may 
defpiſc it-as a low Employment, but certainly | 
better than drinking, and gaming, and work- | 
ing iniquity with grecdinc(s:Heis not at leiſure | 


e© be amongſt the Simple ones, nor doth his im- 
ployment dire him to the youtb that are without 


nnderſtanding; and if Solomon's virtaons woman 


was not degraded, b ut deſcribed by her. laying 
. herhand to the Spindle, and holding the diſtaff, 
Pro. 31. 19. I underſtand not what blot, the 
Beam, and the Shuttle, and the Treddles, make in 
the Weavers Scutcheon. & 


Sed. 2, Let us go out with the Weaver to | 


his market, we find him there buying his materi- 


ells Wool; Yarn, Silk, &c. according to his par- | 


ticular occupation. Buy he muſt , raw, or 


wrought; for he that cannot make an hair of bh | 
own bead white or black, can much lefs make 8 | 
bair either on his own head, or on the ſheep or | 
camels backyIt were certainly more cafy to make | 
a quality than a Subſtance. Creation is all Gods | 
work, he can make the Sheep to bring forth | 
wooll; the goats and camels Skins to ſend forth | 
hairs man cannot make one hair, not one ſmall | 
thread of Silk, What a pitiful thing vain | 
proud man is in power ? that cannot give a | 


being to the leaſt thing in nature? hath he 


think we a power to make all things become 
new, 


ul | 
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new, that cannot make one thing new? can he 


or| make the new creature, by his own pdwer, that 
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is not able tocreate the maſt minute creature ? 
can he make himſelt # robe of Righteouſneſs, 
wherein toſtand before God, that cannot give a 
being to alock ofWoo! ? Surely as toa ſtate of 
Righteouſne(s,or any habits of Grace, he muſt 
alſo, before he can work any thing which will 
be acceptable in Gods ſight, go to him who 
hath himſelf rang the market-bell; If. 55. 2. 
Come bny,and Eat, --- withont money and with- 
ont price. Rev. 3. 18. I counſel thee to buy of me . 
---o-- tphite rayment that thou mayeſt be clothed, 
and all this without Moxey and Price, , 
Sea. 3. How cheap is the Grace of God that 


. bringeth Salvation ? without money and with- 


ont price (So runs the Proclamation.) It is the 
gift of the boly Ghoſt,and the Apoſtle hath taughc 
us 3 that nothing of that nature can be bought 
with SimonMagus his money. lt were ill called a 
Gift if it muſt be purchaſed ; I cannot buy a 
pack of Wooll, nor a bail of Silk, nor a little 
Hemp, or Flax, or Hair, without money : butl _ 
may buy Chritt, his Grace, his Glory without 
money, and without price, There is no going, 
to the market without money, but I may go to 
Chriſt, I may have Heaven without parting 
with any thing unleſs what is beiter parted 
with than kept. I find by experience that 
my materials for my Trade arc bought too dear; 
I work them out and loſe by it, Labour for 

D rothing - 
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nothing £ and+ ſpend my Money, and my 
Strength ift'vainz but did ever any ſay he had 


| 


: 


ſerved Gol in vain, and waited upon him for no- | 


thing * Chriſt will exchange his Grace for my 
Lutts,his Glory for myVile Aﬀections ; Surely 
the dear price of my Ware, ſhould inhance the 
ſtudy of Heaven, and heavenly things in my 
Soul. If Wares in the market be dearyit is my 
comfort, I can have Heaven better cheap. 
Sed. 4. But what need ſo many words to a 
bargain ? In ſo much chattering is there no 
|Sinning ?. Solomon thought otherwiſe, Pro, 10. 
19. In a multitude of zords there wanteth not 
Sin; but he that refraineth his lips us Wife. 
"Tis true poſlibly here are no God-dam-mee*s 
(we are amongſt Tradeſmen.) no Swearing, no 
curſing, but ſuch a flood of words is not with- 


out a mixture of dirt: Is there no lying, no zdle 


words, of which wee muſt give an, account 


alſo? What need the buyer ſay,It is naught ,it is | 


aaught, and when he is gone away he boaſteth? | 


Pro. 20.14. Two'words we ſay muſtgo'to a 
bargain,but what need more ? This is my price, 
beneath which I will not ſell : This I will give and 
9 more, were certainly words cnough to di- 
ſpatch the greateſt Contract; nothing but cor- 


ruption hath brought in more.Cannot you afford 


it cheaper ? Indeed I cannot, Iwill bave ſo much | 


if I ſell it, &c. are words {0 like thoſe. of Anani- 


4s and Sapphira, Acts. 5: that I cannot- but | 


tremble for that Tradeſman that thinks himſelf 
's neceſſt- 


 _ =, FF MF _ F WW "Pe Ye So EE CO I IINTS 


The Art of Weaving Spiritualized. 35 


tated to uſe them, and preſently at liberty to 
recede from them. When the Wares are in their 
hand are they #ot therr own * May they not ſell 


'and keep them as they pleaſe ? Are they obli- 


ged to tell their cuſtomer what they coft them? 
What need is there of a lie then ? but to make 
good that of Solomon, That the getting of rich- 
es by a lying tongue , is a vanity toſſed to and fro 
by tboſe that "ſeek Death, Pro. 21.6. 

Sed. 5. Ah ! what 'need we have; to pray 
for pardon of our Sins of inadvertency, and alfo to 
advert better upon our ways! we can eaſily un-- 
derſtand the. Sin of them who ſpend their pre- 
cious time,at Taverns, and Alehowuſes z3 but who 
thinks himſelt 2S;azer while he is buſy with his 
larnman, or other Chapman? yet who liveth, 
and thus finneth not ? who asks | himſelf at 
night, have I laved or gained nothing this day 
by a lying tongue ? Have I ſpake no evil 
words in making my bargains? - A man may 
trade, as well as drink hiniſclf to Hell : Lying 
will bring one into the lake that burns with fre 
aud brimſione.as well as Swearing andCurſing, 
Dam-mees challenge God a little more boldly, 
and will one day underſtand they have not 
challenged-an 1do), bat a juſt and living God: 


but the Lier merits ſufficiently ill at Gods hand, 
| and ifothers have the preference to the Devil's 
right hand, theſe will not miſs the Curle to be 


pronounced to thoſe who ſhall be -tcund at 
Gods left hand. What need hath the. Trade(- 
D2 man 
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man to ſay, I will look to my ways, that I offend | 


not with my tongue, Pl. 39. 1. The tongue of 


man hath in it @ world of Iniquity ;, It is an un- 
ruly evil, full of Deadly poiſon, Ja. 3. 6. 8. | 

Seq. 6, Our Tradeſman at laſi(after a great 
many words )) hath bought his bargain, he 


brings it home; but it is not yet ready for his | 


Loom. His Yarn is greaſy,and mult be Scorvred, 
his Wooll dirty and mixed, and muſt be Kembed: 
the threads are too ſmall, and muſt be twiſted, 
The coloxr it may be pleaſeth not, and it muſt 


- be died, either in the Fooll, Yarn, or piece. It 


may be his Yarn is of ſeveral Sorts, and it 
muſi be ſorted, or his piece to be Several Co- 
lowrs, they muſt accordingly be mixed, and di- 
ſpoſed. What a work is here? what an ex- 
erciſe of his head and hands? and all to get 5, 


10. 20 s. poſſibly to get nothing; yet he doth | 


it patiently, he ſcowrs, he wrings it out, he 


— 


trudgeth with it to the Dier, to the Twiſter;he 


laboureth in the night and day , yet the | 


— 


poor Racket he hath in his Ey, exceeds not or- | 


narily what I have mentioned, Prantum eft 11 


rebus inane! | have read ſomewhere of a No- | 


ble perſon who coming to an untimely death, | 
faid, If Thad ſerved my God with that Faithful- 
neſs with which I have ſerved my Prince, I had | 
not come to this End. May not many a poor | 
Weaver ſay when he comes to die, If I had | 
ſerved God, If I had lookt after the concern of | 


a immortal Soul with half that diligence I 


attended | 
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attended my Trade,I had not been now incer- 
tain whar ſhall become of it, I had not labou- 
red for the wind as I have done in my Trade 
many a year. 

Sed. 7. While the Kember of Wooll is kem- 
bing,and Weaver is Scowring his Yarn, me- 
thinks, he ſhould refle&t upon his own bet, 
and moſt perfect ations, We are ſometimes 
in Scripture compared to SheepzOur fleeces are 
our good works, our Yarn is the thred of our 
aQions, ſome of which are all naught; but the 
beſt muſt be ſcowred. We had need towaſh them 
with the tears of true Repentance' and godly 
Sorrow, there is a greaſe in the beſt of all our 
duties, a Filthineſs in our cleaneſt Services z 
We are all as an wnclean thing,and all our righte- 
ouſneſs is but @ filthy rag, I{. 64.6. As there are 
ſome Sheep whoſe Wooll is ſo foul and coarſe 
that it is good for little,and ſome Spinſters who 
work ſo ill, and foully , that their yarn is 
good for nothing : So there are thouſands and 
ten thouſands in the world, whoſe aQions are 
wholly naught , but none ſo good that they 
are perfectly good, Bonum ex cauſts integris. 
Hence our Saviour dire&s us when we' have 
done all we can, to ſay we are unprofitable Ser- 
vants, The Weaver often ſcowreth the Yarn 
he buys, but is he as careful to Scowr the Yarn 
which he himſelf maketh? *Tis not indeed what 
muſt cloath him in the day of Judgment 3 Thas 
Imay be faund-in. him, ( faith the Apoftle ) noe 

D 3 baving 
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baving my own rigbteouſueſs : But of this muſt | 


arments be made, without which in that day | 
he will walk, naked, and men will ſee bis ſhame. 
Ah how uleful might ſome thoughts of this 
nature be to our Weaver at his Scowring 

work ! I am here Scowring theYarn I buy, but 
have I Scowred the Yarn I have made, have 
I been humbled for that Corruption which 
hath clave to all my Actions, this Week or this 
Day?..' + 
Sed. $. While I ſee the Weaver carry his 
Yarnes to#be Dyer,methinks I cannot but again 
reflect gapon the fineſt threds of humane attzons, 
which muſt he. dycd too in the blood. of Chriſt, 
before God''will look upon them. Some of our 
Weavers pieces will be. acceptable in che Na- 
tive calour:of the Wooll; but it is not ſo, with 
the beſt of our duties and ations. God hath 
{aid to us;,  Brigg: your Brother Benjamin , or 
ſee my face no more; we can onely offer up 

Spiritual Sazrifices acceptable in the beloved, 
x Pct. 24 5« though our-Sacrihces be Spiritual, 
yet they ard not acceptable in the beloved. We 
have not onely need of.an advocate with the Fa- 
ther if we Sin, but alſo if we pray, the reaſon is 
becauſe we cannot pray. without 'Sinning;: 
There's but one dye, for all-our rags, all our 
web muſt be dipt in the Blood of the lamb. 
Rev. 7. 14. They have waſhed their robes an4 
made them white in the blood of the lamb; and if 
you obſerve it, they were thoſe that had come out 


of 


—— ————— OT - 
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| of great tribulation. One would have thought 
that if any- ACtions that we had done, - could 
merit, or night appear as they core from us 
before the juſt God, what we do in te{fttmony 
for the truths and name of Chrift might; but 
it you- obſerve theſe were they whom Saint 
Fobn ſaw having waſhed their robes, id made 
them white in the b!»od of the lamb. Nothing, 
paſſeth for a garment in heaven;but'what-hath 
Chriſt*s Scal, nothing for coin but what hath 
his Stamp. 

Set. 9. ButI obſerve the Weaver carrying 
his $:tk and his Tarnes to the Twiſters, they 
bring ſeveral threds into one. Methinks I can- 
not but refle, what twilting there muſt be too 
in the Chriſtians Trade. 'r. There muſt be a 
* Twiſting itn every good andSpiritual ation; 1.A 
true principle, 2, a right manner of performance 3 
and 3; a tr#e End muſt be'all twiſted together 3 
or the ation is but Splendidnm peccatum.as Au- 
guſtine*was- wont 'to call the moral ations of 
Heathens. The End mnſi be the Glory of God, 
The principle muſt beLove to God,For the man- 
ner it muſt be done in Faith. WherEitheſe three 
are 'twifted together the aQion=3s (truly 
good 'an@ "Spiritual. Secondly, There muſt 
be a twiſting of good Aftions too: Tt is not e- 
nough tb'ibegin well ,- but we' malt go-on 
well and "&hd well;  Conneflert "ultima" pri- 
mis, make our firſt and laſt things agree, twiſt 


an holy old age with an holy youth. . f @. 
D 4 man 
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man forſaketb his righteouſneſs, aud committeth i- 


iquity his righteouſneſs ſhallnever be remembred.lf | 
any Soul draweth back God will have no plea- | 


{ure in him, he draweth back at his own peril, 


and to his own deſirucion. He that hath twiſ- 


' ted Gods glory Love to God and Faith in God 
as to every action, and thus twiſted the actions 
of his lite from the time he begins to ſet out 
for God, will make himſclt a ſtrong cord (like 
Solomons triple cord ) of Hope which will not 
be eafily broken. Laſfily, what is twiſting 
but an uniting of Several threds into one and is 
done for ſtrength ? We being many, ( faith the 
Apoſtle ) are one bread and one body, One 
body ; there's a twiſting of Souls,and all yarns 
wil] twiſt: or may twiſt at leaſt. There 
are indeed ſome heterogeneous ' things of 
another kind will never twiſt with them. We 
are all but as the Lords Tarn made of his Fleece, 
who was led as a ſheep to the Slawghter, died in 
his blood. ' Ke intends )us all for a One. body. 
Why ſhould not we alſo twiſt together both 
in Truth and Love, thinking the ſame 
things , ſpeaking the fame things, howe- 
ver being .kmadly affetioned one to another in 
love, Alas !' that we muti have a mill, to force 
us together, that the Violence of a Perſecution 
muſt do that which the Love ofChriſt in us can- 
not do... We are. filly Sheep that will not 
run together till the Shepherds dog be after 
us. Surely there is morze in 2 Joint ynion with 
* Chriſt 


C 


us 


pa 
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Chriſt to unite us (would our filly pafſions let 


| us ſee it ) than there can be in twenty little 
| particular ſentiments to divide us, 


Sed. 10. The Weaver muſt alſo ſort bis yerxs, 


' and ifhisStuff be to be of diversColoxrs he mult 


ſort his Colours before he be fit to work. AH 
Yarn will not make the ſame kind of Stuff, all 
will not make the Warp,nor theWoof,of the ſame 
Stuff. Every thred of the yarn isyarn,but yet not 
of the ſame ſort nor degree of Finenefs. Every 
Chriſtian a&ion hath orſhould have a tendency 
towards Righteouſneſs, it ſhould be levelled at . 
Gods Glory, and have the other ingredients to 
every action which ſhall pleaſe God : but yet 
there is a great deal of difference ina Chri- 
ſtians ations. His ations are cither Natu- 
ral, ſuch as Eating and. Drinking , &c. Or 
Moral , ſuch as are his bzying, his Selling, his 
working in his Trade: or Religiow,ſuch are his 
reading the Word, hearing, praying, &c. By the 
two firſt, God is glorified when we regu+ 
late them according to his Will: and it is our ' 
duty to propoſe Gods Glory as well as the ſer- 
ving of our own natures in the doing of them, 
which ſhould be a law upon us to regulate our 
meaſures by the Divine Standard. But our Re- 
ligious ations are our Fine Threads. From the 
other God hath a ſecondary Glory, from theſe 
he hath a primary Glory; they firſt terminate 
in God, as they are an homage to him. Theſe 
muk be ſorted by every judicious Chriſtian. 
"Tis 
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*Tis true there muſt be an Eye of Religion (as 
we call it )' in all our-ARons, ſhort praying, 
Ejaculations become a'Chriſtian in all his mo- 
ral and. civil actions, 'but our Solemy religious 
dutiee muſt not be Woven with' our Watural, 
and moral ations, He thakes mad prayers, that 
never thinks of them but ip drinking healths, 
and he ſerves God wofully ſlightly, that never 
reads a Chapter, or hears one read, but when 
his hand is imployed in ſome worldly buſineſs, 
' which probably hath more of his heart atren- 

_ ding that, than his tar hath ; which hearech 
the Word of God! Ther? s a tinie for all things, 
(ſaith Solomon;) but he who cam find itno o- 
therwiſe-than chus; inllect tinds a cime for no- 
thing: nt 

Sed. 11. The Weaver" fects his Colours 
too (when he hath a piece to make'ot ſeveral 
colours')- tothe belt advantage” for beauty, 
Party-eolonred' garments were an old - faſhion, 
2 :Sam. 13. 18. Gen.'39; 3. now wherefſuch a 
Web/is tobe made, the Col urs rafit-be rightly 
ordered, mixed, and diſpoſed onein relation 
to another, The Chriſtians aRive Rigthteoul- 
neſs is alſo a Garment''of divers Colours, his 
duty made up of vartoug dutics; arid he never 
makes hisWeb, true or beautiful-if he doth not 
rightly diſpoſe his daties of ſeveral Colours: 
Going to God the' things #h it areGids,'and to 
Geſar- the things that are Ceſary, rightly oider- 
ing himſelf in his or het duty to Hasband, Wife, 
Servants, 
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Rulers; Or to God, it he-doth not mix. his 
prayers with praiſes, his reading with hearing 
the word preached, and all with receiving,.the 
Lords Supper, That's the true Cariſtian that 
rightly difpoſeth his duties of the ſeveral co> 
lours, ſo as there is a due proportion of all, and 
a comely mixture of them all. ST 

Sed. 12. The Weaver hath his Warp and his 
Woof, his Warp is the foundation, the Woo is 
Superinduced by the Shuttle, - Now . to 
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| $ervants, Maſter, Parents, Children, Political 


make his piece well, *tis neceſſary the Wurp be . 


firſt laid and be ſound and good, and the:Wook 
muſt bear a proportion to it too. Men.skilled 

in the affairs of the world will tell | 
us, that the more * homogeneal Made: a7 

they both be,:the ftronger the Web - gs 

is. They ſay Webs of $:{k and Tarn mixed; 
are. not ſo ſtrong as thoſe + wholly -of ;et- 
ther. Be' that as'it will; a Chriſtian -muſt 
have his: arp: and his 'Wodf too. His Warp 
muſt be a\Knowleds | of the truths of God: His 
Woof, ation upon that Knowledg, That the 
foul be without Knowledg is not good, faith Solo- 
mn, Pro. 19.2. How can they believe in bim, of 
whom they have uot beard? Rom. 10. 'Afﬀoon 


can a Weaver make a piece of Stuff without a. 


Warp, as a Chriſtian live an holy lite, without 
a Skill in the principles of faith; Yea and it muſt 
be a ſound knowledg too'; he mult be $killed in 


the form of ſound words, elſe he buildeth with- 
out 
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out a foundation, or upon one that is falſe, 
know God in the methods of his converting + 
Providence, begins two ways, working ſome 
times from the beart to the head; firſt afﬀfeRing 
the Soul which being inflamed with a love tc 
God by and by looks to know the ways of God 
more perfe&ly: ſometimes God works from the 
bead to the heart, reflecting pieces of our 
knowledg npon our Conſciences but both 
ways what I fay is true, A Courſe and 
ſeries of good and Spiritual actions, muſi 
. be direQed by a knowing head, and an head 
\ repleniſhed with a ſound knowledg in fpiri- 
tual Propoſitions. I know that hay and ſtmb- 
ble may be heaped upon a good toundationz 
and where it is ſo,the Apoltle hath cold us the 
work will ſuffer Loſs, and the workman if he 
be faved will be faved as through fire; but it 
will be hard to make a gaod building where 
the foundation is but hay and Stubble. Nor 
will ourSpiritual Web be ſtrong, if there be not 
a proportion betwixt the Warp.of Knowledg 
and Woof of Aion: where Knowledg is not ſane- 
tified, and experimental, the action will bear 
a proportion to it, and not he truly Spiritual. 
But where the Soul is filled with Knowledg, 
and that of a fpirituall Sandtifhed Nature being 
turned into Faith, and the aQion is trulySpiri- 
tual in its principal End, and as to the manner 
of the performance, there is the true piece of 


Righteouſneſs, there the Warp. and: Woot are 
both 
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both of the ſame kind; that work, and that a- 


ins lone will be accepted, and receive the Crowns» 
1 Seal of Well done ! good and faithful Servant. 


The Poern., 
Beſt trade which gives leaſt time to Sin, 
Which Souls can leaſt be idle in, 
( Mettals with which we nothing doe 
Soon ruſt, ſo Souls, when idle too. ) 
The Weaver, hath bis market, where 
He buyes, and - often payes too dear :; 
For a good peniworth, be payes 
His ſoul; in needleſs Yeaces and Nayes, 
With which his heart doth not apree. 
He thinks be puts a fallacy 
Upon his chapman, and doth cheat 
Himſelf, whiles for a little meat 
Which periſheth, Integrity 
Is changed for Hypocriſy. 
Vain man hath parted with bis hope, 
Hu Souls ſheet-anchor, for a rope, 
And that of Sand, for hope doth break, 
When truth in heart man doth not Speak 
Unto his neighbour, or doth jl; Pfal. 15. 
IFho dotb ſuch things, and bopeth ſill, 
To the holy Hill to come, builds on 
No promiſes foundation. 
What need ſo many words ? when few 
We confeſs beſt, becauſe moſt true; 
What if. my chapman will ds ſo 
Muſt I ſerve his corruption too ? 
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Who grudgeth Scolds the final word ? 
Religious Souls cannot afford 
Giving-another Quid. pro quo, 

IWhen doing it will Souls undoe. 

But do I think. the market dear ? 
Grace-market is not ſoy for there ' 

I without price bxy better ware: 

Tet ( like ill bucbangs.) will not ſpare 
My time aud firength for that, 10 buy 


.- At a cbeap rate Eternity. 


Let me dear markets. ( Lord! ) improve, 
To raiſe the price of thy great Love 


- Within my heart , to haſt apace 


Te the better market of thy Graces 

Which clotheth naked Souls for nonght, 

But what to nakedneſs them brought. 
Workes | 

Help me my |} Tarnes F to Scowr with brite 

Of Panitentzal tears, Not mine, 

But of thy gift too. Let thy Blood 

Then Dye them ( Bleſſed Feſus | ) Theſe 

Foul tears will not cleanſe them of Greaſe, 

Let irue End, Principles be #win'd 

With a right manner, holy mind: 

Let my firſt and laſt aGjions.be 

Twiſted in like Sincerity, it) 

Thus let melive, and (till walk ont 

Twined in Saints communion 

Sorting my aGions, ſo that all 

May in their proper order fall, 
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Ordering 
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| Ordering their Colours, ſo 5 1 

A chriſtian life may beautify. 

Lord ! give me a right warp. Teach me 
What thy Truths what thy Statntes be, 
Lord ! let me never build # pon 

Is hat is not thy foundation : 

And help me too as to. my woof. 

Or Iſhall never make good St1 f. 0 
Thus when my piece comes of my loom, 

I praifing thee ſhall bring it home, t 
My God ſhall bave it all, and be 
For ever ſhall my Maſter be. 
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The Yarn being thus prepared, the Weaver 
faſtneth the warp unto his Beam, and 
divideth it, his filling-boys prepare 
the Yarn for the Woof winding it on 
quils or pieces of reed, which he _ 
wards puts into his Shuttle in order to 
his work. 


- The Meditations. 


Sed. 1, A Chrifiians Feb is his holy life, 

* made up of the many threds of 

righteous actions, the Warp of which we have 
before found to be the Doftrine of truth, This 
too muſt be faſtned about the beam of the loom. 
Tis not enough to have truth in our Bible 
_ and books, and a notion of it in our heads, it 
muſt be faſtned to out Souls ( which is always 

done by faith ) we muſt be rooted, and grogn- 
ded in faith, as well as in love, Propoſitions 
of truth are gnany times but probationers to 
the Soul,and never admitted into its fellowſhip. 
A man may know that Propoſition of truth 
from which yet he witholds his Aﬀent ; as 
men, may detain the truth in wnrighteouſneſs 
not 


| 


not living up to their principles 3: ſo they may 
retain the truth in «#belief, not fixedly, and 
ſteadily agreeing to thoſe Notions of truth they 
have heard and learned, Knowing, is one thing, 
aprecing to the truth of what we know,is ano- 
therz yea agreement is one thing, and a fteady, 
fhxed agreeing toit is another: So that a Chritti- 
an will ſtrive earneltly.and contend for it as an- 
other thing. The Faith of many Chriſtians is de- 
ſcribed by anHeathen(TwlyT mean.) 

Neſcio quomodo dum lego aſſentior,cum Tuſc.queſl. 
poſit librum et mecum ipſe de immor- [19. 4. 
talitate animorum cepi cogitare,aſſenſio omnis illa” 
elabitur. When they read the holy Scriptures, 
when they hear the meſſengers ofGod interpre- 
ting them, comparing Scripture withScripture, 
and from firength of Reaſon confirming propo- 
ſitions in them, they cannot but agree the things 
ro be truth 3 - but aſſoon as the Book: is out of 
their hand,and the ſound of thePreachers word 
is out of theirEars,they begin to doubt whether 
any thing be truch which they have read of 
heard : and indeed no better is the afſent of any 
who by the mighty working of the:Spirit of 
God have not Faith wrought in thems hence 
ie is that their Faith is neither fruitful by love 
and good works, nor ſteady in itſelf. There 
isno need at all that (to ſecure Holineſs of 


 life)men ſhould bring it into the deſcription of 


Faith; and ſo make an innovation in Divinity, 


"which always according to the Scripture di- 
| E 


ſtinguiſhed 
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ſtinguiſhed Fazth and Love; for Holineſs(which 
is Love in thefruit ) is a neceſſary conſequent 
of true Faith, either reſpeQing the Propoſition 
of the Word, or the Perſon of the Mediator. Can 
he be thought indeed to believe that Arſenich 
15 poiſon, who yet freely takes it into his belly ? 
Or can any be judged to truſt in a friend for a 
kindneſs who hath promiſed it, but upon the 


condition of ſome performance which he re-| 
fuſeth to do? Tt is I fay from this, that the 


Propoſitions of truth are nor: faſined in the 
. Soul, that men walk not according to the light 
of them : Eph. 4. 14. and that they are toſſed 
to and fro and carried about with every wind of 
Dodrine, by the ſleight of men, and cunning craf- 
tineſe, whereby tbey lie in wait to deceive, E- 
very breath of Wind would diſturb the Wea- 
ver, and every idle hand would trouble him 
it his Warp were not fafined to his Loom. E- 
very wind of Doctrine, and every ignorant 
idle Seducer diſturbeth that Souls profeſſion 
of truth, who hath not the Propoſitions 
thereof, by Faith fafined unto his Soul. 
2, The Weaver divideth his Warp, that it 
may ſerve {everal intendments. The delibe- 
tate Chriſtian divideth the Propoſitions of 
truth of which his Soul is poſſeſſed. Some 
refer to Speculation : Some more immediately 
to praQtice. Some inform him what God is, 
what Chrift is, what he hath done and ſuffered, 
what the holy Spirit is, what Heaven and Hell 
arc, 
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are, &c. others more ummediately refer to prac- 
tice, informing the Soul, what it ought to be 
both towards God and towards men, Theſe 
precepts concern hjm as a Magiſtrate This 
concerneth him as a Miniſter, Theſe things 
concern him as a Father,theſe as a child. Theſe 
Propolitions contain the will of God concer- 
ning him as an Husband; Theſe concern the 
the woman as a Wite. Theſe concern him, 
as a Maſter 3 The other as a Subje&, or as 8 
Servant. And this is neceſſary that he may be 
boly in all manner of converſation. For Holineſs 
is a lovely ſpotlels fruit, that grows up from * 
the revealed will of God concerning, us, as the 
root; and as this root ſends forth many bran- 
ches, ſo the fruit of Holineſs muſt be ſeen in c- 
very bough, in every rclation and circumſtance 
of his lite. | 

3. The filling-boys prepare the yarn for the 
Weaver by winding it npþon ſeveral reeds and 
quills, which being filled, be reacheth to the Weaver 
ſitting in his Loom and ready to go to work, We 
{uppoſe our ſpiritual Weaver ftixcd in his. 
Loom, ready to fay withDavid, My heart # fixed, 
0 God, my beart is fixed, relolved to walk with 
God in all the duties of Hclineſs, having ſaid 
with David, Plal. 119. 57, Thou art my porti- 
on, O Lord, I bave ſaid that I will keep thy words. 
We (ſuppoſe him alſo to have wound his Warp 
about his Loom, to be not only poſſeſſed of a 


due notion 6f divine Truths, but to have his 
E 2 heart 
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heart rooted and grounded in them, giving a 
fixed and (ſteady afſent unto them; and now 
every relation, every neighbour, every new 
Providence, every a&idn of his lite becomes as 
a filling-boy to him, affording, him matter, to 
work upon, reaching him a quill or reed to 
work with. ' The Subjc& gives the Magiltrate 
an opportunity to work the work of God by 
executing Jultice and Judgment without re- 
ſpe& of perſons, knowing that he judgeth not 
for himſelf but for the Lord, &c, The Magi- 
frate doth the ſame for the SubjeR, giving 
him an opportunity to fulfil the will of God, 
by Hononring the King, and being Swhjed to the 
Higher powers becaule ordained oftGod. TheWife 
gives the Husband advantage for-his ſpiritual 
Web of Rightcoufnels, by I-ving her as Chriſt 
loved hisChurchz 1 Pet.3.7.by walking before 
her as a man of Wiſdom and Knowledg, Eph. 5. | 
25. Col.3.19.1 Pet. 3.1. And the Husband re- 
quites his Wife by giving her the like advan- 
tage to ſhew herſelt obedient to the commands 
of herFather which is in heaven, by reverencing 
her Husband, endeavouring to win him by her 
converſation, by loving him and being ſubject 
unto: him as her. own Husband, Tie. 2.4 5. 
1 Pet.3.1. Eph.5.22,23, &c. Is he that fitteth 
in this Spiritual Loom a Father ? how eaſily 
may he ſee every child he hath about him, with 
one of theſe pipes or quills in his hand,offering 
bim for his work of righteouſneſs, an opportu- 
nity 
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nity to be obedient unto God, in bringing him 
or her up, in the n#rtare and admonition of the 
Lord, and not proveking it to wrath? Eph. 6, 4. in 
minding it of its Covenant in Baptiſm made- 
with God, in tcaching it, or them,the Statutes 
of the Lord diligently when be ſitteth in the houſe, 
when be walketh by the way, when he lyeth down, 
and when be riſeth up, according to the Law of 
the Lord, Dewt. 6. 7. Is he a child? he may ſee 
his Pareats mutually ſerving him in his Spiri- 
tual work 3 giving him advantage to' pleaſe 
God by obeying bis parents in the Lord, for this 
# right, Eph. 6. 1. Is hea Maſter? he may ſee 
his Servants thus ſerving him, with ſuch op- 
portunities, to give ##to. them that which. is juſt 
and equal, knowing that they alſo have a maſter. 
which is in heaven ;, and it he be a Servant his 
Maſter gratifics him with the like opportunity 
of Obedience unto God;.while he obeyeth in 
all things bis maſter, according- to the fleſh, not- 
with Eye-ſervice 4s men-pleaſers.but in ſingleneſs 
af heart fearing God, doing whatſoever be doth 


| beartily as to the Lord, knowing that of the Lyrd © 


he ſhall receive the reward of the inheritance, for 
be ſerveth. the Lord Chriſt, Colol. 3.22. with 
good-will doing Service as unto the Lord,not to 
men, E-ph.. 6. 7. Not anſwering again, n»t pur- 
loining, but ſhewing all good fidelity that they may 
adorn the Dofirine of God our Saviour in all. 
things, Tit. 2. 10. Being ſubjedt with all fear, 
wot. onely to the gentle, but to the froward, 1 Pet. 
| E3 2g 
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2, 1$. The like may be faid of all Relations : 
yea every Providence 'of God, every natural 
and civil action of humane life {upplies the 
* Spiritual Weaver with Pipes to do his work 
b 

Fg The Weaver puts the Pipes,or Quills(wbich 
the boys have filled with yarn for him ) into his 
Shuttle ( the hollow of bis Shuttle ) in order to 
his work, My Son, ſaith Solomon, if thou wilt 
receive my words, and bide my commandments 
with thee,&c. Pro. 2. why ſhould not the hollow 
af the Shuttls, put me in-mind of the Secret pla- 
ces of 'my heart , where the Spiritual Wea- 
ver too mult falten every pipe that he makes 
uſe 'of to compleat his Web of Righteoul- 
neſs, It is not for- nothing that we- have in 
holy writ, the man ' according to Gods own 
heart. ſo'often ſaying, I will meditate on. thy 
works. and in thy word,;Pſal.119.78. & 48.23.86 
15.148. Pfal. 77. 12. He that never meditateth 
about. his Duty, with reſpect to every Provi- 
dence, every Relation, is never like to do it. 
The Weaver that intends to work puts every 
pipe into the hollow of his Shuttle, and makes 
it faſt there; whoſo intendeth the performance 
of his Spiritual work muſt go -and do like- 


wiſe. When the Providence of God. gives him 


. a new Relation, *he muſt be meditating what 
now is the will 'of God concerning me, what is 
my duty towards thisWife, this Child, this Ser- 
vant; and the ſenſe of this duty muſt be upon 
his 
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his heart. - Meditation is the Soul's Stand 
upon its objea. The will of God in every 
circumſtance of his life, muſt not onely be re- 
ccived in his underſtanding, hut hid in his me- 
mory, engraven upon his heart and affections, 
ſet continually before his Eyes. He will other- 
wiſe Weave his Spiritual web, no better than 
the. Weaver could weave his Cloth, or piece 
of Stuff, without a pipe in his Shuttle, Oh how 


many are there that neglect this! they have a 


duty to do in every circumſtance of their lives, 
a duty toward their Relations, a duty with re- 
{pet to Gods Providence as it is diverſified tg 
them 3 but cither they know it not, being ig- 
norant of the Scriptures, or they remember it 
not, or they love it not 3 the Pipe is not in the 
Shuttle,they can make no work:their life is in- 
deed a life of ation, they are throwing the 
Shuttle all the day. long, peop|e-of buſy heads 
and hands; but their time is ſpent as Sexeca 
complained, cither in doing nothing, or in fin- 
ning, which is a doing what is worſe than nothing, 
or in doing other Remes, which ſignify no- 
thing either to God's glory, or thei eternal 
Happineſs; or in doing things which though 
materially good, are formally evil, bonunm no 
beye, good things ſpoiled in the doing z and all 
this for want of putting, the Pipes in tbe Shuttle, 
underſtanding the will of God concerning 
them under theſe or theſe circumſtances, then 
hiding it in their hearts, and ſetting it before 

E 4 them 


—_— — $ 
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them as the rule of their lives and converſati- 
ONs. 


5. Once more, methinks I cannot but ob- 
ſerve , how the wiſdom of Divine Providence 


hath made work for all the children of men, that as} 


there was no beggar in Iſrael ſo there need be 
no beggars in England. How many doth a 
{1ngle Weaver imploy of all both ſexes and fi- 
zes! Ttmuſt bean adult man muſt Weave, but 
wornen mult Spin for him, and children muſt 
hll his pipes. * It is the reproach of England 
.that there are ſo many beggars in the Streets 
*thereof 5 when God hath furniſhed it with 
one little Beaſt, whoſe profit if improved would 
{ct them all to work, and afford them bread in 
the Sweat of their face. That we are full of 
ſcandalous Beggars, is not becauſe the Provi- 
dence of God hath not laid out work enough, 
- or the Tradingfof England is fo little, that it 
will not ſet them to it;nor becauſe the legislative 
Power hath not provided ſufficient Laws,but 
becauſe they. 'are ſo ill executed by inferiour 
Officers, and Parents are ſuffered to. bring up 
their children in idleneſs.  O England? fpit 
out thy Flegm , ſhake! off thy Sloth, . honour 
God in the ſubſtance and-increaſe which” he 
hath given thee, It is nothing but luſt and 
Noth that fills thee with ſuch prodigious wick- 
_ Edneſs and beggary- 


The 
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The Poem. 


What this poor child at my Command 
Doth, reaching pipes fill to my hand, 
Which 1 firſt in my Shuttle hide, 
Then Weave my Web, and am ſupplied 
With new ones by and by, untill 

Imy intended task fulfill ; 

That Every Providence divine, 

That Every period of time, 

Each new Relatggn, Aftions all 


Within my Sphere, what-ere doth fall, | 


Doth to my Sowl, ſtill offering me 
Rengved Opportunity, 

To Weave my Web of Righteouſneſs, 
That men ſee not my nakedneſ7. 

Lord give me in my beart to hide 

Thy will, and make it there to abide; ' 
Thy will concerning me in a 

Periods of life, and things that fall 
Unto my Share. Each circumſtance 
May make me with thy belp advance 
In bolineſs : Teach me t"1mprove 

All Pipes,whethber of frowng or Love, 
Watching advantages to do , 
The whole of what thou calſſt me to. 
And whiles thy Providence, O God, 
Bringeth me Pipes, thy Staff, thy rod, 
All fill them for me ; Let them be 
Accepted, and wranght out for thee : 


F 
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I ſtay nos (Lord ! for Pip:s ) O may 
My buſy Soul makg no delay 
In work: Work, 02665 AAP! 
With here a child's tbere father*s threed, 
Were let an Husband's duty run, 

And there a Maſter's threed well ſpunz 
All knit together by the band 
Of Love to thee, and thy Command : 
That when my Weaving time is gone 
My Lord may ſay tome, Well done. 
Beyond my #45k I can do nought , 
Let that but to an end be rouge 
© Which cannot be witboxt thy Sk; 


Altbougb thy ſelf my pipes doſt fill 
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Breadth, 


work them, in ſuc 
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CHAP. 5. 
The Art. 


The Weaver being thus prepared ſor his 
work ſetteth himſelf to it, ſwiftly 
throwing his Shuttle with one hand, 
which he catcheth with the other, not 
without ſume motion and imployment 
of his whole Body. The Shuttle leaving 
a Threed, ( at every caſt of it) betwixt = 
the divided parts of the Warp + which 
he uniteth to the other Woven threeds 
by the continual motion of his Slea. 

Jn the mean time his feet are moving 

—| the treddles, which raiſing the heavels 

do part the Warp, and are continually 

making a new room for the Shuttle. 

In the mean time a pair of Tempels 

> | ſpread upp the Web, keep it figed and 

; advantaging the Weaver in 

his work, Some Webs are of that 

that a ſrngle perſon cannot 

caſes two Weavers 

are employed each at the Extremities 

of the Loom, catching and returning 
the Shuttle which his partner throws. 
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The Meditations. 


I. uR Spiritnal Yeaver is the goo 
Chriſtian, his faſtening his Warp t 

his Beam, is the rooting of his Soul ix Faith 
To him every diverſihed Providence ſuppli 
the place of a Fillivg-boy ; offering him mat 
ter to work with and upon,in making his Ve 
of Holineſs. we have ſcen him ſet in his-Loo 
hxed to his work, reſolved to have reſped to a 
, Gods Commandments. Now how quick dot 
he throw bis Shuttle from one hand ta anather 
This is that which the Scripture calls a Run 
= after God. Draw me, (ſaith the-Spouſe 
and we will rn after thee. Cant, 1. 4. I will r« 
the ways of thy Commeadments ( ſaith the'ma 
according to Gods ow heart | Plal. 119432. The 
Weaver works early and late, from four in the 
morniag til] cight at night, The good Chriſti- 
an alſo preventeth the morning-watches Plal.1 19, 
2.48, and meditates of God in the night-watches, 


Pſal. 6346. he awaketh early in the morning and] 


early ſeeketh God.” Pſal; 57:8.8 63. 1.8 108.2 
If. 26. 9. he is throwing his Shuttle, working 
the work of God all the day long. _ Evening 
and Morning and at yoon-be. prays and crys aloud, 

Pſal. 55. 17. Mu 
2. The Shuttle moveth ſwiftly , and thus 
alſo run the days of the Weavers life my days 
Claith Feb) are ſwifter than a Weavers Shuttle: 
As 


Ky 
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As ſwift as the Shuttle will run. The Weaver 
thinks himſelt concerned to be at his Loom be- 
tims,that his task may be done by night.Becauſe 
the Chriſtians days © are ſwifter than a Weavers 
Shnttle,he is highly concerned to be up betimes, 
Remembring bu Creator in the days of bis youth, 
Eccl. 12.1. and as he had need in the Morning 
to be throwing his Shuttle, ſo in the Evening 
his hand mult not be ſlack; not onely becauſe 
he will -elſe not finiſh bis Courſe, but becauſe 
the Spiritual work is of that :nature, that 
as a piece of Cloth orStuff not finiſhed, js fit for 


no uſe but will all ravel out ; ſo if a Righteous © 


man forſake buRighteouneſs and commit iniquity, 
his Righteomſneſs ſhall never be remembred, but be 
ſhall die in the iniquity which be hath committed. 
A Chriſtians work is like rolling a ftone up an 
hill, from which it the hand ceafeth till it-be 
lodged on the top, it certainly falls back to the 
bottom, and he that hath laboured about it, 
hath done juſt nothing but onely tired himſelf 
fo no purpoſe, nor ſhall reap any thing but his 
labour for his pains. 

3- The whole of our Weaver is employed 
in his work, His Head contrives it, his Eyes 
obſerve the motions of the Shuttle, and the ſe- 
veral parts of the Loom, that they be regular, 
and ſerving his intendment. One hand throws 
the Shuttle, the other catcheth it, in the mean- 
time his feet are not idle,they are at work upon 
the Treddles moving them. Without theſe 
various 


a 


_ 
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various Operations, of the ſeveral members of 
his body, our Weaver could never diſpatch 
his work-in apy defirable or acceptable manner; 
nor hath the Law of the Lord left our Spiritu- 
al Weaver, one limb or member of his body 
idle as to his Spiricual work : His head is em- 
ployed in meditation , and contrivances for 
God 3 his Eyes are lifted up unto the Lord, 
from whom come all his mercies 3 his hands 
muſt work the work of Righteouſneſs : with 
his feet he walks with God.Every bodily mem- 
ber hath its office to a Spiritual work as well as 
that which is natural. God made every mem- 
ber, and nota member but-for himſelf. Every 
member in man's body hath a natural operation 
for which it is neceſſary. In our civil Em- 
ployments we- both can and do uſe them ſuc- 


celhively 3 there's none there uſcleſs amongſt 
y FN 


them. And ſhall we think that there is any of 
them of no uſe to our Spiritual work ? Shall I 
with both my hands work on my Trade, and 
have never an hand at work for God ? how 
buſy am I at my work, with hands and feet, 
and head and all my body ? was I ever fo 
wholly imployed in the work of God, though 
the wages be highly more. The fruit of this 
work will be but a few Shillings at the End of 
the week, but the work of Righteouſneſs, will 


be peace and quietne(s and aſſurance for ever. ' 


To what purpoſe are my Knees, and Hands, 


and Eyes, and tongue at work in prayer, it 
prefently 


— i 
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preſently my hands be working iniquity ? In 


> _ 


the Web of Righteouſneſs, every member hath 


its ofhce, 
cation in body and mind and Spirit. 


It is the fruit of the Souls SanQih- 


God 


muſt be ſerved, with all and every part, and 


faculty; With all our Heart, 


ſtrength. 


and Soul and 


4. The Shuttle every time it paſſeth from hand 
to hand, leavtth a threed bebind it, good or bad; 
thus doth every action of a Chriſtian's life. All 
his ations make but one Web, according to 
the goodneſs, or badneſs of which he muſt 


' have his reward; every particular action is a > - 


Threed in this Web.,and ſo hath an influence up- 
on the Weavers praiſe or diſpraiſe, and upon 
his wages at laſt, So that as the Weaver may 
ſay upon every caſt of his Shuttle, now my 
work is nearer an End than it was before I 
threw my Shuttle ; ſo a Chriſtian upon every 


action may ay 3 
Heaven or Hell ; 


By this ation... am: nearer 
I have cither added a jewel 


more to my Crown, or a Coal more to the fire 


I mvit indure. 


The Shuttle paſſeth not up . 


and down for nothing. All our thoughts, 

words, and actions are of an abiding nature 3 
thouſands of them ſlip our memorie, but none 
of them eſcapes the book of the divine Omni- 


ſcience. 


In thy book ſaith David, Pfal. 139. 


16. all my members are written; and again, Thow 
telleſt my wandrings , put .my tears in thy bottle, 
are they not in thy Book? It is as true concerning, 


all 
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all our ations, Are they not in Gods Books ? 
We do them, and God keeps filence ſome 
time, Pſal. 50. 21. but he will let us know that 
he ſeeth them, and will ſet them in order before 
our Eyes. Every ation mak*'s a part of our 
Web: We muſt receive our Ecernal Reward, 
according ts what we have aone in the fleſh. Man 
hath an imperfect Eye. A maſter may over- 
look many an ill threed in a piece of Stuff 3 but 
the Eye of God is acute and perfect, nothing 
flippeth that, he will ſet all in order before our 
Eyes. The Weavers knowledg, that his Shut- 

 — tle leaves every time he throws it ſomething 
toward his Wcb, makes him diligent to ſee it 
be rightly ordered, and makes him careful and 
wary how he throws it. The Spiritual Wea- 
ver underſtanding that every action of his life 
will contribute to his Web, ought to keep a 
watch upon his heart, his tongue, his hands, 
his whole man. to look before he throws his 
ſhuttle, ay and look back upon it too when he 
hath thrown it; for a Chrittian works more 
for Eternity than Apelles painted for it. 

5. A threed ( through the weakneſs of it ) 
will break ſometimes, do the Weaver what he can: 
The IWeaver lays the Ends together, or knits a knot 
to unite the threeds again then it paſſeth, provided 
#t be not done too often. Iniquities (faith David) 
prevail againſt me: Let the Spiritual Weaver 
do: what he can. his threed will ſometimes 


break, his courſe of Rightcouſneſs through cor- 
ruptiort 


— 


The Art of Weaving Spirttwalized. * 65 © 
ruption will be interrupted. The good - tvbich 
I would I do not, Rom. 7. 19.23. ; m7 20 
ther law in my members warring againſt the Lap 
of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the 
law of Sin : the Spiritual Weaver hath nothing 
in this caſe to do, but by Repentance again to 
lay his Ends copether , to make his | wa 
righteous ations agree with the latter, to knit 

the knot of a renewed Covenant with'God,and 
a new' Reſolution to keep the Lords Statutes, 
This beingdone, thongh the failures are ſeen 
bythe Eye of him 'who Tecth all Jet the, - 
Web'palleth ypon' w_ Covenant of ; for 
which we ray, g Gd "thanks for our Lord 
Feſw Chriſt, For owe wtf not an High-prieft 
which cannot forgive Tnfitrnities, the'A . 
tells tis: He can have conieſſtort\ mow Bee 
and upon them that are ond ef way,” Heb. 5 


2s | 
6. The Weaver wy Gor bis an pad which 
lying wpon the Web keep it fixed and extended,be 
world ovberwiſe never work #0 any purpoſe,” W hat 
the pair of Tempels is to the Weaver, thoſe jio- 
ble Graces'Fear and F zitb-and Love arc to the 
Chriſtian. Theſe Spiritual babits dwelling in 
every gracious Heart inflaenice all his «Qions, 
and keep his Web fixed and ftcady , he” walks 
in the Fear of the- Lord all the day long; he 
lives in the-proſpe& of a Promiſe, yea of tnany 
Promiſes made to ther who bold ont to the End, 
he aQeth not out of conſtraint, but willingly, 
F om 
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from a principle of Love, The Hypoctite wan- 
ting, theſe habits of Grace works with no f1x- 
edne{s, bug. at great uncertainties; theſe habits 


keep 
the RE, 


'Web of Rightequſneſs extended, and 


al Soul fixed:z his beart is fized, . trz:- 


| bis the.Lord, ſaith the, Pſalmitt, Do this 
live to! og, fear God (fait Joſe epb.:) and a- 


gain in the. 


me grean 
aaa 


BY 
_—_ 


Wy 


Pa op alien 
he is fixed and Ready i in nothing 3 one thing 


to day,another thing to.oiarrow; . big Saifs are 


{t ac 


accoxgi 
while: * 


caſe iſtxeſs, How ſhall Ido 
ps [Of . aqui God | The Same- 
pol Cod in his nature and 
is the01 of the Sous. Falth and 
K's. 449 F- Su in in all giqaes; it keeps 

fame extent and. di- 


RIO Spix inal mo bis Eye is.always 


if Fs inviu> ible. .. ; Oh uk this pit: 
th the Hypocrite ma is ſpiri» 
aa Rom for wang 


(e Sprritual tempels | 
ke throw his $huct 


to the-wind of his-intexck, whicl 
to the varieties. of this.waxld ons 


vs. from-the. North, another, whilk 


in; the, quite. oppoite-:quarter, ., Whereas ths 
ſincexe, a ſpiritual. Workman keeping ki 


Tempels before him; works. evenly, - Readily, 
fixedly he ſets God before his .gyes always as 


his Fear, 


is always Eying:the!Pxomiſe, ſo is;eyes labou; 
ring to fulfil .che Condition, and dajly raging 
ng taking heed lelk having a Promiſe of 


thence it is.that hjs feet do got Mlidezhs 


teri 
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tering into ret he ſhould fail through unbe- 

lief. Theſe Tempels move every day with him 

and in him, he carries them along. with his 

; any till his Web of Rightcouſneſs be wholy 
one. 

7. Laſtly I obſerve there are borne pieces of 
Stuff and Cloch, which a ſingle perſon 'cannot 
wark aloneztwo fit at the Loom, the one recei- 
veth,the Shuttle which the other throws, - and 
xeturns it to the. hand from! which it 
The Spiritual Weaver hath ſome ſuch Webs 
t00.he hath relative as well asperſonal dutics: 
The Husband throws his Shuttle to:his Wiſe 
walking before her as-'@« man of ;Wiſdom and 
Knowledg , loving her. aud. hogouzing. ber 
(as the weaker veſlel,) -She. retarnetty it back 
to him again, obeying her own. Husbaud, 
ſabmicting herſelf to himz he mult, love. his 
Wife as Chriſt loves his Church, and {he takes 
care tO reverence her 'Husband 3 both are at 
work-together as. meet helps gne to.'another 
inthe things of God and in.the-things of the 
World, and this is acceptable in the-ſight of 
God. What Rare hangings fox. an. houſe do 
ſuch a pair of Weavers make! : How much 


{ more-<xcellent than thoſe of guilded Leather 


endTapeſtry? The Father throws the Spiritual 
Shuttle to the'Child, bringing him up in the 
nurture and zdmonition of the Lord 3; teach- 
ing him the way in his or her youth which he 


' hall not forget when he is old. The Childreg 


F2 return 
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return it to the Father or Mother, obeying 
them as it'is' right in the' Lord z honouring 
them not:meerly from a Natural right, but'be- 
cauſe it is #he'firſt Commandment of God with a 

_ promiſe annexed toit, The Maſter throws his 
'Shuttle to' his Servant, comtnanding him'and 
all within His gates to Remember to keep holy the 
Sabbath-day, whetting the law of the Lord 
*þon ' them; when they lie down and'when 
they riſe up, when they go out and when they 
come in; plying unto his'Servants that which 
1s juſt and equal. The Servant again returns it 
to his Maſter, being obedient to him that is his 
Maſter according to the fleſh, with fear aud 
trembling, in 'fingleneſs-of heart, as unto Chriſt, 
not wh Lye-fervice as a man-pleaſer,but as a ſer- 
vant of Chriſt {ding the will of God from the heart, 
with good will doing ſervice as to the Lord, and not 
wnto men, knowing that whaiſdever good thing a- 
ay man doth the- ſame he-ſpdll-receive from the 
Lord, whether be be bond or free, Eph.6.5, 6, 7. 
not anſwering again, not purloining, but ſhewing 
ali good Fidelity, that they may adornthe Dodrine 
of God our Saviour in all things,. Titus. 2, 9, 10+ 
So in Political and Eccleſiaſtical Relations, the 
pious Magiſtrate throws the Shuttle to his 
Subje&s, ruling them in the fear of the Lord, 
commanding the Minifters of the Goſpel in his 
Dominions, to fulfil their office z command- 


ing all his Subjets to keep the law of the | 


Lord, forbidding all deceittul weights and bal- 


lances | 
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lances, not regarding, faces in Judgment, not 
opprelling the poor and fatherleſs, but regar- 
ding the cries of them, and of the Widows : 
The Subject again returns the Shuttle to the 
Magiſtrate, being ſubje& to the bigher pers 3 
knowing there is no power, but.is Irdained of 
God, being ſubje& not onely for wrath but for can- 
ſcience ſake, for this cauſe paying tribate alſo, he- 
cauſe they are Gods Miniſters, rendring-to all their 
dues, Tribute to whom Tribute 14 due, Cuſtome 
to whom Cuſtome, Fear to whom Fear; Honor to 
whom Honour. The Miniſter of | the Goſpel 
throws his Shuttle to his people; Preaching. 
the word of God in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon with. 
all faithfulneſ5, diligence, boldneſs , In meekneſs 
inſtrufting thoſe who oppoſe themſelves , Fleeing 
alſo youthful Lu(ts, being vigilant, ſober, of good 
behaviour, given to boſpitality, apt $0 teach, not gi+ 
ven to wine, no ſtriker, not greedy of fikby lucre, 
Patient, no Brawler, not Covetous, &&c. . On the 
other ſide, Their people return. the Shuttle, 
being Obedient in the Lord to thoſe wha have the 
Spiritzal overſight of them; Laying apart all filthi- 
neſy, and Superfluity. of naughtineſs,” aud with . 
meekneſs receiving the Engraffed word, which is 
able to ſave their Souls, being doers of the word, 
and not hearers onely. Oh what rare and 
beautiful Webs of Rightcouſneſs are made at 
theſe double Looms, when they thug work 
according to the Divine ruke ! Happy 1s the: 
people that is in ſuch caſe. Men ſhall cer- 
F 3 tainly 
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tainly ſay this people have the Lord for their 


God. 
The Poem 


How Swiftly doth my Shuttle fly 
To th*other bond! ? and byand by 


Retyrns tot other hand it firſt did throw z 


Stops not at all, nor yet moves ſw, 
But as it moves 4 threed doth ſtay 

To be united bythe Slay 

Unto the Web. All our "*_ bere 
Swifter than Weaver*s Shuttles are, 
(Saith boly Job.) Souls cannot reſt 
Idle at all, but work, what's beſt 

Or worſt. They cannot move, but ſome 
our ain ftays upon the Loom, 

| ng ftill to therr Web, and muſt 
1 } be judged juſt, or unjuſt, 
According to them all, when done: 
So will the ulge*s Sentence run 
For life, or "= 4 The whole muſt be. 
Fudged by the All-ſeeing Eye. 

What care had T of thoughts need take, 
Of Words, of Attions! all theſe make 
My Web, as it is true, or uct 

So will the wages I have got 

P_ wnto me at laſt, Then Watch, 

' My drowfy Soul | Let no Sleep catch 
Thine Eyes; Let nothing thee betray 
To what in the great Fudgment-day 


Wil 
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Will not abide. My head, my ban, 

My Eyes, myfeet, move at Command © 
Of my quick Soul : Each a their part 
While I am in my Weavers Art, 

The head contrives, the hand doth caſt 
The Shuttle, feet do move as faſt, 

All is at work, the nintble Eye 
Obſerveth bow, the Shuttles fly : 
Should I not thus work, Righteouſneſs 
With my whole man ? is that work leſs 
In labour, or in price ? Then Shake 
Thy felf my Soul: Les each power take 
If's part, Command the Members too 
That each of thegs their part may ds : 
Think not, God will be ſerved by 

A pious Tongue, or devout Eye, 

Nor by a falſe pretending heart, 

He muſt bave «ll, 8nd every part. 


Doth g threed break, doth thy Soul Sin, 


Do what it can ? Ob look back then, 
And by Repentance make that good, 
Which nothiug but thy Sawours blood 
Can expiate; Repentance may _ 
Pardon obtain, but no ſcores pays 

My Soul, See that thy Tempels be 
Always before thy face. Ob See, 


Thou workſt from Faith, Love, holy Fear ; 
Theſe will thee keep, thou ſhall not Erre; 


Thy work will ftreight, andeven be, 
Nur ſhalt thou mave incertainly. 
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My Soul ! learn hora to work alone 
And how with a companion : 

Who doth not work of every kind 
Himſelf will not approved find, 


_ Y Ah. 


CHAP. 6. 
The Art. 


The Weaver in Weaving ſometimes fin 


a Threed defeive in the Warp, fy 
through the negligence, or other infir 
mity of him that wound the Warp on, 
he not diſcerning the breach of the 

.' Threed. Sometipnes alſo a Threed brea- 
keth in the Striking; if it happeneth 
in the former, the Weaver Supplieth it, 
by another Threed, in its Room: If it 
breaketh in the Striking, he brings the 
two Ends together, and goeth on in his 


work. When he hath wrought a Pla 


then he looks it over, with an TInſtru- 
ment picks it out and bruſheth off the 
looſe knots : 8 goes on till he hath 
finiſhed his Web; Then he Cuts it off the 
Loom. | 


The 


te 


'e 


#- 
The Meditations. 


I. _—_— Spiritual Weavers I/arp is his 


Credenda, the ſeveral Propoſitions 
of Faith and Truth which are wound upon his 
Soul, partly by the exercife of his Reaſon upan 
natural Principles, partly upon the revealed 
will of God in his Word: For the Candle of the 
Lord in our Souls is lighted both theſe ways. 
Reaſon working upon natural Principles, will 
conclude, That there is a God, who made Hea- 
ven and Earth, that he muſt be eternal, infinite, 
juſt and holy, &c. That to him, mult be given 
account of our thoughts, words and actions ; 
That man hath an immortal Soul,&c.But there 
are many more Propoſitions of Truth, which 
Reaſon ( working from meer natural Princi- 
ples ) will never diſcover; yet are conclu- 
ded from Reaſon upon this Hypotheſis, That 
thoſe Sacred Books which we call theScriptures 
contain the revealed will of God, and are the 
words of him who cannot Lic. Now as Nz- 
tural light is not the ſame in all, but varieth ac- 
cording to the capacity of a man to exerciſe his 
Reaſon, and the helps he hath for it; fo alſo 
there is a vaſt difference in mens concluſions 
from Scripture-principles: Every man is not a+ 
like able to ſearch the Scriptures, nor hath. the 
like advantage from forrein help 3 nor is ſo a- 


ble as another to comparc Spiritxal things with 
Spiritual 
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Spiritual.There is nob a greater difference in fz 


ces than there is in the ſentiments and opinions: 


of pious Souls, who all have ſet up to them- 
ſelves the fame End, viz. the Glory of God; who 
" daily beg of God to lead them into all Truth, 
and would not willingly believe a Lie; and 
neceffarily there muſt be fo unleſs it would 
pleaſe God that all men ſhould be born with 
the fame wit, reaſon, parts, and arrive to the 
fame degrees of Learning, and have the ſame 
helps of Inftruction. Now it is impoffible, 
that the two contradicory parts of the ſame 
Propoſition ſhould be true. Hence of neceſh1- 
ty every Spiritezl Weaver, will at laft be found 
to have ſome threegds in his Warp defeQive: 
Some indeed more ſome leſs, but all ſome. 
Nemo ſine crimine vivit, Optimus ille qui mini- 
mis urpetnr, faith Horace, . There is none li- 
veth, who hath a right apprehenſion of every 
divine Truth. And this reflexion, were but men 
pofſfeſt with common humanity, would oblige 
them to bear each with his brother. There 
will not be found a guiltleſs perſon to throw the firſt 
Stoxe _ at his neighbour. Neither 1s any 
man infallible: nor is there upon Earth any 
infallible Judgez why do then judge, and con- 
demn my brother ? may' not he by the ſame 
right condemn me ? Is there not the ſame di- 
ſtance from him to me ( Stand where he will) 
as from me to him ? who (hall judge betwixt 
Bs ? ſhall the Church, or any Authority of men 

; det:rmine 
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determine betwixt us? The Church indeed, yea * 
the Civil Magiſtrate, may determine, that no« 
thing be publiſhed within theirTerritories con- 
trary to what they apprehend the will of God: 
But certainly no man can make an hair of Tr #tbs 
head, white or black,«Truth will be Truth, and 
ErroraLie when men have ſaid what they canz 
nor is any particularChurch more infallible than 
a Pope, 'My following a multitude in an Error 
will no more excuſe me than the following of a 
multitude to do Evil.l have noJudg under hea» 
ven as to my praQice above myConſcience.It is . 
indeed my duty,to Hear theChurch reverently,to 
examine what it ſaith diligently, and to believe 


: } it, as myConſcience tells me; it doth or doth not 


apree with the holy Scriptures. Our Spiritual 
Weaver then may be aſſured that there are ſeve. 
ral threeds defeQive in his Warp;and therefore 
ſtands highly concerned to be ever and anon 
aſting an Eye upon it, examining the various 
Propofitionswhich he hath embraced forTruth, 
and upon. which he buildeth and directs his 
practice.But it is very poſtible,that he may not 
be able to put in better threeds when he hath 
done, He is a bruit, no man, that can believe 
what he liſteth, or whatſoever his neighbour 
would have him to believe. All a Chriſtians 
duty in this caſe is, 1. To examine and prove 
Propoſitions, to hear on both ſides, to com- 
pare things Spiritual with Spiritual, &c, 
2, To havz the perſwaſions to himſelf, in _ 


. 96 The Art of Weaving Spiratualized. 
he hath Faith different from the Church in| 
which he lives. 3. To beg of God to lead 
him into all Truth, and to reveal what as yet is 
not revealed to him, and to pardon his miſtakes, 
and not to conceal any Truth revealed to him in 


unrightevuſneſs. Which doing he may be aſſured 
we bave an high-Prieſt can have-compaſſion 0n our 


Infirmities, Vpon thoſe that are ignorant,as well | 


#boje otherwiſe out of the way, Yet I fear ſome Er- 
xors of faith are damnable.ſuch as infer an impo- 
{bility of theSoul thatis poſſeſſed of them,to do 
. thoſe things which theScripture makes neceſſa- 
xy to Salvation ; Feith and Repentance ; Whe- 
ther any other or nois more thank know. 

2, The. Weaver finds many a threed break 
in the Striking, yet is his Web not ſpoiled by 
It; but when it happens, he ſops, looks back, 
and lays up,and reanites his threeds, and goech 
on in his work: Thus doing, though there be 
many a real breach, yet the piece comes off, is 
approved, merchantable and paſſeth : we have 
before conſidered all the thoughts, words and 
aQions of a Chriſtians life as our Spiritnal Wea- 
vers Striking. Infinite are the threeds that 
break in it. The Righteous finneth ſeven times 
In a day; who can tell how oft he offendeth? 
He who thinks he can keep the whole Law of 
God in thought, word and deed, is not more 
to be blamed tor his Error, than for his Igno- 
rance : if he knew what Holineſs that holy rule 
requireth he would never fay ſo, It was be. 

| caule 
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cauſe the Phariſees did not know that Gods 
Law which ſaith Thow ſhalt not kill, forbade as 
well raſh anger and ill words,as bloodya@ions 
That they thought they could fulfil it 3 and if 
the Popiſh Dodtors, did not give a jejune inter- 
pretation of a DivineLaw-no way concordant 
to holy writ, they would never tell us of T po- 
ſibility of works ofSupererogation,or that any 
hath Oil enovgh in his Lamp for himſelf ahd 
others, which was what the wiſeVirginsin the 
parable denied.” Our threeds '( the Lord par- 
don them, ) will break, and do break every - 
day. What help in this caſe, but to caft our 
Eyes back tipon our a@ions3 to take care at 
ultima 6 we primis,o bring the ends to- 

ether agatn with armed to make up the 
Beach by an exerciſe. of Faith on the Lord Je- 
ſus 3 to refolve in Gods: ftrength to take more 
heed for thefuture : This doing,though what 
is done cannot be undone, yet for the SatisfaQti- 
on-of Chriſt it ſhall be reckoned as undone,and 
our Webof Righteouſneſs accounted as perfect 
and accepted 'of God. The Soul is not made 
one who never finned, ( That is impofhble and 
importeth a contradiction) but it is made as 
one that had never finned, chat is, its Sins ſhall 
never hurt it, --- 

3. TheWeaver when be hath wrought a Plate, 

( Fs they call ſo much of the Web made as can 
at once lie before his Eye) be looks it over, picks 
it » bruſpetb off the laoſe Knots,C ſo 1 think they = 
tne 
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the little parts of Wool] orYarn picked off /how 


ftly doth this prompt the Spiritual Weaver to 


his every day work of Self.Examination? Eve- 
xy days thoughts, words, ations make him a 
plate of Work, Some unevennels there will be 
in it, his Conſcience ſpiritually enlightened, 
is the Inſtrument he mutt uſe to pick hisWork 


by. Something will be found too much, in | 


his Afﬀedions, Paſſions, Words, Pretences, 8c, 
even in his beſt actions, to be. pickt out by a 
penitent heart, diſclaimed, abhowed, caſt from 
. him as a filth rag;ſomething to be bruſht off as 
no part of his Spiritual Web, yea as a noiſome 
fly, which will make his whole box of precious 
Oiatment to ſtink , He never proves a good 
work-man, who is not as good and as diligent 
at picking,as at throwing of his Shuttle. He ne- 
ver makes a good Chriſtian, who is not; as 
good at examining his ways, 'as walking, in 
a ſeeming courſe of Piety and Righteouſneſs, 
Often Reckoning we ſay makes long friends; 
OttenReckoning with God and our own Con* 
ſcience, will keep God and us long friends.and 
our own Conſciences long friends unto us. Oh 
that every good Chriſtian would remember at 
the End of every day! My days work is now 
done but till I have it to pick, and then retire 
into his Cloſet, and uſe his Conſcience to re- 
fie upon his actions, and ce if it be( ſo far as 
his light will guide him) according to the di- 
vine Rule;zHow much would this ry n= 
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the evennneſs of a Chriftians Web , and help 
him in the.cloſe of his life to ſay after Heze- 
kiah, Lotd, remember how I bave walked before 
thee intrath, and with a perfet heart | 
4. This whole work muſt be done till our 
piece comes quite off the Loom. Selt-exami- 
nation, Repentance, Watchfulneſs, are not the 
works of a day. or a month, or a year, but of 
our whole lite ; no work for Lent or Ember- 
weeks, or. Faſting-days only, but the work of 
every-day, . every week :, The good Chriſtian 
can never find atime fora Carnival, Travel- 
lers tell us, that in the Popiſh Countreys, par- 
ticularly at Vexice, the week before their mor- 
filyigg time of Lext is called by that name, a 
week given up to all manner of Luſt, Luxury, 
Gaming,Lewdneſs,and Prophaneneſs as a pre- 
faceto their Mock-faſt that is to follow, which 
e their Lenton-weeks, an undue proporti- 
on of time for the diſgorging their polluted 
Souls of the preceeding Crapula. Thele are ill 
Spiritual Weavers,that ſpoilmore of their work 
in one week than they can again make good in 
many. The workman in the Lords work who 
needs not be aſhamed is quite another thing 3 
he is always at work cither Weaving or Pick- 
ing, either working, or looking over, ſearching 
or proving what he hath, done, whether it be 
good or well done, yea. or no, till his piece 
comes off the Loomy his Hands and Eys never 
ceaſe , and to him: that doth thus, God wu 
ay, 
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fay, Well done ! good and faithful Servant, enter 
znto thy Maſters joy. The Weaver cuts his own 
piece from the Loom, and ceaſeth to work 
when he hath made his piece to the length and 
breadth,which he or his Maſter hath propoſed. 
The Chriſtian might do ſo too, if his 
lengths and breadths propoſed by his great 
Lord were not ſuch as he'can never reach and 
fulfil; but his mark, 'to which he is to preſs for- 
ward, the perfe man, the meaſure of the ftature 
of the fulneſs of Chrift, mentioned, Eph. 4-13. is 


fuch a length and bresdth as the beſt Cliriftian. 


can never hope to reach; and muſt therefore die 
in his work 3 till forgetting what” is behind, 
Kill prefling forward to what is before. Hercan- 
not take off his work when he. pleaſeth,” be- 


cauſe he will never have done it; he cannot fi- 


#iſh his comrſe tillGod hath finiſhed his life: The 
work which God hath given him to dozis not 
to depart from his Statutes all the days of his 
life, 


The Poem, 


Do ſome Threeds fail in every Warp ? 
Why ds T at my Neighbour Carp, 
Becauſe he is not of my Faith, 

Nor can I think true what he ſaith ? 

Who made my ſoul Fudge in bis caſe, 
What but my own impudent F ace ? 

Do'nt I from him.differ as much 
As be from me ? Is the eſe ſuch 
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The Church muſt judg? But yet I ſhall, 
|' To my own Maſter, ſtand, or fall, 


Within ker Territories naught. 

I muſt not publiſh then what ſhe 
Doth contradift, and not agree: 

But ſhall not ftill my thoughts be free 
From any bumane Tyranny? 
Shall She determine me to do 

What Conſcience ſaith will bring me woe? 
Muſt we ſubſcribe what out hearts tell 
Us, will but lead us into Hell #- 

Or, can we believe what we liſt? 

And muſt we | or our Neighbours fiſt 

+ | Into it buffet w? Where's goze 

The Proteſtant Diſcretion ? 

Reme hatb-be beſt of tif that we 
Muſt have Infallibility. 

Whoſe believes, becauſe the Church 
Believes, #s in the Romiſh Lurch: 

He for*s Religion nere will burn, 

And. waits forth* next wind to turn. 

. May I miſtake ? What ſhall ſecure 

Me, coming to the Churches Lure ? 
God will forgive me, if I ſlide 

Under the Condud of that gaide 
Which be bath in me ſet , and in 
Fogndation-dofiriner do not Sin: 
Though in my Warp, ſome threeds amiſ: 
Or in my Woof Inftrmitiee 


—_—— 


G 


The Church ſhall judg what ſhall be tanght, 
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If Tdo what I can npon 

My Conſcience Information, 

For what Thave, or have not done 

T truſt Chrift*s $ atisfattion; 

Onely I muſt both bruſh, and pick 

Eacb plate of work, for*t will be fick, 

Of Imperfedion : and this T 

Myft Every day do, till I d#e- 1 
When God my work cuts off the Loom, 
Then will my private Fudgment come 3 . 

And I ſhall bave my pages grven, 
. Which muſt be citber Hell » or Heaven, - 


| 
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CHAP. 7. 
The Art, 


Whew the Weavers piece, or Cloth, is off 
the Loom, he brings it to bis Meſter, 
who payeth him, actording to what be 
hath earned, to ſome more to ſome 
leſs. His Maſter maketh it up, fee 
it for the Merchant, by ſevera 
according to the Natyre of the Web, 
Fulling, Entering, Raiſing, Pre p- 
theme Some are only plainly ma 
ard Preſſed; Some are glozed, 7.4 
muſt be carried to the ſealing-Hall, 
and ſealed. Thws they are fitted up 
for a Merchant ;, then Sold. 


The Meditations. 


I. V T 7 Hat a work is here before the 
poor. Laborious Weaver can 

et a few pence or Shillings, what a variety of, 
| Sa and pains ? I have heard as Ifaid be- 
fare that a great Pesr of this Realm ſame- 
times condemned to die thus expreft himlelf: 
If Thad ſeryed my God with the ſame faithfulneſs, 
# I have ſerped my Prince, Thad nat come 20 this: 
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untimely End. Many a poor Weaver, that fits 
at his Loom, from four in the morning till 8.9, 
10. at night,but to get 7,8, ot 10 s. a week for 
a livelihood, 1 fear may fadly refle& upon his 
Soul, and ſay : If IT wrought half fo hard for 
God, asT here toil for my Maſter, how much 
better wages ſhould I have? what a lamentable 
fool. Lam-to-work 9, 10.-hours in a day for 7 
or 8'0r.105, and to.grudg, one or two hours, to 
work'for a Crown of Glory, to read, hear,pray 
that God: would not condemn my Soul to an 
Eternal mifery? How doth many a poor in- 
duſtrious | Weaver ſpend his Labour for that 
which is not bread, and his Strength. for. that 
which <ither will not profit, or not. compara- 
bly with the work of Righteonſneſs. ©, Blefſed 
God! what compariſon is there, betwixt thine, 
and the worlds wages, to him that moſt faith- 
fally ferves its his crowns of Gold, and ' this 
Crown of Eternal Glory and'Happineſs * we 
hear men often ſay, we will rather play for no- 
thing than wotk for nothing; yet how do the 
moſt of men rather chuſe to work for nothing, 
yea to work for Hell rather than fo w@tk out 
their own Salvation,and for the Glory of God? 
C The greateſt ſomethings of this world and 
of that which is'to come.) The Service of God * 
isa perfedt Freedom, a Freedom in compariſon 
of all the work in the world. Doth God re- 
quire of a poorWeaver that he might be ſaved, 
to ſpend © or 10 hours every day in Reading, 


Praying, 
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Praying, Hearing, ſelf. Examination, &c,' what 
lively aFive Chriſtian is conſtant to much 
more than a third part of that time fpent in de- 
votion to God? yet it is for an Eternity of 
Glory and Happineſs, It is true, he muſt ſet God 
always before bus Eyes, that will not ſlide by his 
feet. He muſt walk ip the fear of the Lord all 
the day-long, that will enter into his Maſters joy, 
he muſt continually dire& his intention'right ; 
whether he eateth or drinketh, or whatever be - 
doth,he muſt do all to the glory of God: But is Ho- 
lineſs {auch a toil, ſuch a wearineſs to the fleſh, 
ſuch a bodily 1zbour as Weaving is? yet what- 
a difference is there'in the wages ? Ah what 
aſlave is man ? that can tie himſelf, yea muſt 
tie himſelf to a Loom all the day tor a poor 
livelihood, and yet cannct tie himſclt to a 
courſe -of Religion and Holineſs to obtain the 
Promiſes both for this life, and for that. which 
is to come. Shall not the Beams of the Wea- 
vers Looms, ſhall not his Shuttles and Treddlec, 
be witneffes againlt him another day, which by 
him are kept in continual motion, and worn 
out, for a little portion of Bread ? While in the 
mean time, not a Cuſhion is, worn. out 
by him in prayer, not a. Bible with, xeadiog in it 
what ſhould concern his Everlaſting peace. 
What but a Evil beart f unbelief, covl d give 


condud to the life of molt, while forſaking the 


fountain of living waters, they thus fpend 
their time, (their pretious time ( npon, whi 
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their Eternity depends Jin digging up tothem- 
ſelves Cifterns, broken Cifterns, that will hold 
no water? Did they believe there were a God, 
there were an Heaven, ſuch a Reward as the 
Scripture ſpeaks for the Righteous, it were 
impoſſible they ſhould move '{o little for it, 
while they work ſo hard for what is infinitely 
beneath it, 

2. The Weaver"s Maſter pays bim according to 
bis work, The Materials ht hath before recei- 
ved fyom his Maſter, of various ſorts, and. pri- 
ces,according to the piece he is to work. Some 
1peil all, and have in ftead of wages nothing 
but a ſmart reproof and chiding, or an aCtion 
brought againſt them; others bring it home 
flovenly done : Others bring it done well, 
and workman like. They are paid according 
to their work. The great, Maſter, the Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, furniſheth every man with 
Materials and Inſtruments, for him to do the 
work which he hath given him to do. None 
3s without a Reaſonable Sort, endued with ſe- 
veral faculties (the Principles and Inſtruments 
of all humane Operations. )All indeed have not 
alike wit, capacity, judgment, reaſon; but all 
have'ſome Materials , fome Powers given. to 
them. God (as the pradent Weaver )) doth 
not at firft give out to all the beſt Materials. 
The prodentWeaver firft tries his Servant with 
hncteFarn.then with finer;firft withWoollen, 


then with Silk: Ifhe works not the coarſer firlt, 
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well, his Maſter truſts him not with the finer: 
If he works not his WoollenYarn well, his Ma- 
ſter will not adventure Silk into his hands. ' If 
heidoth work the coarſer,well,hisMaſfter is not 
bound, (otherwiſe than - he may be by a Pro- 
miſe or Covenant ) to truſt him with his moſt 
choice and coſtly Materials.I muſt confeſs I do 
much encline to think that in the day of ſudg- 
ment, no Soul ſhall be condemned for not do- 


ing that which it had not wherewithal to, doz ... 


As « man may Sin without the Law, ſo he may 
periſh without the Law,being judged without 
the Law. Ican eaſily acquit the holy God of 


any unrightcouſreſs, if in man's lapſed Eftate, !/ 
he ſhould eternally condemn a Soul. for net do- 
ing what in his preſent State he cannot do., 


Tis certain, that we all had in Adam a Power 


to do whatſoever in innocency Gvd required £./; 


of man in order to Salvation if our Foretather 
ſpent what we ſhould have lived upon, it were 
very abſurd to fay, God hath loſt his Right 
to_exad&t his debt, becauſe we have loft our 
Power to pay it. But Ifay, I ſee noneed to 
inſiſt on this. God will find enough to con- 


demn Sinners for at laſt, becauſe they have done / 
it (when he forbade them) and it was in their | 
power to have forborn itz or ot dowe what he | 


commanded, and was in their power to have 
done. The meritorious cauſe of their Damnation 


ro | 
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.(to whomGod pleaſethnot to give Etfcacious >" 


Grace ) will be found, their abuſe or not uſe 
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of their common Grace. It is true, 'did men uſe 
their common Grace neyer {o well, they could 
not by ſuch uſe of it earn Special Grace, (that 
is a {acred Wind which bloweth where it liſt- 
ethz) the price of it is. above all the Pearl, and 
Coral, and Rubies, and Diamonds of a natural 
mans works : but I do not think that in the 
day of Judgment we ſhall ſee the face of one 
Soul, who did what in him. lay; onely God was 
wanting to him in the diſpenſations of effeQu- 
al Grace, The Sinner ( let him think; what 
he will to the contrary ) ſhall never lay. his 
damnation at'God's door. This great Maſter 
will give every one according to his work, 
Some ſhall ariſe to Shame and Contempt, {ome 
to life Eternal; all ſhall receive according to 
what they have done in the ficſh, whether it 
be Good or Evil, The latter ſhall go into ever- 
lating Puniſpment, the Righteous mto life: eter- 
#2, Math. 25.46. When Chriſt comes, (and 
It will be quickly ) his Reward will be with 
bin, to give every m2#. a3cording 4s his work, ſhall 
* be, Revel. 22.12. When the Son of man ſhall come 
in the Glory of bus Father -with bs angels, then 
ſhall be reward every man according to his works. 
' Math. 16.27. He whoſe work hath bin to 
riſe up carly codrink ſtrong drink, and to tit at 
the wine till it enflameth him, ſhall have accor- 
ding to bis work, hi3 portion,” where he (hall 
want a cup of cold water to cool his tangue. 
Other ſenſual Sinners fball allo have accord- 


ng 
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ing to thcir work,j. e. the Judgment threatned 
in the word of God to ſuch kind of works; and 


the child of God alſo ſhall have according to 


his work, 1/. 32: 17. The workof Righteouſneſs, 


ſhall be peace, and the effeft of it quietneſ5, and 


aſſurance for ever. The good-man ſhall receive 
according to. his work. The King ſhall ſay to 
them on' bis right hand, come you Bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the Kingdom, &c, For I was ax 
Hungry, and you gave me Meat, &&c, 

3. As every Chriſtians work is not alike, ſo 
neither will his wages be: 1 Cor. 3.15. If any. 
mans \work be burnt he ſhall ſuffer Loſs, but be 
himfelf ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo as through fire, he 
that buildeth upon the true foundation ſhall 
be ſaved; but yet he may ſo work that much of 
his work. may be burnt : and if it be fo, he ſhall 
ſuffer loſs, he hall be ſaved, but as through 
Fire, It hath been a queſtion amongſt Divines, 
whether there ſhall be Degrees of Glory in Hea- 
ver, yea or no ; Tis very probable there ſhall, 
much Scripture looketh that way; certain it is 
that in many things all the glorihed Saints 
ſhall be equal. They ſhall all be exempted 
from Eternal Puniſhment, they (hall all ſee God, 
they all ſhall be for ever with the Lord; but that 
they ſhall all fit on equal thrones, and have 
the ſame degrees of Glory and Happineſs we 
cannot fayz nor yet will deſcribe wherein the 
difference (hall lie, what further degrees oft Ho- 
nour or pleaſure one ſhall baye more than ano» 
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ther. This we know. that every Spiritual 
Weaver ſhall in the great day be paid according 
to the kind of bis work,, and according to the 
degree of his work in its kind, beit good or 
- evil. It ſhall be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon, for Sodom and Gomerrab,than for Chora- 
zin, Bethſaids, and Capernaum, Thole that 
abide with Chriſt in bis — ſhall fie #pox 
#welveThrones judging theTwelve tribes of Iſrael, 

4. Onely there will be theſe Differences 
betwixt the Ezrtbly and the Spiritual Weavers 
Payment, I. The Ezrtbly Weaver. hath ſome» 
thing due to him froin the natzre of bis work, 
as well as from bis Mafters Promiſe andContrad: 


So hath not the Spiritual Weaver, The wages of 


Sin is Death ;, but the pift of God # Eternal life. 
A man may earn Hell;but he muſt have Heaven 
freely given him of God; all the pretence of 
debt we have is from a free Promiſe. 2. Again, 
the Earthly Weaver may do ſometbing beyond his 
Tak, which if he doth, he ſhall be paid for it: 
So cannot the Spiritual Weaver, nay, when he 
hath done all he can,” he muſt ſay he is au 
wnprofitable Servant , a Servant, fo as 
what he hath done is but his duty; az u- 
profitable Servant, fo as what he hath done 
comes ſhort of his duty. So that indeed our 
Spiritual /Weaver ſtrictly hath mot accor ding to 
bis work, not according to the Failwres,and im- 
 perfeftions of it, but according to the kind of ir, 
2 and degrees of goodnels in it: The Spiritual 
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quo , 2 proportionable reward unto his work 
but it is a reward of grace, according to the 
nature and degree of his Sincerity in his work. 
5. hen the Weavers piece cometh off the Looms | 
(according to the Nature of the piece) i # ej- 
ther by the Maſter ontely made up and prefſed and 
ſealed, or elſe (as ſome pieces require) it is dy- 
ed, Fulled, Tentered, Raiſed, Preſſed, Glozed, and 
ſo expoſed to the Merchant, Much of this is 
onely to deceive or pleaſe the buyers Eye. 
Nothing of this is to be done to the Spiritual - 
Web, that goes to an Eye, which as ir cannot 
be deceived, ſo it will not be pleaſed with any 
plozings : Onely, Dyed it muſt be, made up and 
offered nnto God it muſt be, Sealed it mult be, The 
only Dye that can give an acceptable tinQure 
to the work of Righteouſneſs,is in theFotmtain 
ſer open to tþe bouſe of David, and to the Inha- 
bitants of Hiernſalem for fin, and for unclean- 
neſs, Rev. 7. 14. Thoſe that came ont of great 
Tribulation, waſhed their robes, and made them 
white in the Blood of the Lamb. If we fin (faith 
the Apoſtle) and who lives, who works and 
finneth not?)We bave an advocate with thefather, 
even FeſwChriſt the Righteous, 1 Joh. 2.1. 1t is 
Chrilt that with his blood,and perfe& Saths- 
faion muſt die all our work$zit is he who mufi 
make them up perfe& through his Righteoul- 
neſs; tlis he that muſt ſet his Seal of acceptati- * 
on upon them , who muſt offer them up unto 
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his Father. This is what Saint Fob» ſaw. Rev. 
8.3. when he ſaw another Angel ſtanding be- 
fore the Altar, having a Golden Cenſer:and there 
was given nnto bim much incenſe, that he ſoould 
offer it with the Prayers of all Saints mpon the gol- 
den Altar, v. 4. which was before the throne; and 
the Smoak of the incenſe which came with tby | 
prayers of the Saints,aſcended up before God out of 
.the Angels hand. Thus now hath our Spiri- 
tual Weaver finiſhed: his work, run the race 
which God ſet him to run, finiſhed his courſe, 

. and enters the paradiſe of God. 

6, But I obſerve, that every poor Weaver, 
cannot ſtay for his wages until the end of the 
year, but hath it from week to week; poſlibly ; 
they cannot ſtay fo long, but muſt have it from 
day today. The good Maſter indulgeth him 
conlidering his . neceſſities and the needs of 
his Family, he giveth him ' not all but ſome he 
giveth him. So doth our great . Lord and 
Maſter ; Godlineſs hath promiſe b1th of this 
life, and alſo of that which is t0.come, Our Lord 
knoweth that weare necellitous creatures,and 
cannot do him Service. ( while we are in the 
body) without Food and RaymentGodlineſs 
hath therefore many Promiſes annexed to it, 
which are fulfilled in this life; if not to all in the 
extent of ſome Promiſes, yct to all fo tar as ſhall 
be food convenient, and fo enough for them, to | 

* ſupport, uphold, and maintain them, while in 
this world they are at their Lords work, Yet 
. not 
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not this in Equal portions but as many Ma- 
, | fters that have various workmen not indued 
all with a like diſcretion ,. ſometimes truſt one 
4 | (whois thediſcreeteſt of them) with the por-" 
;_ | tions Ng. three or, four : *tis all in. 
4 | truſt, that they ſhould diſtribute to Six and al-* 
ſo to Seven. So doth our great Lord and 
F | Maſter in his dittributions of the good things 
;. | of this life which are capable to be ill, as.well ag. 
. | well uſed. * Gbd gives to ſome Abundance; to' 
. | others enough, to others too lirtle, * He that 
* | hath abundance, hath with it a charge to be” 
rich in good works, to do good, and to diſtribute; 
s | God hath provided for all, fome haveit in' 
; their own hands, gthers have It in their friends. 
1 | hands. -God'putFfor the poor into the hand” 
of the rich, and with .a chargeto them, to do 
\f | good and-to diſtribute it according to his or-" 
e | der, and under and by the rules, he hath ſee. 
4 | down in his word.' Their great wages is to 
:; | be paid at the End of their days, indeed at the, 
4 | End of the World; but"they ſhall in the mean 
4 | time have Something to ſupport, and uphold. 
them while they are in the Fleſh doing and 
G | ſuffering the will of God conterning them, 


The 
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The Poem. 
_ ! haw me labour for a piece of Bread, ' 


ich when we have, 
Ib prriſheth | 1 No Sooner are we Fed, 
oO pany crave. 
We work, and by and by or gettings $ ry 
Yar we before elit |. 
Were, that we are; Our Labour*s without End; 
we flill poor, 
Still but oxr body's 1 Our better Self 
. Wil Starved be : 
It cannot be maintained with worldly pelf 
T Eternity. 
I; there ns better Trade, mightfhot I work 
For better pay 
If Tſers' 4 God ? My Soul let it not irk, 
Thee for toproy, 
To Read, to Hear, tos poud tzme every day; 
'To make that Sure, p 
Which when all theſe poor-things (hall melt aw 
| Shallftil Je vr. ds 
Work bow Iwill, while Jam in the Fleſh, 
My pay will be, 
Or good, or bad, of Either more, or leſs, 
Eternal. 
Why doeſt thow ſay no mortal man can live 
Meerly on prayer? 
Did zver God unto his Servant give 
Nothing but air ? 


Canſt 


"= 


Canſt truſt him for « Crown, and eanſt not truſt 


. But do not think that thou doeſt from thy Maker 
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Him for thy Bread? 
Heath he not ſaid on thy part of duſt, 
It ſhall be Fed ? 
Did ever any bim for notbing ſerve 
For nothing here ? 
If thous doelt not abound thou ſhalt not flarve, 
Thou needſt not fear. 


_ _- the leaſt good. 
AlÞ's free gift, or becauſe thay art 
Of tby Lords blood. ha 

His hand muſt Seal his Blood my dye thy piece; 
If be but write 

ACCEPTED, it ſhall paſs for Righteonſneſs 3 
That makes tt right. 

Out of that AngePs band, myGod, let all 

Prayers come 
To thee, and whatſoever good I ſhall 
Work in my Loom. 
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Hines I have. only. helped our. ver 
, with . ſome for. Spi xagt 


or; ane. Diſcourſe from the ſey 

of. hjs Work. - Let. me "row.gire bl ome 

few Obſervations I have. =_ e,up cight _ 

twenty —_ conver{c with many q ofthis Occu- 

pation. . My Obſervations, will ſome of ea be be 

moxe General, relating to other Trades as well 

& thatz, ſome more Special, relating to thae 

Employment. I hall not be curious in diſtin. 
H | guiſhiiig 
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guiſhing them each from other, but take them 


ughts com "F 
© Nas; he Ye NS 00; & Citennt- 
_ of that Occ Fapah) fitted to the 
Perſonal advant Pp Ich are e loyed 
in it, ang the Polttical good of the place where it 
tr exereiftt with any ovfer vi not much exceeding 


moſt Employments: . Which I ſhall make out in 
ſeveral particulars.! 316 1 


7. Its Ed and effed, is the Snpply of one of| 


; 

- are our = owe — needs : The Apolile 

adviſeth, that if we we ſhould be con- 

tent. The Weater Fn we W4 6fdrmer. What 

ſad A ioEas have many perſons in the 

World ER is. net hivg: aſe but 
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m Bleſſing upon his. Employment, and ſay, Profþ 
.-\ #hantbe work of aut hand? pon 4 #,0 Lord "Profoer 
- rho our handy work. :: He whole - tat 
be| lieth, in a meex;Service of Pride, Luxury and 
£4\ Wantonneſscannot do fo; 
-it| --2»:;A Second advantage of-:this| Trade, is 
mg| The little time thas it giveth .citber. Servant Or 
Maſter, (bat Sexvants; eſpecially.) for adleneſ7; 
Ieleyeſs. (eſpecial in tyaarh) is the ſource and 
e of| fountain -of almoſt all the Debaghery;pollu- 
ext] teth - the - world; and: all the Beggary. with 
file} which we abopnd\. ) Boglomon tells. 8, Eccleſ. 
c0#-| 191483; By memeh Sloghfolneſy the ug de- 
hat eayeth, and through idjeneſs of | the. the 
the] building. drops--through.'. This (, or Stk 
but] 16-484 )997,theauiuity of Su lemÞ ge, fulneſs 
heir| off Bnogd, and ghyndenee of 5 74, in ber 
Dans 1The-S9pl of man is pap buly 


no time w 
| ' idle.i ins” a Tn Employment! keeps 
5n1 the Soul out of the. (engatoprra gg aw 
va pd: txpoleth it, 1Idls:! perſons «5+ 13 

cute are 198! idle only, buy, Tatwers, and ys; 

-reiy wandring. from bouſe to;bouſt colon 

1G which they ought not: Yea, and daing tao 

3od\ which they ought not. It isthe idle perſpn that 
eflinf H2 prove 
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ptoves the Gameſter, the Drunkard, &c. It is 
true there may be an exceſs in Labour, when 
it is to that degree that it waſteth the Body, 
deſtroyeth the health, allows-not due time for 
Devotion nor the reaſonable: repairs of the Bo- 
dy, by food or ſleep, or moderate Recreation; 
but (theſe things excepte# the leſſer time 
for idleneſs any Trade allows the better it is, 
This I am ſure this Trade doth. IT am many 
times aſhamed of my own Bed, when I ſee the 
Candles inthe poor Weavers Chambers, or 
-hear the noiſes of their Looms. 

3 Thitdly,” It is the advantage of this a- 
bove many other Trades, that'a man" may be 
dealing in it with a little tock, and, from it get 
a little Livelitiood. IIs —— of 
many other ploymeritsthit nothing carr be 
done in"th&n without ' ſeveral hundreds of 
pounds pding 3 *tis otherwiſe in this; My ſelf 
have 'knowit \many who. camie to conſiderable 
Eſtates, whohave told methey begun with'ten 
pound ;" ehey- paſſed but with a Staff) over 
Fordan, aſe” at their- cortivg, back hiad-: great 
. Droves.- 

4 Fourthly, if God Blifis the Weaver it 
his courſe of Trade, yet- (provided he hath his 
health-*4nd limbs, Y his Trade affords him's 
livelihood. Many Trallcs do not this.they are 
morc'optn,'&c. ad if the” Tradeſman. fails he 
is forced ts fy. 


5.:'1f God bleſſech the Weajer in his Trade 
c 


mu 
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he is fitted by it alſo in a great meaſure for the 
more-noble Employment of a Merchant; he-- 
hath Jearned to know the true makihg and the 
prices of moſt Stuffs, how they may he affor- 
ded, &c. 


6. It gives a great advantage, for ſome exer- 


 ciſes of Religion to be interwoven with ſecular 


Employments. It is the great unhappineſs of 
ſome Employments, that they ſo-wholly take 
up the head and heart of ſuch as are ingaged in 
them, that they hardly allow any intervals for 
any Spiricual Employment. The Weaver is not. 
{o; but his Trade is very conſiſtent with, 1. 
Heavenly Ejaculations: he may have manum in 
textrino oculos in calo , his Employment will 
not hinder his devout Soul from many a look 
toward Heaven; he may Weave and. pray.2.Spi- 
ritual Meditations: it not fo continued and fhx- 
ed, as if wholly at leiſure 3 yet frequent, and 
ſerious. My ſenſe of this hath given me the oc« 
caſion of helping him in the former part of 
this Diſcourſe... 3. Spiritual diſcourſe.Ordina- 
xily three or faur are working here together in 


the fame Chamber;: If but one of them will be 


the Preacher, the others are tycd to be the hea- 
rers; and indeed I have often thought ( how 
truly I cannot tell ) that this Trade this way 
hath very much contributed te the Religion of 
this Town,God having a great number of that 
Occupation among us, of whom we have rea- 
{on to hope very well, as to their Eternal State, 
H 3 7. It 
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7.kt is a Trade of great ingenuity ; No mecha-' 
nick Tradetif this may be-called fo) giving 
ſach an advantage to'ingenions perſons to im- 
prove their fancy, by the invention of new Pat- 
terns,or mixing Yarn andColours too for a-ne 
Pattern laid before them.” | 


$. Laſtly; :'Tfis a Trade infinitely of&ful as | 


tothe poor; Females both Women and Chil- 
dren are imploytd in. preparing their Yarn-: 
Children from their Infancy almoſt,in winding 
their pipes, men in Weaving; at the Loon,” In 
ſhort carinof tell whether thete-be any one 0- 
ther Employttient, that affords ſo many perſo- 
nal advantages to the Tradefman, or political 
advantages'to the State under whoſe Govern- 
ment they ar& employed; + Solomon faith, the 
King is ſerved By the Fields Tam ſure the King 
of England is etninently ſexved by the Weaverz 
and this is obvious to any one who doth but 
conſider, what 'an innumerable company - of 
Spinfters, Woolcombers, Filling-boys, Shear- 
men, Dyets;Preſſers, Sc. depend upon ther: 
Beſides, the Merchant byithem is ſerved with 
infinite vaylety of Stuffs to be tranſported into 
all the hotter parts of the world, beſides the 
great quanitities uſed' in 'our Land,' and 'the 
Kings adjacent Dominions. =_ 

1. This Obſervation 'may he ofa donble uſe 
to the Weayer. 1. To Reſtram bis Diſcontent 
for the corſe of life, in which" the Providence 
of God,the Prultehice of his Parents oxGover- 
, nours 
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nours and, hisown choice.in his younger years, 
have engaged him. It is a great. iptirmity pfour 
Natuxes, that not one of many is content with 
boy poxtion.., The Poct Jong fince complained 
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--- Ds fit Mecans ut nemo quam fibi Sortem, 


| _ '*Seuy@io dederity ſeu ſors objeceri ill, 


Contentas vivat, loudet diverſa ſequenter.. 


The Weayex is xcady tofay,O that I had bin 
an Hoſier, a Groſſer, a Draper ;' any thing but 
what I,am; ! -One great. [Reaſon of which, is; 
That we can eaſily ſee the difficulties which 
attend. our courſe of.life,; but axe not fq good 
judges of what attend anothtrs; which makes 
anothers appear to us ſo far more , detuable, 
when in| very deed there is no courſe. of life. 
this world, hut hath its difficulties attending it, 
and ſufficient for every Trade are the Eyvils 


thereof:and there is Hone that. makes anoption, 


of another courſe, but if he would give. himſclt | 
the iciſuxe to; enquire of ſome, ſo,cmployed, he 
would find them as much wiſhing they had bin 
ſomething el{s chan what they arc... But what 
hath the Weaver to complain of ? Whay can 
commend 2:\Trade which'is: wanting. to hjs.? 
edownmany « night yuith an akingjheazt.to 
think, how any he-hath.baen helping on to 
the botcomlals pit. - Ohms may have: lowre 


H 4 reflections 
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reflections, when they come at night to think 
over what they have been doing that day, and 
their Conſciences makes them anſwer, that they 
have been ſerving theWorld with what isof no 
- uſe but to ſerve Pride or Luxury. TheWeaver's 
Conſcience. ſhall never trouble him for this; 
When the Weaver: refle&s upon his Trade; | 
and confiders © the . general End of 'it ap- 
proved by God, the profit of it though not ſo 
reat as others, yet what will afford Food and 
ayment to the induſtrious hand, the advan- 
ages of it whether God pleaſeth in it to ſmile 
or frown'upon him, the advantage it gives him 
for deyout Ejaculations, pious Meditations, 
good Conferences, the uſefulneſs of it for all, 
more eſpecially for theMaintenance of the poor, 
he hath no reaſon to murmur at Divine Provi- 
dence, nor to blame his Parents prudence, or 
reflet upon his youthful indiſcretion : God 
hath choſen a' good Lot for him,and he ought 
. chearfully to abide in the Calling to which 
' God hath' called him and to be content. 

2. DidI fay to be content? yea to be highly 
thankful unto God 3 Bleſſing God that by his 
Providence dire&ed him to ſuch an Employ in 
the World, as his Conſcience ſhall never juſtly 
check him for the following of it 3 ſuch a one as 
he can #1 Faith goto God Morning and Even 
ing and 'beg Gods'blefing upon fSo- cannot 
many a jollier perſont)-An Employment that 


filleth his hand,atid diverts from Idleneſs which 
is 
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is the Souls ruſt, and poiſon; an Employment 
in which he hath many advantages, more than 
in many others, to ſerve, his God, himſelf, 
his generation 3 that he ſhall not live in the 
Earth like a drone, upon the hony gathered 
by others, nor like a beaſt of prey upon rapine, 
nor like orie who thinks he is onely born for 
himſelf, and whom, both the good and ſo- 
ber World could a thouſand times with leſs 
inconvenience miſs than keep alive. Here 
is abundance of matter of praiſe, that hath 
over-ruled our wills in the indiſcretion of our 
youth to ſuch a choice as this, the choice of 
a Trade at which a man may fit with fo 
much Satisfaction, and in which he may work 
with ſo much pleaſure, and the exercife of fo 
much Piety, and for ſo much publick profit, as 
well as private advantage. Let*then the Wea- 
ver reflecting on his Employment fit and 
SINg. | | | 


The Pocm. 


My God ! my Loome”s no warebouſe, where 
Gold-Ore,or Silver-wedges are; 
No Goldſmith* s Shop gliſtering with plate, 
Nor «ny other thing of State. 

Tis no ſuch thing; 
But *tis an ntenſil, by wbich 
The Poor are cloathed and the Rich, 
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What helps to cover mankind ſhame, 
And thence bath got itſelf a name 
To ſerve the King. 
My works ſuch as when once 0*re 
Will uere my Conſcience trouble more : 
When Tbave wearied hands aud feet, _ 
My ſleep upon it will be ſweet , 
| The kh mind at reſt, 
*Tis what employs me all the day, 
And ſpares no time with Sin to play 3 
IV bat tire's not quite gor giveth leiſure, * 
For any ſordid finful pleaſure ; 
And that Trade's beſt. 
"Tis what ſo takes not up my mind, 
Bus I can in it leiſare find 
To ſend « prayer with a Sigh, 
Unto my Father that's on bigh 
Aud think upon 
His works of Power,and of Grace, 
And beg the ſhinings of his face : 
There I can ſit, and ſpeak b# praiſe, 
And others tell, how he diſplays 
Salvation. 
There Tca tell for me what God 
Hath done, both by his Staff and Rod 
Of my Redeemer 1 can ſing 
There, and exalt my Lord, my King), 
| And him Obey 
In doing what he calls me to, 
And which be wills me for to do, 


There 


— 
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There I egn ſet on work, the poor, 
And keep them from rich Dives door; 
And all men pay 
With th* honeſt Sweat of a poor brow. 
There I can recompence the Plow, 
Tfind it Chthing, that me Bread: 
Thus I am clad, and alſo fed, 
In a poor Looms 
Whiles the All-ſeeing Eye doth ſee 
Others Working Iniquity. 
My Weavers Loom Iwill prefer 
Before the ide Theater, 
For Chrift will come. 
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For the moſt part thoſe who begin with 
the leaſt Stockraiſe the beſt Eſtates. 


2 Obſer Uations. 


1. [T is an Obſervation which will be 
found to juſtify itſelf, as in many 0- 

ther Trades and courſes of life, ſo in this Trade 
alſo. Not many who begin with large Stocks 
grow rich by Trading, but for the moſt part 
the moſt thriving part of Tradeſmen are thoſe 


who began with little; nor doth the reafon of 
Oo kts 
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| this ly wholly out of ordinary fight, ,though 
pollibly ſomething of it may not be {6 obvi- 
ous 

I. What if we ſhould ſay ( what the Come- 
dian long fince obſerved ) that the nature of 
all is procl;vis a labore ad libidinem, Moſt per- 
ſons naturally hate Labour, and do not care to 
eat their Bread ( if they can help it.) in the 
Sweat of their face, If men have cnough to 
live on, they will: rather abate the Ornaments 
of their life than endure labour for them. 
While on the other ſide, thoſe who at firſt are 
forced to labour to ſupply the neceſlities of 
their lite, by that time they have done that, are 
fo habituated and inured to it,thatLabour is far 
more pleaſant to them than Idleneſs, and they 
now do that upon choice, which they before 
did upon force. The diligent han# makes 
Rich, 

2. But yet this is not all, For the ſame di- 
vine Authour alſo faith, The Bleſſing of God 
maketh Rich,but why,now the Bletting of God, 
more uſually attends the day of ſmall than of 
great things, may be a further Enquiry; for 
poſlibly a farther reaſon may be found out than 
this, That God uſually annexeth his Bleſſing 
#0 the diligent hand ;yet always it is not thus, 
Ft was the ſaying of HteromeCat lealt ordinarily 
aſcribed to him, ) Omnis dives eſt vel iniquu 
pel iniqui heres. Every Rich man is either an 


unrighteous man, or the heir of ſome unrighte+ 
ous 
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ous man. It was ſomewhat too harſh to expreſs 
it by an Univerſal afhrmative; but if he had ſaid 
the Major part are ſo, he had doubtleſs ſpoken 
mach truth. Now where he that beginneth with 
| a large Stock is iniqui beres , though not him- 
ſelf unrighteous, yet the heir of an Eftate 
got by unrighteouſneſs, he is but male fidei 
 poſſeſſor, in the eyes of the juſt Judge, and it is 
no wonder if he neither keeps nor improvyeth 
what he hath. ' It was an old ſaying --De male 
queſitis vix gaudet tertizs heres and agrees with 
our Enelih ſaying, * Il-gotten goods will not 
thrive, 1 knew a worthy perſon in this Nation 
to whom God had given a plentiful family of 
Children, and no plentiful, though a compe- 
tent Eſtate, he would ordinarily Gtisfy himſelf 
diſcourfing with his dear and good Yoke-fel- 
low about the circumſtances of his Family, 
when he ſhould ceaſe to be 3 That though bis 
Eſtate was not great, yet it had no worm at the 
Root, Fob faith of the wicked man that is rich, 
Fob. 27. 17 .Thongh he beap up Silver as the duſt, 
and prepare Rayment as the clay, he may prepare 
it, but the juſt ſhall put it on, and the innocent ſhall 
divide the” Silver, he buildeth his houſe as the 
Moth, ant as a booth that the keeper maketh. 
Now he that beginneth with a great Stock 
that hath bin this got, it is no great wonder if 
it melts away in his hands, though they be di- 
ligent hands 3 he begins with an Eſtate upon 
which a curſe is entailed, 


3: Further 
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$2. Farther yet, What if God will ſet a 


E. perzod to,and write a Net Viera upan.an Eſtate? 


Nations, Perſons, and ſo Eftates too have their 
periods. He that hath ſaid to the Waves, hi- 
ther ſhall you go-and.no farther, hath alſo faid 
ſa-to Perſons, Families, Nations, Eſtates, 6c. 
It\istrue-as toEftates as well as Time,and Du- 


* xafion of life : Oxe generation ge and another | 


cometh, It is he who poxret contempt 1pou 
Princes, and canſeth them to wander in the wil- 
derneſs where there is no way,.and{etteth the poor 
on bigh from affliction, and maketh him families 
like @ flock, Plal. 1c7. 40, 41. Suppoſe the man 
that beginneth with a great Stock, be as dili- 
gent as he who begins with a lictle,and as well 
proportioneth his expences to, his heap(which 
3s. not often ſeen: ) Suppoſe alſo-no ruſt in his 
Silver.and that his Stock before he hath it,hath 
not.mals Stamina vite , a conſumption in its 
aunby but be well-gotten, and left unto him ; 
yet ifhis Eſtate be grown up to its meaſureand 
come . to. its . period , it is no wonder if 
it improveth not 5 It is arrived at. 40 mea» 
ſaxe. and come up to-its full growth, -. 
2.WWhbat is obvious in worldlyTrades, mnleeſibh 
be obſerved as to our Spiritual Trading teo. Thoſe 
that begin with the leaft ſtock there, ordinaris 
ly make the beſt improvements in Grace. Publi- 
cans #nd Harlots, enter into the Kingdom of God, 
before the Fes, Matth, 21, 13, - 'Oftentimes 


the Laft are firſt, and the firſt loſt, map coming 
from 


A. 
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from the Raft end We, and from the Noreh'and © 


Sonth,fit down in the Kingdom of God, Luk, 3-29, «* | 


31.and thoſe near it,Cin an humane Eye)/ come 
ſhort of it. We ſhall chats Sorts of. men, 
ſetting-upin the ways .of God: Some whoſe for- 
mer lite hath beeaprofanc.and ſenſual, who have 
beers bredap in agreatIgnorance ofGod,and'the 
things otGod ;upon ſome/of theſeGod'worketh, 
andmaketh a change in. their hearts: Otherswho 


- havebeen bred up in the knowledg of theSerip- 


rares, inſtructed by their- Mothers and Grand- 
mothers':in the nurture.and admonition af'the 
Lord.Theſe latter may:bereſembled to men'be- 
ginining with great Seockp. - Now it you obſerve 
it,,ordifiurily the former:make the greateſt» Im- 
proverments in the exerciſe of grace.'T know it is 
not Univerſally true as.neither are our Obſer- 
vations as to Trade without an exception, bat 
Generallyit is-ſo./Paul feemeth to bear excep- 
tion from'this- Rule; He began with a great 
Stock, bred in the knowledg of the Law, Zea- 
lous in the praGice of it;towching the Righteous- 
neſs mwhich-is of the law, blameleſs, Phil. 3. 6. 
and yet improved to a greatheighth, labozred 
more abundantly than all the: reſt of the Apofiles: 
But two-things-are obſervable in his caſcz 
1. Thoſe things which were gain to bim, thoſe 
beiconnted tofs )for Chriſt, Phil. 3. 7. He found 
himſdfrather diſadvantaged than advantaged 
by his legal Righteouſneſs-;I Suppoſe, becauſe 
they expoſed him to a Temptation of reſting 
in 


4 «> 
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in them.and truſting to them rather than in the 
Lord Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs. 
2, Secondly; Though he had a greatStock of 

 Knowlellg and Righteouſneſs*, yet he had 
much impaired it before his Converſion; for he 
elſewhere telleth us he was a Perſecutor, a Blaſ- 
phemer, {o as he was now to begin again like 
a Tradeſman that begins with a great Stock, 
and cannot thrive,but ſpends it and ſquanders 
it away, and then comes again to begin the 
World with nothing and then he thrives.zOur 
Saviour hath confirmed this Notion to us, 
in his Parable. L»k, 7. 41.0f the two Debtors; 
both which che Creditors forgave frankly, to 
the one five hundred pence, 0 the other fifty. Peter 
judged that he to whom moſt was forgiven would 
love moſt, and our Saviour told him, he had 
rightly judged, You ſhall ordinarily obſerve in 
the world thoſeChriſtians, whom the Lord hath 
taken out of a State of ſenſuality and profaneneſs 
” more warm for God, in all as of Devotion, 
andPzety,than thoſe whoſe Converſion is more 
inſenfible, and whoſe life hath been more like 
perſons Saxdtified from the Womb. 

' 3. Nordoth the-reaſon of this lye ſo deep, 
but theEye of HumaneReaſon may pierce 'very 
farinto itzfor Gratitude being the great prixcz= 
- ple of Obedience, in reaſon, the greater the Love 
is which the Soul hath experienced, and the 
greater the Senſe is which the Soul hath of that 


Love, the higher the obligation in þ warn -o 
ratitude 
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gratitude myſt riſe. Now though every forgiv- 
en;Soul hath much forgiven,yct it cannot be de- 
nicd but fome have more forgiven to them than 
ofhers. Sins are not equal either for kind, or 
number.Now(faith ourliiidurNberate have 
much-forgiven will love much. But belides,the 
Senſe of this forgiveneſs, is ordinarily upon that 
Soul tnoft to whom moſt hath been forgiven. 
The change upon the heart js more evident, & 
thework ofdivinePower8:Goodnefs in it more 
evident; & ordinarily ſuch perſons are made to 
cry out of the belly of Hell,betore the Lord hears 
themzthey feel more wounds in their Conſcien- 
ces, more terrors upon their Spirits, which infi- 
nitely heighten the rate of forgiving Mercy in 
ſuch a ſoul, &conſequentlymore ſtrongly oblige 
them to, all that duty which theyowe ood, | 
4. Certainly, where this Obſervation (fo far 
as it relates to the Weaver, or to any other 
Tradeſman) is juſtified, ic ought to lay a great 
Obligation upon them to the Service of God, + 
and all as of Obedience by which their grati- 
tude may be manifeſted. Their hearts ſhould 
be taken up with the admiration of the Divine 
Goodneſs; for they will find it eafterto ſee the 
thing that jtis ſo, than to underſtand how and 
why it is ſo. The freedom'of Divine Goodneſs, 
is not onely (cen in the efluxes,and influences 
of Divine Grace bringing Salvation, but alſo 
in the different proportions of the morſels of 
Bread, which God cauſeth jn this life to be =_ 
I ve 
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ved us. It is not every one that begins with a | 
little ſtock. that grows rich : though ten for | 
one of thoſe that do wax rich raiſe. jt from a | 
litele. Should not the Rich man, that is made | 
rich.look back and ſay with Facob, Gen..32.10. | 
Lord ! I am not worthy of the leaſt of all the mer- | 
cies, and allthy truth, which thou haſt ſewn wnto 
thy Servant;for with my Staff have T paſſed over | 
this Jordan, and now am I become two bands.| 
Should not they ſay,Lord/my Family was ſmall 
in England, and little eſteemed of? I came to 
' town a poor boy; I had not 10,20, 301. to be- 
gin with ; God, hath made my ten pounds my 
twenty, my thirty pounds ſo many hundreds 
perhaps: whiles in the time I have lived in the 
 City,l have ſeen many a Rich Tradeſman melt 
to nothing, run the Country, die in Goal; ma- 
ny others are as poor as. I was, they are poor 
ſtill, want Bread for their Families, I am full and 
rich and have need of nothing but a mor 
thankful heart, What hath made the differ 
ence but onely free Mercy? To whom polhbl 
God hath ſhewed Severity, to me Goodneſs, * 
Lord, what ſhall I render to thee ? What at 
Obligation ſhould this lay upon ſuch perſons, 
to be Rich in good works, to do good and to diftri- 
bute, to give portions to ſix and alſo to gore | 
thankfulneſs to God, who hath given ſuch 1 - 
portion to them. My heart akes to ſee perſo 
ſo ſcanty-handed as to Piety and Chariy t 
whom God hath been ſo liberal. Is it not 
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.too ordinary courſe of men whom God hath 
thus exalted, aſſoon as they get a little eſtate to 
think of nothing but purchaling coats of Arms 
4 for their Families, adorning their houſes with 

© | -ich houſhold-ſtuRproviding only great porti- 
tions for their Children, and looking out great 


er- , Pa 
11 matches without regard to the Religion 
= of the perſons to whom they marry them? 


1; Thisis the great. vanity of the Sons of men (1 
-ajj| remble to ſay,fuch of them as Lalfo hope Grace 
1] hath made the Sons of God) that when them- 


- ſelves have to an old age uſed nothing but a 
rake, to ſcrape together a great Eftate, their 


od; laſt ambition is to.purchaſe a Fork, for a L uxu- 
the rious Child or Children, to ſcatter abroad all 
they have got. Oh how doththis unthankful 
generation requite the liberality and bounty of 
2 good and gracious God toward them!how il! 
do they requite the God of all their mercies! 
:$-, Our wiſe God forclaw this Vanity 
in,the hearts of his people, and therefore cauti- 
3bl oned his people, Dent. 8. 11. Berare left thot 
, forget #he Lord thy God. v, I7. And ſay in 
wh -thy heart; My Power and the might of my hand 
- *| -beth gotten me this Wealth, But thou ſhalt Re- 
ON) member the Lord thy God, for it is be who giveth 
n ;thee power to get Riches, Thcre are thiee or 


Wy four Fountains from which the Riches of all 
my men flow, Inberitance, Marriage, Gift Trading, 


| «The Power of God is eminently ſeen in thera 
J | allzas to the two former they are confeli in two 
I 2 ordinary 
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ordinary Engliſh Sayings : 1. God maker beiry, 
2. Matches are made in Heaven, Nor do I think | 
the unſearchable Providence of God more ſeen | 
in any two things in the world. For that of | 
making heirs a thouſand inſtances might be gi- | 
ven. My ſelf knows a perſon of Honour and | 
great Eftate, betwixt whom and his Eſtate (if I 
remember right) were 18 or 19. did not God 
make this noble Perſon the heir? The influence 
ofGod upon Marriage is a moſt unaccountable 
thing ; the Heireſ7, or Woman with a great E- 
. ſtate, can give herſelf no account why ſhe loves 
and chuſeth ſuch a man, yet ſhe cannot but 
do itz ſhe muſt make him her Husband,chough 
it may be, all her Friends and Neighbours 
wonder what ſheſees in him. Not many grow 
rich by Gifts, but they who do ſo may eaſily 
fee the hand of God there too: an Eftate is gi- 
ven to one a Stranger, nothing akin, only be- 
cauſe he is of the Rich Teſtators name; to ano- 
ther, out of a peculiar kindneſs and fancy, of 
which the receiver can give none, or but a ve- 
ry ſlender account. For ati Eſtate gotby-Trd-| 
ding,the power of God enabling theTradelina| | 
to get Riches, is,if not more, yet every whitus| 
evident. Who is it that ſeads more Cuftom- | 
ers to one Shop than to another ® who gives 
onea better Judgment, a better correſpondent, 
a better fancy than another?Now certainly that 
God who giveth me power to get Wealth, 


hath a reafonable Right alſo to give me a = 
0 
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how to uſe it when I have gotten it 3 andit is 
becauſe we ſee him not in the Gift but ſay in 

our heart, Our power, our wit, andthe might of 
oxr band, hath gotten-us this great Wealth : Or, 

our beart eould never be lifted up, and we forget 

the Lord our God. 

Laſtly, This Obſervation (certainly ) ſhoxld 
deliver ts of any anxious Sollicitude for the poſteri- 
ty we (hall leave behind w, and reduce it to no 
more than a pious and moderate provident 
care for them. I have deſired to make it my 
rule, never to be further ſollicitous for my 
Children,than to give them a good Education in 
Learning Arts and Trades, (o as it they will but 
uſe their ailigent hand by the ſupervening 
Blefling of God upon them, they may have 
whereon to livein the World; I have had ma- 
ny arguments that have induced me to it: 1,1 
have ſaid to my ſelf; Who am I who thus labour 
and am ſo ſollicitous for my child? What did I be- 
gin the World with ? God hath given me e- 
nough and to ſpare. It is very probable that had 
I began with two or three thouſand pounds, 
I had been a worſer man than Iam. Why 
ſhould 1 diſtruſt God for my Child, who have 
had ſo much Experience of him tor my felt ? 

2. Secondly, I have obſerved*z That ſuch 
ſollicitude in parents is generally inconfiſtent with 
the performance of thoſe duties which @ man ow- 
eth to God, to himſelf and to his neighboxr. \Mcn 


cannot allow themſclves decent Food and 


I3 Rayment 
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Raymentzthey have no money to lay out upon | 
the moſt truly pious and charitable uſes, be- 
cauſe they muſt provide great Eſtates for their | 
Children. Oh horrible Vanity ! O miſera- | 
ble Unbeliet ! 3. Thirdly I have ſaid to my 
ſelf; For whom do Ithus ſcrape? For my child | 
who pollibly may never live to need it. The | 
German Story tells us of one Babo Abenſpergius 
(if l remember his name right) who brought 
into the preſence of the Emperour, threeſcore 
and ten Sons begotten from his own body,who 
. lived to fee them all in their graves. But if 
my children do live I do not know whether 
they will prove Wiſe-m:# or Fools, frugal men 
or Sots 3 if the former, let me provide what 
{ will.it will all be too little; if the lattes,let me 
leave them little, if they have Education, it 
will certainly bring forth enough, if not abun- 
dance. This very Mcditaticn checked the 
coilſome Jabour of the wiſeſt man under the 
Sun; Eceleſ 2. 18. Tea Thated all the Labour 
which I had taken under the $ un, be:auſe Thowld 
leave it, unto the man which ſkquld be after me,| 
and ((aith he) who knoweth whether be ſhall be 
a Wife-man or a Fol yet ſhall be have rale over all 
L ibour , wherein | have laboured, and | 
wherein T bave ſhewed my ſelf wiſe under the Sun; 
This is alſo vanity. 
4. Again I have argued thus with my TA 
þ yg the diligent hand, and the bl:ſing of God; 
a2dded to it,wbich ma\eth Rich. It my SChild < 
bred 


= 


' he be not provident and diligent it will come 
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bred up to an honeſt Occupation orCalling,and 
he hath Gods bleſſing, be ſhall be rich, though he 
begins but with a little; how many examples 
do I ſee of it! On the other fide, Let me 
leave my Child cheſts of Gold, or Silver; If the 
bleſfing of God be not with and upon him, it 
willall melt away like dew before the Sun: It 


to nothingzthe leaving of him a great Eſtate to 
begin the world with,is ordinarily a temptati- 
on to young men,toLuxury, which will hinder 
them of Gods bletling, or at leatt to Lazineſs 
as it maketh them look on themſelves not (o 
much concerned to labour. Theſe things have 
over-ruled me into a fleady refolution 3 ſo to 
live upon what the Lord hath given me,as not 
to deny my felf, my Wife,Children, or Family, 
what is neceſſary or decent for me or them ; 
and in my expences to abate nothing as toFood 
and Rayment, but Luxury. 2. Not to with- 
hold my hand to the full proportion of my E- 
ſtate, either as to any uſe which my Conſcience 
ſhall tell me is either pious or charitable. For 
my Children, to negte& nothing to their Edu- 
cation which may make them neceſſary to, or 
Ornaments in the World 3 above all to breed 
them up in the higheſt degree I can: of the 
Knowledg', and admonition of the Lord; and 
without any further care to leave to my Chil. 
dren, what ſhall remain akter al} theſe reaſonable 
and rcligious DeduQions, I had rather my 

Is * - Children 
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Children, ſhould not live, than live to the diſ- 
honour of God, and of 'no further uſe to the 
World than to eat wp the fruits of the Earth, 
To this Iam encouraged by this Obſervation, 
That uſually thoſe who begin with lealt (eſpe- 
cially upon a previous, religious and = 
Education )) thrive beſt in the World, and 
diſhonour God leaſt in their converſations. 


The Poem. 


Falſe beart ! why ſaiſt my Children cannot live, 
Unleſs Igjve 
Them thouſands when I die * Are there not more 
Who are made poor, 
From preat than ſmaller Stocks ? Plenty, oft doth 
But prove a moth. 
Heaps left by Cov*tous worldling God turns ore, 
To pay their Score, 
The young man's Soul, while's body too bigh fed, 
Choaks in a Bed 
Of lazy Down, its native powers, and worth 
Sleep z not put forth, 
Fury gives army ; Neceſſity gives wit, 
Nor can. he fit, | 
JF'bo hath no bread to eat. Nor can he play; 
For whom the day 
Too little is to get what he muſt bave, 
Or elſe 8 grave. | 
Js what T have, then let my beart rejoice; 
Les not the Voice 
of 
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Of ſcraping Churles ont from my lips proceed : 
There is no need 
Iſhould dewy my ſelf, or needful Food, 
Or decent good; 
That I ſhould churliſhly drive from my dore 
| The truly poor; 
Or when Gods cauſe requires, that I ſhould ſay 
I cannot pay; 
Iſhall too little then to Children leave; 
God may bereave 
Me of them all, they may prove ſuch as will 
My gettings ſpill, | 
And me reproach. 1 would not leave 8 groat 
For tb Drunkards throat. 


» Tf they prove good will not my God provide ? 


Who © re eſpied 

A Righteous Father's righteous Son in want ? 
Sin may bim Scant, 

(His own, or Fathers Sin; ) But if that be 

| Unrighteous be, 

He cannot live on what I leave. Gods Curſe 
Melts a great parſe. 

He may have debts of mine to pay, God ſhall 
Diſcharge them all 

Out of my Inventory, I am gone, 
But my poor Son 

Muſt whatſoe*re Pe gotten ill reſtore 
Unto the poor, 

And other Creditors, Ob ! let me be 


My own Truſtee, 


S 
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My own Executor, before I die : 
Let every Cry 
Againſt me ſatisfied be , Let none 
Challenge my Son; 
Let me Gods bleſſing leave bim, thats enongh ; 
If be bath more, but one poor piece of Stuff. | 


Chap. 3- 


In the Weaving Trade as well as others, 
Sloth ruines, as well as Rioting and 
Luxury. 


Obſervation 3. 


1.] Obſerve (and this is not-peculiar to the 
Weayers Trade, but common to it with 

any other ) that there are two great cauſes of 
mens ruine: Laxnry is one, but Slothfulneſ> 
is the other; and it may admit a diſpute which 
of theſe ruineth the moſt. Solomon ſaith, The 


Slothful man ſhall be under Tribute, when the. 


diligent man beareth rule, Prov. 12.24. and 
again; He that u'Slothful in his work, 4 Bro. 
#ber to bim that is a great waſter ; their rglation 
is from the common tendency,and exit of them 
both. I have obſerved ſome Tradeſmen never 
in their ſhops; they are either on horſeback 3 

hunting 


2 ks tee. pes, 1 ey waz = © © wm, = A tay oo we 


as TW. © o& oa wow mw DO 2A ©UÞ tw) 


The Art of Weaving Spiritualized. 123 


hunting or courſing, or in Inxs, or Taverns, 
tippling, drinking, or Gaming.Over a few years 
] hear of them in the Goal, I ſce over their 
doors, This Shop # to be let; their places know 
theſe fools no more, I have obſerved others, 
chargeable with none of theſe Enormities; but 
ſcldom or never in their Shops, carcleſs oftheir 
buſineſs, ſleeping till noon, ſpending much of 
their time in idle diſcourſes, or pratingz ſoon 
after I have heard they alſo changed their habi- 
tation for a Goal. Men wonder,ſome ſay ſuch 
a one was never a bad husband, he ſcarce ever 
ſpent a penny at an Alchouſe, Inconfiderate 
'men that do not attend to that of Solomonz 
That be who is Slothſul in bis work, though he 
be not, yet he # brother to, great Waſter. There 
isa waſte of Time as well as Silver, and the 
Drunkard loſeth much more by the loſs of the 
Time he ſpends at the Alchouſe than of the 
Money which he there ſpends. The Sluggard 
that puts his hand in his bofome never pulls it 
out full of Silver. The World is a thing which 
will be attended, a miltrefs that can never be 
had without a due courting. Beſides, the idle 
perſon always hath the curſe of God at his 
heels: God hath ſaid, write this man a beggar, 
when he ſaid, Is the Sweat of thy face thou ſhalt 
eat thy Bread; and the Apoſtle 'when he com- 
manded , That thoſe that would not © labour 
| ſhould not eat, hath ſhut him out of good Chii- 
{iians Charity,and forbade him the _ mans 

asket. 
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| babket. The idle perſon is the only one for 
whom the bountiful God hath made no pro- 

viſion. God hath provided a basket into which 

every good man will put ſomething, for him 

that cannot live by his hands. But for the idle 

perſonGod hath provided nothing, but a bride- 

well here, and an hell hereafter. 

2, And is it not thus in the SpiritualTrade ? 
There are ſome that cannot go to Hell without 
a Drum and Trumpet before them; in proclaim- 
ing their Sin as Sodom, they proclaim their dam- 
nation alſo,and ſo as he that can but read a line 
in Scripture, may run and read it. God in 
damning them ſhall but anſwer their frequent 
prayers or imprecation in that pagan dialeQ. 
The miſchief of it is, that theſe men will not 
ſuffer others to go to heaven if they can help; 
meer dogs in the Churches manger,they abhor 
the name and thing of Religionz yet will pre- 
{cribe to others, and be the Informers againſt 
them for worſhipping that God whom their 
ſouls impudently Jely and contemn. Theſe 
now,like prophane Eſau, for a meſs of pottage de- 
Jpiſe their birthright. Forlorn and deſperate 
Souls, how juſt ſhall their damnation be ! But 
oh ! that Hell might open its mouth for none 
but theſe prodigies of abominations, There 
are others fieal themſelves into a bottomleſs 
pit, they do not ſo openly deſpiſe : but they 
negleft the great Salvation of the Goſpel. The 
men are not Drunkards,noDammees,no profane 

Sweaters 
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Swearers and Curſers,no Adulterers zbut. thexe - . 
is one No mort belongs to them, they are #0 
Saints, a formal lazy fort of profeſſors , that 
havea mind to go to Hell and no man ſhall dif- 
cern it, The voice of Swearing, Curſing,Blaſ- 
pheming, is not heard in their houfes; but nej- 
ther is the voice of Prayer heard, they do not 
drink but they will ſleep themſelves intoDam- 
nation. For the buſineſs of Repentaxce, Faith, 
New-obedience, Mortifications of Lnſfts , Self- 
denial, taking up the Croſs, following of Chriſt, 
they underfiand none of theſe things : gor 
mind them at all. It may be they go to Chuxch, 
but *tis all one as if they ſtaid at home. The 
Sermon hath no more taſte in their Souls than 
the white of an Egg. The firſt are a cholerick 
kind of Sinners, theſe a phlegmatick ſort : The 
End of both will be the ſame; neither do- the 
work which Gol hath given thera to dognor i= 
niſh the courſe which God hath given them to 
run. They are both going the ſame Road to a 
bottormleſs pit; only the hift gallop, theſe only. 
jog, on: The firſt may come to theirjourney's 
end alittle ſooner but at night they will bot 
meet, # 
3. Oh,Let the honeft Weavez conſider this? 
That as his work in bis Loom will no more be 
done by fitting Rill, and ſleeping in his Loom, 
than by breaking his Thypeds and throwirig 
his Shuttle out of the window ; $o the great 
buſineſs of bis Salvation may as much miſcarry, 


by 
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by a neglect, as by doing what is dire&ly op- [ 


fite to it 3 when he ſees a man undone in his 
rade through [mere negle of it, going loiter- 
ing vp and down and doing nothing. Sexets 
CitI remember right ) though he were an 
"Heathen complained of time loſt four ways : 
Either by doing nothing or doing ill ( which is 


worle than nothing, ) or by doing aliud ſome- | 


thing that is not our buſineſs, or by doing 
that which i good in an ill Manner, A Me- 
-ditation worthy of a Chriſtianz he loitereth 
in his Spiritual Employ , not only who doth 
'what is ill, or who doth juſt nothing, but he 
alſo who doth too much of other things, or 
good things in a ſlight , careleſs, perfunQo- 
ry manner. Methinks when the Weaver ſeeth 
his Neighbour ruined by Lazineſs, or per- 
funQory ſlovenly doing of his Work, he might 
-reafonably refle& upon his ' Soul and fay; 
"My Soul take heed thou alſo doeſt not thus pe- 
riſh, 


The Poetn. 


Two things the ruin of the Tradeſman be, 
'S Sloth, Luxury: 
One throws away whatever he doth gain, 
| And ſhould maintain 

Hs family, their belly and their back 
Smarts for bis Sack. 
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He whores, he plays away bis needful food, 

And drinks their blood : 

Aﬀeer a while, he counts; All be hath won 
Ir, Hee's undone. 

The other idle at his Shop-d10r ſtands 
Folding bis Hands; 

*Tys death to bim to work. Hee*l alſo come 
To the ſame doom. 

Both die in Failes, thongh theſe do after go, 
Others more $ low. 

Tic but the ſame caſe, in the Spiritual Trade: 
Some men-are made 

Heirs of Hell, by an exceſs of Riot, 
Otbers by '© niet... Es 

Ts adive Negligence; ome ds procleine 
Their open Shame, 

And tell men whither they are bound, They tell 
All, they'r for Hell. 

Others (4s they think) with ſome. litale wit 
Steal to the pit. 

Some wretches cry God damn me;Some AY bave 
God them to Save, 

But will not ak it, wages they expect 
But do negleft ; 

The work, , to which Heaven nemſt be the pay 
At th* Tudgment-day. 

My Soul ! Shun both wy ns. thon ſaileſt well, 
And avoid*ft Hell 

If thou comeſt to Hell at Lift whatecre. 
Way thou comeſt there, 


Il 
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Will no refreſhing be, to thee to think; 
Whether by Drink, 

By Cheating, Swearing, Marder,or by leſs 
Unriphteouſneſs; 

Or by negle& of what thox ſhouldſt have done, 
Thou beeſt undone. 

Hell will be Hell bath unto the profane 
And careleſs man. 


— —__—— = 


Chap. 4+ 


Some work away their living, Some truſt 
it away. | 


Obſervation 4. 


I. ile modis morimur.It is an old Ob- 
ſervation,that thoughwe all come 
one way into theWorld and that 

through difficulties, yet we die many ways» 
There are more than one way indeed by which 
meg come by their Trading Stocks, yet not ſo 
many as there are by which men may loſe it, 
and prove Beggars. We have already co 

dered the two main, Luxwry and Lazineſs, but 
theſe are not all. I obſerve that ſome work 4- 
way what they have. \ *Tis pity, that the indu- 
ftrious hand ſhould make poor z but fo it is " 
the 
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the World very often : Either they toll in 
Stuffs out of faſhion, and not vendible, or they 
do their work flovenly, or they truſt to a mar- 
ket for their works, and fail 3 or ſome other 
thing happens that the men are undone by 
working ſlovenly, or indiſcreetly : When-as 
there wereno ſuch way to live, as working, 
did they work the works which are accepta, 
ble in that time, or work handſomly, and pru- 
dently. We by experiggce ſee many men may 
be undone, as well by working, as by rioting 
and playing, | 
| 2. I obſerve agam that many are undone 
by Truſting; Either becauſe the perſons they 
truſt are not reſponſal,or becauſe they give lon- 
ger time than their *fock will bear, or the 
perfons they truſt are unfaithful to their 
words. 

3. Methinks I ſee erdavyor 74 ſomething 
analogousto this in our ſpiritualconcerns:Some 
loſe Heaven by a vain and groundleſs truſting, 
fome by an unwary and, ill-circumſtanced 
working. Go through a whole City of profe(- 
ſors, and ask them how they hope hereafter to 
| be ſaved; they will tell you, they hope, they 
reſt, they truſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſtz when- 
as to many whoſay ſo Chriſt will be no better 
than a broken Staff, and a bruiſed reed, which 
ifa man leahs upon it will only run into, and 
wound his hand. Not that our bleſſed Lord 
may not be truſted, for he is able to ſave to the 
K utmoſt 
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utmoſt theſe who by faith come unts him; not tha | 
he is not faichful, For he is Faithful who bath | 
promiſed (ſaith the Apoſile,) but becauſe they | 


had no ground to truſt in him living,and being 


reſolved to live and doas they do.No man can ' 


lay a natural claim to Heaven,no man can chal- 
lenge the Salvation of his Soul as a debt to 
him : we are told that Eternal life is the gift of 
God, and being fo, none hath any pretence of 
ground totruſt in Ggd and Chriſt for it, but 
upon ſome promiſe.For upon thishypotbeſis that 
All men fhall not be ſaved, who can pretend to 
any lively Hope, to any juſtly-founded conh- 
dercc, unleſs he hath our Lords word to fhew, 
wherein he hath promiſed,that though Topheth 


be prepared of old for ſome,yet it is not for him, he | 


is one for whom the Kingdom i prepared > Now 
none can pretend a right to a limited and con- 
ditional Promife, until he findeth fulfilled in 
. him, or that he hath fulhlled the Conditions to 
the performance of which the good thing pro» 


miſed is annexed, Were it not ridiculous, fup- | 


poting one of us had promiſed a great Reward 
to any that would do fuch a piece of work , for 
to talk of truſting in us for theReward without 
any doing of the Work, eſpecially doing the 


quite contraryzeventhoſe things to the doing of | 


which we have threatned the greateſt ſeverities 
we ean uſe? God hath indeed made many great 
and pretious Promiſes of Eternal Life and 

| Salvation, 


\ 


þ 
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Salvation, to thoſe who believe in Feſis Chriſt, 
who work Righteouſneſs, who do the things 


- which pleaſe him, &c. he hath as plainly faidz 
* The fearful, the Unbeletving, the Abominable, 
' the Murtherers, Whoremongers, Sorcerers, Idola- 


ters and all Lyars. ſhall have their part in the lake 
which burns with Fire and Brimſtone, Rev.21.$. 
He hath bidden us #ot be deceived, 1 Cor. 6, 9. 
neither F ornicators nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, 
nor Effeminate perſons, nor abuſers of themſelves 
with mankind norThieves nor covetow perſons,nor 
Revilers, nor. Extortioners, ſhall inherit the King-- 
dome of God, If notwithſtanding any ſuch 
perſon will pretend to trſt in Chriſt for Salva- 


' vation, he abuſeth his own Soul, and by his 


preſumptuous truſting runs himſelf uponDam- 
nation. A preſumptuous confidence deſtroys 
its ten thouſands. 

4. And are there not others who work them- 
ſelves into bell > what ſhall we fay to 1ſreel of 
whom the Apoſtle teſtifieth, That though they 
followed after the law of Righteonſneſi.yet they at- 
tained not to the law of Righteonſneſs:wherefore ? 
becauſe they ſought it not by faith, but as it were 
by the works of the law. There was indeed a 
way to Heaven revealed by meer working, but 


'now ( faith the Apoſtle) the Righteonſweſs of 


God is revealed from Faith to Faith. Many will 
not underſtand this, and look ſtill for nothing 
but a legal Righteonſneſs, Have you not ſome- 
times feen it thus with a poor Bee, it comes 
K 2 home 
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home where theHive was,the Hive is removed 
to another place, the Bee knows it not nor will 
ſtir to look for it, but there lies grovelling up- 
on the old place till it dies. Do not you ſee it 
in the Weavers trade? there were ſome kinds 
of Sttiffs heretofore (polſibly in the time wheri 
this or that man ſerved his Apprentiſhip, that 
were-if faſhion, and there was a great Market 
for them, and. many grew rich by them; but 
they have bin out a long time, the dull Tradeſ- 
man conſiders it not, but goes on ſtill making 
'thein, and is very buly.but when he hath dcne, 

there is no Market for them. God of old ſaid 
to Adam, Do this and Jive : Salvation was exhi- 
ted upon the erm of working only ; God hath 
altered the caſe. Now the Promiſe is to him that 
believeth as well as worketh, and without faith 
(faith the Apoſtle) zt is impoſſible to pleaſe God : 
many heedle(s ſouls conſider not thisz they 
work and work themſelves into Hell. God 
will hereafter ſay unto them, Who hathyequired 
tht: at your bands? though” It may be) God did 
require and doth require ſtil] the doing of the 
things which they do (for fo he did require 
thoſe duties conlidered materially, of which 
yet he ſaith, who hath required them?) but he 
hath required them to be done ix Faith, out of 
a principle of EvangelicalLove,in a ſincerity of 
Obedience, having a ſingle reſpe@ and eye to 
his Glory; not being done urder theſe circum- 
ſtances,they are thingshe hath not required, and 
NO 


h 


fering up of Swines blog (as God himſelf peak 
eth of the Jewiſh ſervices irregularly pertorm- 
ed.) There's no Market inHeayen now for meer 
Works more than for an idle inoperativeFaith. 
The Papiſt, the Formalit, all raine themſelves 
by working: who-ever.Joaks for a Salvation. by 
a meer legal Righteovſneſs, or by a Superficial 
outſide performance, will frad himſelt a beggar 
at laſt , when Chritt ſhall ſay to thoſe that, ſhall: 
plead 3 They have prayed in his name, and 
have prophefied in his aarne, and in his name 
calt out Devils; Depart from me, I know. you 
not, you Workers of Iniquity. 

5. What then, ſha]l a man be ſaved without 
works ? by no means, .nox by meer works, we 


; [are ſaved by Faith, ( (aith- the Apoſile }) and 


Faith (faith the ſame Apolile) worketh by. Love; 


, [Works dipt in the blood. of Chriſt mult bring, 


a Soul to Heaven; when we have talked what 
we can, he that-bclieveth will 48d: muſt work; 
but every one that worketh doth not beheve; 
and, He that believeth. not 54 damned already 
(faith our Saviour): Happy' is he that;can coms 


; [pound both theſe as well in PraCtice as inJudg- 


ment, but he is miſerable who divideswhatGod 
hath put together. I always thought it a-good 
rule for all Chriſtians, to believe as much as if 
Works had no influence upog his Salvation, 
and to work as much as if Heaven were to be 
earned by meer Working. God forbid, that 
R 3 we 
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no better than cxtting off a Dogs neck and the of” 
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we ſhould fay Works are' needlefs, becauſe we 


ſay Faith in Chriſt is needful. 
The Poem. 


May men by working be undone ? 

How many Hazards do they ru, 
Who trade for bread 

IWhat needs Sollicimede ? Then thas, 

Lets traſt bim more who ſaith to us, 
We ſhall be fed. 

Brut truſting may unde us too ;, 


Say then, what ſhall poor Tradeſmen ds? 


Truſt warily, 
And work bard t00; for work and truſt, 
Together make the Tradeſman muſt, 
- . Whenothers fly, . © 
Say not that in the Spiritual trade, 
Any by truſt are happy made, 
By truſt alone. 
Truſt, without ground to truſt upon , 
Ir but a bold preſwmption, 
| Men by*t undone. 
But thoſe who can believe, and do, 
What: ever God them calleth to, 
Shall happy be : 
And when the Solifidians fail , 
And Papiſts too, be ſhall Entail 
Felicity 
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Unto bis Soul, which neither Faith, 
Nor works alone, ( ſo Scripture ſaith ) 
Can ſavefront Hell, 
Faith juſtifies al#ne : . but yet 
Ir not alone. Works follow it, 
| Faith heats the bell, 
Becanfe it layeth hold on bin, 
- Who juſtiftes the Sonl frone Sin: 
Whoſe only name 
Is that , by wbich we ſaved be; 
Without whom to felicity 
None ever came, 
Happy is he who dotb componud 
IPbat in the holy writ is found, 
By God combin'*d: 
But wo to him who dares to part 
(To gratify ſophiſtick, art,) 
What he hath join'd. 
O Let my Soul believe as much, 
As if my Faith alone were ſuch, 
As could it ſave; 
But let it | work as much al ſo, 
As if't ſhould for what it can do, 
It's Heaven bave. 
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CHAP. ' 


Uſually thoſe who have their Eyes abroad 
moſt about them 5 and when alone, are 
oft happy in their Judgments and In- 


ventions and thrive moſt. 


Obſervations 5. 


1. I obſerve a twofold Spirit amongſt 
Tradeſmen, and as amongft others ſo particu- 
larly amongſtFeavers. Some are men of a poor 
private obſcure Spirit: Their Eyes look right 
before them 3 thats all :' they have been bred 
to this or that Trade, to be uſed in this or that 
method, and they Jog on, and on, as we ſay, 
buy, make, ſell, the ſame Commodities their 
Maſters did,neither will turn to the right hand 
nor to the left. Such now as theſe I have ſeen 
' in the world with much adoe quitting their 
teeth, and their Taylor, by all their labour. O- 
thers I have obſerved of brisker Spirits, their 
Eyes are behind them and before them, and 
round about them; they look upon their Ap- 
prentiſhip not as a ſeven years ſervice to their 
particular Maſter, ls the World, advantag- 
ing them to a general knowledg. This Spi- 
rit in a Weaver, makes him underſtand that he 
was 
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was not bound ſeven years to learn to.make 
either, Raſbes or Tametts, or Cheymies, or any, 
other particular kind of Stuff; But the miſtery 
of Weaving, to know how to make any Stuff. 
This man conſfidereth the world rightly, the 


whole ſcheme of it paſſing away, the ſurface 


of it now wearing off, new eyes, new fancics 
daily riſing in it to be pleaſed, and according- 
ly accommodates himſelf to it,and hath his eyes 
about him and his Reaſon within him, his eyes 
obſerving what Stuffs are moſt worn,moſt ac- 
ceptable to the eye of the preſent Generation, 
and to them he ſets himſelf : This man uſu- 
ally thrives better than his Neighbour. 

2. I obſerve again, that in trades, and more 
eſpecially in the Weavers Trade, thoſe who 
have the beft inventions, and can beſt compare 
things with things, and who have the beſt 
Fudgments, thrive beſt : Indeed Fndgment is 
that which makes a man excel, let his way and 
courſe of life be what it will. It is that which 
makes the Scholar, that which makes the 
Tradeſman, and the Merchant 3 indeed every 
one, let his courſe and way of life be of what 
kind it will. The Weaver muſi judge of the beft 
Yarns, the beſt Workmen, the molt acceptable 
Colours, or compoſitions of Yarns, and mix- 
tures of Colours,the beſt Markets.and of many 
other things. Invention alſo hath a great in- 
fluence, though not in all, yet in many ways 
and courſes of Livelihoods, It hath a great 
influence 
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influence upon the Excellency of a Scholar, 
and ſo of a Weaver, For there is much to be 


© found out in Weavings indeed in moſt Trades 


and ways of Livelihood, more than is already 
diſcovered. Every day teacheth another, and 
brings forth new notions in Philoſophy, in 
Phyſick, in Mathematicks, and fo likewiſe in 
methods of trading, and dealing in the world: 
he that will only run a round, and go in a 
track, will. nd that he doth but tire himſelf to 
little purpoſe, hunting the.World which in the 
mean time flieth from him. 

3. I obſerve thirdly, that God rarely giveth 
to any one, all thoſe gifts which make one to 
excel in any courſe of life. One man hath an 
excellent fancy axd inventios, but poilibly no 
Judgment : another hath an excellent Judg- 
ment upon anothers fancy and invention, but a 
dull and heavy Invention of his own; a third 
hath neither, but a #imble hand at his work; a 
fourth hath a neat hand, and doth what he 
doth curiouſlyand exactly,he hath no dexterity, 
but is wonderfully ſlow at it. Some one man 
of many hath all united, he hath a good farxcy 
and Fudgment, he is both #eat and quick, &c. 

4. I cannot but obſerve that in the Spiritual 
Trade, there is ſomething which beareth /a 
proportion unto this. I know, Truth is of 
great antiquity, and the Oldeſt Propofition is 
the beſt, the old way is the good way. Bat the 
Corruption of ages hath been like a Snow up- 

on 
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on a path; it requires ſome ſearch, reaſon and 
judgment and pains too, to find out where 
that ſame old way lay. New Lights are derided, 
and New Truth counted but a contradiction in 
adjeftio, For really no Truth is new, but coe- 
vous to that God who hath tiled himſelf, the 
2ruth. There have been two and but two re- 
markable Þynevations in Religion warrantable: 
Warrantable, becauſe made by God himſfelt. 
The one upon the giving of theLaw at Mount 
$inai:The other upon the publiſhing the Goſ- 
pel; for though there was a worſhip of God, 
and that by Sacrifices, before Aaron's time 
(when the world was 2000 years old and up- 
ward) yet he undertakes a great task that will 
undertake to prove the whole order of the Ju- 
dicial Worſhip in practice before that time. 
Chrift altered nothing at his coming in the 
Moral Law, but it is moſt certain that he a- 
brogated the law contained in Ordinances, the 
whole ritze} Law;and inſtituted aGofpe-wor- 
ſhip, which ſhall never more be altered. It is 
certain alſo, that the Canon of Scripture was 
not ſealed ill after Chriſts Aſcenſion into Hea- 
ven; though we ſay he added no new moral 
Preceptr. Thus far all the Chriſtian world is 
agreed,that the whole Syſteme of divineTruth 
is revealed in the Scriptures of the'Old orNew 
Teſtament, and the whole method of Worſhip 
muſt be found there; chough of it ſomething is 
to be learned from Precept, ſomething from 
Example, 
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Examplcz fome things are plainly ſet down, o- 
thers muſt be gathered by conſequences in the 
uſe of our _ Hence the variety of mens 
Judgments, and different apprehenlions in the 
things of God. Now there are ſome Chriſtians, 
who cither have not or will not uſe their pow- 
ers in ſearching out truth, comparing Spiritual 
things with Spiritzal, but take it to be enough 
for them. To believe-as the Church believeth, 
and todo what the Church bid them do z ha- 
ving no rcgard to the Apoſtle commanding 
them, 1. To prove all things, and hold faſt that 
- Whi:bis good, and again, to try the Spirits; whe- 
ther they be of God or ns, &c. I obſerve theſe 
Chriſtians little improving in Knowleag, Faith, 
or Hilineſs, The woman cf Samaria, Fob. 4. 
was of this ſize in Religion. Ownr fathers wor- 
| ſhipped in this mountain (faith ſhe) Sic a patri- 
bus accepimus-({aid he in the Council) and met 
with a-ſmart anſ{wer----Immo Errantes ab Er- 
rantibus, Erting, Children from erring Parents, 
But now there are others who underſtand 
their Souls were given them for other purpo= 
ſes: It Paul preached they will with thoſe 


well-born Bereans, ſearch the Scriptures, to ſee if 


it be truth which be ſaith; they are inquiſitive at- 
ter Truth,and will examine all their principles 
and practices by the touch-ttone of holyWrit, 


bringing them to the Law and the Teſtimony; 


Theſe are the thriving Chrſtians, and theſe a- 
lone haye the promiſe, If thou crieſt after kuow- 
| leds, 
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leg, and lifteſt up thy voice for underſtanding, 
if thou ſeekeſt ber as Silver,nand ſearcheth for ber 
as for hidden treaſure : Then ſhalt thow wun- 
derftand the fear of the Lord, and find the Know- 
ledg of thy God, Pro. 2.3, 4, 5- The promiſe 
of improvement in the Knowledg and Fear of 
the Lord, is not made to dull Souls, that be- 
lieve all that is told them, and impoſed by con- 
fident perſons upon them, but to him that Ex- 
amines, Seeks, Proves, &c. He is next doot to 
an Infidel that only belieyes Divine Propofiti- 
ons, in the belief, denial, ox misbeliet of which 
his Salvation depends, meerly becauſe his Fa- 
ther believed ſo, or ſo praQtiſedz or becauſe any 
number of men (call them by what name you 
pleaſe ſo long as you allow them fallible men) 
ſo impoſe upon him. Let men mock ſo long 
as they pleaſe, though there be no New trath, 
yet there are new Revelations and diſcoveries of 
Truth made to various perſons invarious ages; 
and there is New light breaks in, which is buta 
beam from that God who is light, only before 
that time eclipſed by the Interpolitions of Ig- 
norance and Superſtition,and the other variety 
of mens luſts and paſſons; and the thriving 
Chriſtian will ſpend his time in winnowing the 

Chaff from the Wheat. 

5. We have reaſon to adore the wiſdom of 
God in the partial diſtribution of his Gifts, 
The Apoſtle admireth it as to the Spiritual 
Gifts, 1 Cor. 12.8. Toone#s given bythe Spirit 

the 
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tbe word of wiſdom; to another the word of Know 
ledg, by the ſame Spixit\ to another faith by the 


-. ſame Spirit; to another, the gifts of healing by the 


ſame Spirit : To another the working of miraclex, 
#0 another Propheſy, to another diſcerning of Spi- 
rits, to another divers kinds of Tongues,to another, 
the interpetation of Tongues. TheApolile.goes on, 
ſhewing that this various diſtribution of Spiri- 
tual Gifts, was it which did or might convince 
them,of their uſefulneſs one to another; That as 
in the natural Body thoſe members which are 
more feeble, may appear neceſſary, the ſame 
Divine Wiſdom we may ſee inGods ditiributi- 
on of theſe Gifts which are of a lower order: 
OneWeaver hath an excellent Fancy to invent, 
another hath a more excellent Judgment; one 
works more neatly, another more nimbly: if 
every Weaver were good at all the parts of his 
work, they would not underſtand their uſeful- 
neſs one to another, nor the need they have one 
of another; but in the variety of diſpenſation 
of theſe Gifts each man is commended, and his 
uſefulneſs diſcovered to his neighbour, ſo as 
the head cannot ſay to the foot, nor the foot to 
thehand.I have no need of thee, If men would 
but conlider this, we ſhonld not have ſo wany 
brutes as we have, who controul the Wiſdom 
of God in biting and devouring, in ſecking 
advantages to rifle, and plunder one another, 
as if this were the way to promove the proſpe- 
rity of a place, which indeed is the dire&t way 
0 
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to turn it into a nettle-buſh. God ſo ordereth 
his Gifts, as that one man bath his ſubordina- 
cy to another : And indeed this is ſeen by men 
uſed in Trades generally. The troublers of 
Gods heritage are generally ſuch as live in Alc- 
houſes,or whoſe implcyment is much the ſame 
as of Caterpillars, to catup every green herb 
while they are too lazy to plant any 3 a Gene- 
ration from whom as God hath no honour, ſo 
their Country hath no further profit than 
what ariſeth from an impoſt upon the Salt, and 
Spirit of Urine, or the Bcer or Wine frcm 
whence it proceeds. 


The Poem. 
Old Truth, like Wine is always bet. 


A notion can't be true, 
At alſo new, 
*Tis gray-hair'd time which muſt Jy 
What-ere is Sacred truth, 
Error bath youth: 
Tet "tis not th* old, but th* oldeſt age 
Alone, can juſtify 
Th* Antiquity 
Of Notions. From the firſt each page 
Hath foully blurred bin 
By Luſt, and Sin. 
When Chrift and his Apoſtles were 
In our Meridian, 
Truth Sbin'd atone, 
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But fince that they did leave our Sphere, 
A darkneſs fell upon 
Each Nation, 

Though by degrees yetthen began 
To riſe, the foggy miſt 
Of Antichriſt, | 
"Twas in the Apoſtles time, The man 
Whom they call dTh* man of ſin, 
Did's work begin. 
His work was to deform Truth's face, 
The good old pthe's to cover 
Nane might paſs over; 
To blind the pbays of Truth and Grace 
That none might ſee or know 
Where Chriſt did go. 
Hence later ages lab ured have, 
Reſiſting unto Blood 
Thoſe that withſtood: 
To dig the truth out of its grave, 
Defirous but to ſee 
| Old Veritie, 
Hence Truth which in it ſelf*s not new 5 
Tet unto us appears 
Not full of years. 
The Notions ſo appearing grew 
I's the Old paradiſe, 
Where grew no lies. 
Only the Winter ſuffered not 
There bliſſoms. nor did ſuite 


Their Bearing fruit. 
- Their 


0; 
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Their laſting root, yet did not; . 
But watched a better bour 
To Bud and Flower. 
 Whoſo deſpiſeth Truth, becauſe 
It new to bim doth ſhow, 
Shall never grow, 
Nor underſtand the $ acred Laws, 
Which each new day expound r 
On better grounds. 
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CHAP. 6. 


Of the Various Canſes of the Decay of 
Trade. 


Obſervations 6. 


HE Cauſes of the decay or abatement of 
Trade, isa noble Enquiry, and eſpecially 

for us who live upon a Spot of Earth that is 
incompaſſed with the Sea. What-ever they may 
do that live on a Continent, it is certain, that 


thoſe who live in Mlands (ifthey have not a' ' 


Sufficiency  'within- themſelves ) cannot live 
without Trade: nor can any people Withour-it 
live happtly: : The. people are very thin in a- 
ny place,it they be not too many to be employ- 
ed. in meer tiling the: ground, and making 


neceſſaries 
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neceſſaries for one another who are natives of 
the plaze; ſo as either a great number muſi be 
idle ( which is the bane of any place )) or they 
muſt be employed ia providing for other pla- 
ces, which have nut what we have. This 
maketh Trade neceſſary; to ſay nothing of the 
Genius of moſt,not contenting themſelves with 
bare food and rayment, 'A late Author in his 
Compaſſionate Enquiry, tells us and very tru- 
ly: | 
i” That Trade opens a paſſage to the diſco- 


* very of other countreys and of the 


"pag. 47. © works ofGod and man, of Nature 
*and Art: 


© centive, and Inſtrument of humane Society;it 
* makes all mankind of one body, and by 


© mutual entercourſe to ſerve the occaſions, | 


* (apply the needs, and miniſter to the delight 
© 4nd entertainment one of another.It enlargeth 
© the minds of men, as well as their fortunes 
© infomuch that any Nation is unpolite, un- 


© bred, and half barbarous without it, It inures | 
* men to hardſhip and danger; it inſtructs them |. 
*<in Subtilty, and all the Arts of ſelf-ſecurity. | 


< Ft alſo adds much to the beauty, power, and 
* ſtrengths of a Nation; and to the Riches, and 
* Revenue of a Prince.------ A Noble Elogium 


»--After all which, Statiſts may ſee reaſon | 
to enquire, Whether any Religion or Reaſon or | 
State can endure the abatement or diminntion or * 


deftruGiion of Trade, by any impoſitions in matters 


That it is the great In- 


of 


| 


: 
! 
| 
' 


_ x 
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require at their: baxds,:: For among the things 
that have been found the: eminent cauſes of 
the ruine of Trade : -: | 

1. Perſecution of men for their different appre- 
henfions 28 the things of Gdd, hath been fo uni- 
verlal and eminent, as all the world hath ta- 
ken notice of jt. By Perſecution I mean a violent 
proſecution of men to the loſs of their Lives, 
Libervies or Eſtates, let it be by the execution 
of a Law or not. The Law excuſeth the fa it 
may be from Oppreſſim or Tyranny. An hu- 


mane law in the caſe was pleaded in the high-' 


eſt Perſecution ever was :: We have a law (lay 
the Jews) end by that law he onght to die; 
(ſpeaking concerning Chrilt.) This hath been 
ſo eminently proved by a worthy hand that 
nothing, need be added co it. Let any one but 
refle& upon thoſeTowns and Cities where Lr- 
berty is granted in the things of God, and thoſe 
places where- the Popiſh Inquiſitions take 
place, and compare the Srate of the one with 
the other, and there needs no further witneſs. 
What brought the Trade. both of this place and 
and ſome others 1n England, but D. 4Alva's Per- 
ſccution in Flanders ? and 1 dare ſay this one 
thing ſhall to the end of the world be the ru- 
ine of Trade to any place. The Power of Con- 
ſcience is exceeding great: ' belides that in all 
Trading there mutt be ſuch an intermixing of 
mens eltates, ſuch a dependency of tht well. 

L 2 * beiog 
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. Religton; which the law of God doth not exprefly 


eem——— 


—, 
Ee 
"—S 


1 A es —_ 
ne. an enroam on_ -—— >— 


— _ -——t-- 
| — = : > - - = 
— —— _—_ DOA 2 
imme ne 4 — 
mou 
—— 


akin Ms... a 
———=——M=— — 
= — : 
——_—_—— 


- _ mg 
- 
ant tet to on roy —_—_ 


th 
ths 
| 
| 


_ wu — — —— 
— - r—_ 


143 .'The.Ariof Weaving $Spiritieatized, 
being of one man-ypon. \another,.as-neceſſarily 
requires the freedom! and ſecurityiob- al who 
are :of any. confiderable fortunes.' Ina Perſe- 
- cution none knows who he may truft hisEftate 
with,nor how far:he may adventurt:in ſhort it 
plucks-up all Trade/by the Roots diſpirits 
men from dealing or adventuring, which. makes 
Perſecution. a thing, though conſonant to. the 
laſts of ſome il-natured, peeviſh, ſelf-willed 
men, yet, contraty:to the true intereſt of all 
men. 4 
_ 2, ASecond cauſe(is the daughter of thisMo- 
ther, ) Transplantation, or Tranſmigration : this 
Perſecution cauſeth ;' men will endure any thing 
rather than oppreſſion-in'the matters of their 
Conſcience. Thoſe:who think, that Richer and 
4 courſe of Trade'/in a place, will ſtake men 
down, and nail them to their poſts while they 


ſcourge them according to their malice, forget 


how many thoufand Tradeſmen under Alva's 
Perſecution removed out of Flanders into Eng- 
Ind, and how many thoufands removed from 
£14 into New England, deſpiſing their Native 
Countrey & all their Tnteretts here,the Dangers 
of the Seas, the difficulties they couldinot but 
foreſee of making a defolate wilderneſs habita- 
- blez alltheſe werenothing in their eyes fo they 
might keepaConfcienceyoid of offence roward 
God in the great matter of his Worſhip, Tran- 
ſplantation or remoual of Fradeſmen in any con- 
kderable Number from any.-plage wherethey 
El were 
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were fixtd, is fo obvious a:cauſe of the-dtcay- 


and ruine-of the Trade of that place that itneed 
not be enlarged upon;whoto ſeeth itnot is blin+ 
dei than a beetle, and deſervetls'to be begged, 

ll he can 5H the'world: how the- Channet can 


ruft as full when the water is let out into ſeveral 


ſtreams, as when it had but one trac. 


\{Athird cauſe ofthe Abatement of Trade;is mY | 
ton of thoſe who are oconpied in it;Fhe 
hoite-thing; there is an Enobghdfor » 
it, and it-bathibut its meaſure to gives And:as : 


Word ira 


it is impoliible:that ſuppoſing a Father to have. 


ter Sons, and another two; though they both': 


have equa} /Eſtates,' that they ſhould both give 


cqual portipns to every Child; {o neithet- gan!” 


the world (atisfy a multitude vf Beggars as well 


aS if it had but a few. This abatement of Trade. - 


15 ndt jn the general,, but as to particulars in 
the-:whole) as mirch- is gotten as ever; but few: 


individeals:get:: ſo muck,; nor is ic pothbie- 


they thouldy' unleſs we could'imagin a propor- 


tionableMultiplication of pevſofts in the world- 
to be fed or ulothed, to theeffedts.of the multi» : 


plied Tradefinenixebo work to” rod, cloth and 
adormn:themy: + 1» 

14s A fourthicauſe of the dechyaf Trade, is the 
Falſe making /vþ,iCommailiies, :and ' mens alſe 
dealing me with; ianaber- iv bargains, &cz 'A 
thing forthe repute of which we in. Enctand 
( b_ juſtly I know not)infinitely ſuffer beyond 
_ Seas. 'Fruth gives all-things a reputation: 


L 3 Fallchood 


150 The Artof Weaving Spiritndliscd. 


Falſehood is-as conſtant a Blot , and will bethe 
ruine:of that man, or any numberiof-men_ that 
uſeit. It may (like-wine ina feaver) ſeem a 
little to refreſh his purſe at firſt, but: it- will 
empty. it at laſt, The reward of the: Liar is 
when once known, never to be:furrher truſt- 
cd. | | | | 
 -$. A fifth cauſe is:mens ſindiow' nuder-ſelling 
one'another. - Saint Fobn told us long fince,#het 
the whole warld. lies:in wickedneſs; and truly a 
great:part of it lies in this piece of wickedneſs, 
being; ſiudious to: outgo one andther: now 


though this/be every one's duty:in that which - 
is good, and pollibly. lawful, if. duly cixcum-': 
ſtanced; in things which are cither-good or e-- 
vil as they are uſed; yet it may be ſo purſued as'* 


it may7be. very evil; | 


6. Lalily, Fobſerve; that hardly any Trades, | 


will maintain their Glory, without ſome Go-: 


verriment; every particalar Tradeſman;having - 


neither wit nor horiefiy enovgh'to be a law to 


himſelE In alleonfiderable: Trades therefore: 


pritdent- Stateſmenthaxe: thoughr fit-to make 
Corporations, where' the multitude.are:under 


the inſpeQion , rule and Government of the- 


molt experienced;:wile, and diſcreet ' men. of 
that Occupation: and'\moſt Dradeyi which to 


any conſiderable [degree muttiplyTradeſmen, 
either have ſuch-Governonrs;or'in a-ſhort time 


come'to nothing for want of it, 


. Let me now-come to make''ſonle Spiritual - 


" Reflections 


pun, - - Na A, = = 


my 
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RefleQions upon theſe ordinary Obſervati- 


Ons. 
r. ] cannot but from hence firſt obſerve the 


mighty p1wer of Conſcience, awakened to the . 


fear of Sinning againſt God. Druid non morta- 
lia pefora Cogit > Men of no Conſcience may 
make a jeer of it,none knoweth the power of it 
but he chat feeleth it. Tr turns a priſon into 
a Deleftable Garden, a ſcorching flame into a 
bed of Roſes; and no wonder»that it doth fo, 
for what is it, but Gods Vicegerent in the little 


world of min? God's Interpreter to every_ 


SouP lt is a great misfortune toa perſon if it be 
ſuborned.and gives in a falſe verdi&. No man 
can a& againſt it, though every one is not 
bound to a& according to every. precept, or 
dicare of it. The power of its regrets, and 
reflections for diſobedience, are ſuch as none 
can ſtand under, and therefore none is bound 
to humour any in running the hazzard of 
them. 

2. The tenderneſs of God to the tender conſci- 
en:es of bis people, is alſo as obvious an obſerva- 
tion from hence. Men of the world can think of 
nothing for them but Gaols and Bride-wells, 
One while they are thinking to jeer them out 
ot their Conſciences by a Ballad,another-while 
to rail them out of them by a foul mouth, anon 
to cudgel-them out of them, God doth not 
ſo with them in his providence. If they can- 
not have a room in Flazders, he will provide 
L4 for 


'' 15a The Art of Weaving Tpiritndlized. 
for them in England; if they cannot havea reft- 
ing place in Exrope, he will provide them one 
in America, making; for themra way in the wil- 
derneſs, and hewing them out an hiding place 
through the rocks, and in a defart land; and the 
Nation, that will not be a quietthabitation. for 
them that fear him,God will judge. If they will 
have no tender Conſciences m their Cities and 
Ports, they ſhall have no Trade to tell them 
they ſhall haveno Religion will: not trouble 


them, it may be the decay of their Riches and: 


Trade will. Let the Conſcience: bertruly tert- 
* der, fearing to fin againſt God; andlet the 
world be as cruch *as hard-hearted, as bloody 
25 it will, they will find they have a'tender Fa. 
ther. Never any loſt any thing, nor ſhal} lofe 
by being afraid to fin- againſt the Lord, that 
made them,that bought them with his pretious 
blood. 4 man indeed may fear too much, but 
there are few, very few that: Erron that hand '3 
there are thouſands more that fear too litthe.. 
The ſimple paſs on (ſaith Solomon) and are pu- 
niſhed.. . * #2 . | 
' What a vaſt difference there is, between the 
Eartbly and the Spiritzal Weaver ? The multi- 
plication of Tradeſmen in the former, abates 


2nd fpoils the- profiriofthe Trade. I would all. 


the Lords people (faith Moſes) were prophets : 
durft any poor Weaver in this Town, fay I 
wouldal| the people in this City wereWeavers? 
the reafon is obvious: The world —_— 
ern G 


Hence is the - ſcrambling for: ic- and all the 


worlds game is, Catch be, who Catch cen. Bat-. 


God 'hath Grace and Glory enovgh'to give to 


all that will trade for Heaven, foas none by - 
getting hinders another. - The: World cannot ! 


receive all the Clothes and Staffs; that would 
be made if a .tenth part of the men init were 
Weavers: but all the prayers and praiſes, all the 


homages and exerciſes of Holineſs, which" 
the world.can bring forth,are coo little for that 
God to whom they. afcend as an homage. 'Who A 
would :not. be in love - with: that Trade that 


were not capable of being abated by Multiphi- 
cation of Tradeſmen and*yet would moſt 


certainly bring in-ſuch- profit. as: eye hath not 


ſeen, nor car heard, nor can enter into the 
heart of man to conceive? ſuch areithe Things 


which God hath prepared for them that love 


and ſerve him. 


4. Again 3 doth falſe making of Waves, and ' 


falſe dealing with Merchants and Cuſtomers, ru- 
inethe Trading of any place? and what is it that 
ruins the Spiritual Trade but the fame thing? 
when the poxyer of Godlineſs, is turned into a 
form, Religion into. a meer formality and out- 
ſide ſhew and appearance. When men Glory 
in ſhew and not in reality, when men are falfe in 
their Acts of Devotion, and falſe in their Con- 
verſation, God will deal with them no longer; 
but 
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Gold and Silver enough to give to every one. - 
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but remove his nam2 and his Goſpel from 
. them, to a pzople thac will bring forth better 


fruit. | 
5.l obſerve that in Trading every ones ſtudy 

is to get his work 4212 cheaper thin another, and 
80 1derſcll bis neighbour. Hive we not too much 
of this in the Spiritual Trade too? doth not the 
falfeneſs of our hearts prompt us, to come off as 
cheap with God as w2 can ? long Sermons, long 
Prayers, are thought needleſs. We would fain 
put off toGod that which harh coſt us nothing, 
and which inJeed is little worth : but God 

"hath curſed him, that þ4th a mile in bis Flock, 
- andbringeth unto him a Female. Weare bound 
to love, and ferve che Lord our God with all 
our heart, and all our Soul, and all our 
firength. 

6,-\Laſtly I obſerve, that in all Trades, whea 

- Tradeſmen multiply to any. great Number, the 
Trade never thrives long, without a prudent 
Regulation dnd Zovernment all men having not 
( as . Lfaid before) gither Wit or Honeſty e- 
nough tob2a law to themſelves, nor doth hz 
Trade thrive much;unlefs theGovernours.be di- 
ſereetly ehoſen.z, Unleſs they juſtly diſcharge their 
truſt. To this purpoſe ordinarily ſach Tradeſ- 
men are left to chuſe their own Governours as 
being, belt acquainted with the Trade, and the 
perſons that have mot skill in it, and have beſt 
appiovel their honeſty in the managery _ 
P! 
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Ts thoſe : days (faith the: Scripture, As 6. 1.) 
when the number of th+: Diſciples were multiplied , 
there aroſe a murmuring of the Grecians «7 uinft 
the Hebrews, b:c1uſ» their widows were negleFed 
in the daily Miniſtrations, In Multitudes Cor- 
ruptions will multiply,...This made the Apoſt- 
les turn them-into 2 Corporation, authorizing 
them to,t6ok out feven men among{t them- 
ſelves, whom they might ſ.t over that affair. 
AGovernment is neceſſary in the Church, and 
Originally it choſcits.awa Officers. But let a 
Trade have whit Governours it will, if cither 
they know not their Office, or knowing it wait 
not upon it. or in pretence waiting upon it, 
yet at direcly contrary to their trutt, winking 
at falſe weights, arameaſures,. diſcouraging the, 
beſt Tradeſmen;encouraging the. worſt and 
moſt falſe, the Trade muſt neceſſarily be ruin- 
ed. And thus it will be in the Church of 
God, that drive the Spiritual Trade. If ci- 
ther it hath go Officers and Government, or- 
ifithath-fuch as know not their work and dus' 
ty: of their} places prithough they know it, 
yet through lazineſs, or, greedineſs' of filthy 
lucre wait not on it: Or, though in pre- 
rence they wait upon it, yet in very deed at 
direQly contrary to-their truſt, ſmiting thoſe 
that fear the Lord in ſtead of thoſe that hate 
him', diſcouraging the beft profeſſors and 
practitioners in godlineſs, in ſicad ot the 
ell open 


— 
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open Enemies of Truth and Holineſs; the 
Spiritual Trade: of that' place that hath ſuch 
a curſe muſt neceſſarily abate, orat beſt go. on - 
but in corners. £ 
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Books to be $6fd b Ther Parkbiiſt, 
at the Bible an Three: Crowns | 
' in Cheapſide. © 


Folios... | TE 


An Expoſition on four Sele&t Plalms, .the. 
4th. 42. 51. and 63. In'45-Sermons in; all... 

Forty fix-Sermons on the whole $th, Ran: 
bot 


both by, Tho. Horton, D. D. hate oF Saint E Jellews 
Londos. 


Sermons upon the whole Ep ifleof St. Paxl 
to-the Coloſſians. By Mr; Joby: Daille, tranſla« 
ted into Enghſ by F.S, 

- 2, An Expoſition -of Temptation, on 
Mat. 4. 1. tothe end of the x 1 verſ. 

A practical Expoſition on. the third Chapter 
of ha firſt -Epiſile of 'St."Pajel to the Cormths- 
ans, with the Godly Mans Choice, on Pſal. 4. v. 
6, 7, 8. By es Burgeſh 


Duarto F; 


The Morning Exerciſe againſt Popery,- 
wherein the Principal Errors of the Church 
of Rome are Deteted and Confuted: Preached 
in Southwark, by ſeveral Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel in or near Loudott, *- * 

A ſcaſonable Apology for Keligion i in two 
Sermons. By Mat. Pocll. 

The Door of Salvation opened, by the Key 
of Regeneration. 

The Incomparableneſs of God in his Being, 
Attribntes, Works and Word, opened and appli- 
ed. Both by Geo. Swinnock, M. A. 

An Expoſition on the five firſt Chapters of 
Ezekiel, with uſctul obſervations thereupon. By 
Will. Greenhill. 

The Goſpel-Covenant , or the Covenant of 
Grace opened : Preached in New-England. By 
Peter Bnikly. 

' God's Holy Mind touching Matters Moral ; 
which 
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 hindſelf uttered ih ten Words, or ten 
' Commandments ; alſo an Expoſition on the 
'Lords Prayer. By Edward Elon, B. D. 

Fiery Jeſmie.. or an Hiſtorical ColleQion of 
the Riſe, Increaſe, DoGrine, arid Deeds of the 
Jeſuites. Expoſed to view for the ſake of.Lox- 
don. | 

Horologiographia Optica ; Dyalling Univerſal 
and Particular, Speculative and Practical z By 
Syluanws Morgan. . 

Large Oftavo's, 

Eighteen Servants preached upon ſeveral 
Texts, by the Reverend Will, Whitzker, with 
a (ſhort account of the Author in an Epiſtle 
Prehx%d by Dr. Facomb,with Dr. Ainſly*s Ser- 
mon preached at his Funeral, 

The plaineſt and readieſt way to read and 
ſpell Engliſh. By Tho. Lye. 

Murtherer puniſhed and pardored, with the 
Life and Death of Tho. Savage. Wich a Sermon 
on that occaſion, by F. Faneway. 

A plain and familiar Diſcourſe concerning 
the Loxds Supper. By Richard Kidder, M. A. 

Heart-Treaſure: or a Treatiſe tending to 
fill and furniſh tke Head and Heart of every 
Chriſtian, with ſoul-inriching treaſure of 
Truths, Graces, Experiences and Comtorts,to 
fit him for all Conditions, that he may live ho 
lily, die happily. By O. H. 

The ſire Mercies of David, or a (ccond part 
of che Hearts-Treaſure. 

Cloſet- Prayer, a Chiiſtiaas Duty. All three 
by 0. Heywood, Ot 
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ſpek both of its cauſ. 
By Theopbilius Polwheike, 


A Treatile of the Union withChriſt;wherein ' 
that great Myltery and Priviledg is opened in 


the nature, Properties and the neceſlity of it. 
By R. Steeaman, M.A. 

Sober Singularity by the ſame Authour, 

The greate(t Loſs, upon Mat.'16. 26. By 
7 ames Liveſcy. 

A plain Anſwer to this PraGical Queſtion, 
what courſe may a Chrittian take to have his 
heart quickened and enlarged in the Duty of 
ſecret Prayer ? By Rich, Mayo late Miniſter of 
Kingſtone upon Thames. 

A Proteſtant Catechiſm, or plain Scripture- 
proof againſt Popery, being vety ulcful tor the 
younger ſort. 

Philadelphia, or a Treatiſe of Brotherly love. 
By Wil. Gearing. M. A. 

A trueNarrative of the wonderful goodneſs 
of God in ſupporting Marth Taylor ; who liv- 
ed at the Peak in Derbyſhire, tor above two 
years without cating any thing. 

Welcome Communicant,or a brict Diſcourſe 
direQing the weakeſt Chriſtian, how he may 
come with chearfulneſs to the Lords Table. By 
Tho. Price. 

Strength out of weaknels, in four Sermons, 
by William Heycock, M. A. 

Mr. Benjamin Alexander's Alvice to his 
Children. 
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” Gods Soveraignty diſplayed, By Willen: 
b* :Geering. - | 
The Godly Mans Ark; or City of Refuge in 
.the day of his diſtreſs, in five Sermgns 3 with 
Mrs. Moors Evidence for Heaven. By Edm. 
Calamy. - | 
\. The Almoſt-Chriftian diſcovered ; or the 
Falſe Profeſſor tried and caſt, 
Spiritual Wiſdom improved againſt Temp- 
- tation. Both by 'M. Mead. | 
The True boutds of Chriſtian Freedom ; or, 4 
"Diſcourſe ſhewing the extents and reſtraints of 
* Chriſtian Liberty: wherein the truth is ſettled, 
"many errors canfuted, out of Fohx 8, ver. 36. 
-- The Lords Day cnlivened, or a Treatiſe of 
the Sabbath. By Philip Goodwin. 
The -Sinfulneſs of Sin, and the Fulneſs of 
Chriſt, two Sermons. By I. Bridge. 
Heaven taken by Storm. 
A plea for the Godly. 
- TheLife and Death of Tho. Wilſon of Maid. |} 
fone in Kent, By G. Swinnock, 
The Life -and death of Dr. Samnel Winter 
of Dublin. 
The Converſion of a Sinner. 
The day of Grace. 
A Covert from the Storm. 
A Worthy walking 'prefſed upon all that 
 - have heard the call of the Goſpel, All four by 
Nath, Vincent. 


